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‘ A New EDITION, 
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With a peculiar View to ihaes Hiificalleri, 
is Now | 
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; . FOR THEIR 
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! Their most Affectionate Friend 
. and faithful Servant, in the 
> Bends of oir common Lord, 
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, 
. HE ten following Sermons were at firft 
preached in the year 1735, and-publithed 
at the defire of William Coward, Efq; with 
_fome peculiar regard to the young perfons 
“under my care. God hath been: pleafed to 
- give them fuch acceptance in the world, that I 
- cannot but hope, they have been made ufeful ; 
and therefore I fhall not make any apology for 
complying with the requeft of a great number 
of friends, fome of them at great diftances from 
each other, in publifhing this new edition; 
_ which has been ready for the prefs a confider- 
able time, though a feries of accidents prevent- 
ed its being fooner difpatched. 
- -I wave in one Place and another made 
_feveral additions, [which are diftinguifhed by 
_crotchets,] efpecially in the three lait fermons, 
which I have ftudied to make as plain, and as 
_ comprehenfive as poflible; and knowing the 
‘vait importance of the fubject, have {pared no 
“pains to finith them. 
~ I purpose, before I publifh the third volume 
‘of my family expofitor, to perform the promife 
made in the firft, by adding to theie three 
fermons on the evidence of chriftianity, a few 
ore on the infpiration of the new teftament,: 
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and on the ufefulnefs particularly oF its hiftotical 
contents. ' But providence has for the prefent 
unexpectedly called me out to fome other 
labours, which I hope may: be an equivalent 
to the public for the delay of thefe. _ 

My fermons on regeneration are now in the 
prefs, and the importunity of one of the greateit 
and bett of friends to whom nothing is to be 
denied*, has engaged me to attempt a farther 
profecution of that important fubje&t, under 
the title of the rife and progrefs of the divine 
life in the foul. I mention this undertaking, 
chiefly with a view of recommending myfelf to 
the prayers of my many chriftian friends, while 
T am purfuing it; and fo mnch the rather, as 
according to the Plan, which with my friend’s 
afliftance I have drawn of it, I perceive it will 
be a work of as great variety and difficulty, as 
any of a practical nature in which : have ever 
- been engaged. 

Ir any afk, why I publith fo many things on 
thefe practical fubjects, fo often handled by a 
variety of writers; I anfwer in a few words, . 
with ail fimplicity, as. befere him to whom I 
- ~ am fhortly to render an account of all my 

_ actions and views, ‘ becaufe I know the ofpel 
to be true, and through divine grace I feel in 
my heart, an ardent concern for the falvation of 
men’s fouls.” This renders fick meditations 
‘my delight, and makes me. defirous of warnin 
every man, and teaching” every man, that - 
may prefent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus. 
And in this view, ‘as other cares appear. r trifling, 


* The Reverend Dr. Watts. ~ Ca rae 
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“fo the limits of one congregation or country, 


and of the little time that I muft expe& to 
{pend in life, feem too narrow. Oh that it 


_ were poflible to fpeak to the ends of the earth, 


and to thé end of time, thofe important truths 


which are employing my pen! I know, fuch 


} 


| plain things will be neglected and defpifed by 


many : but I am as fure, there are many others, 


who thirft for them and relifh them. And as 


I endeavour to write on the common general 
principles of chriftianity, and not in the natrow 
{pirit of any particular party, I blefs God I have 


the pleafure to fee my writings, imperfect as 


“they are, favoured by many excellent perfons 


of different denominations; and I hope there- 
fore, they may be a means of {preading a 
ferious and candid fpirit, which I am fure it is 
my moft earneft labour and prayer that they 
may. 


folid happinefs in life ; and to be rightly under- 
ftood in thofe intentions, is one of its moft 
fenfible delights. The malignity of fome 
tempers will put a finifter interpretation, on 
the moft upright and the moft benevolent 
undertakings ; but I am perfuaded, that where 
God is pleafed to give an unfeigned zeal for the 


honour of his goipel and an overflowing love 
-to the fouls of men, he will fmile on the 
‘attempts which, proceed from fuch a pfinciple, 


and will teach his fervants a language, which 
good men will generally under{tand, and the 
force ot which they will feel. 
Besipes this; as ae every writer has a 
. 4 
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number of felect friends, who read his works, 
and perhaps love them, becaufe they are his ; 
fo I muft always acknowledge the divine good- 
nefs to me, in giving me a fhare in the very 
indulgent regards of many moft valuable per- 
fons, in diftant parts of our land, whofe kind 
acceptance of my poor attempts of fervice I 
have found far beyond my expeétation, and 
whofe friendfhip I confider as my greateft 
earthly treafure. ‘The number has greatly in- 
creafed fince the firft edition of thefe fermons 
was publifhed; and as this laft, and fosoush 
the continued care of my good brother Mr. 
Goodwin), much more correé edition, comes 
out at their earneft requeft, I doubt not but they 
will, as in other inftances, do their part to- 
wards giving it fuch a fpread as may, by the 
divine bleffing, anfwer the end of rendering it 
as extenfively ufeful as poffible. 

~ GRowING experience convinces me, that I 
have no reafon to fear, left candid and judicious - 
readers fhould be offended with me, for having — 
given way to fome warmth of devout affection, 

in the greateft part of thefe difcourfes, and in 

others, which I have mentioned above : the fub-— 
jects are of a nature, not only to excufe, but to 

_ require it. And while I have any reverence 

for fcripture, or any knowledge of human 

nature, I fhall never affect to fpeak of the 

glories of Chrift, and the eternal intereft of 

men, as coldly as if I were reading a lecture 
of mathematics, or relating an experiment of 

natural philofophy. I hope I 1 -always 
- remember, how unworthy the character of a 
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man and a chriftian it is, to endeavonr to tranf- 
port men’s paffions, while thé underftanding is 
_Jeft uninformed, or the judgment unconvinced: 
but fo far as is confiftent with a proper regard 
to thefe leading powers of our nature, I heartily 
’ pray, that J, and all other gofpel minifters, may 
to feel the energy of divine truths on our own 
fouls, as to preach and write concerning them 
with an holy fervency and ardour; nor can [ 
imagine, it would bode well to the intereft of 
religion in general, to endeavour to lay all 
‘thofe paffions afleep, which furely were im- 
, planted in our hearts by God, to fubferve the 
religious, as well as civil life, and which after 
all will probably be employed to fome very ex- 
cellent, or very pernicious purpofes. , 

I woutp hope, that thefe fermons, and thofe 
on regeneration, will be of fome fervice to 
religious families, efpecially on the evenings of 
the Lord’s day. We are happy in a great 
number of excellent difcourfes fuitable to fuch 

an occafion, and perhaps in none more fuitable, 
than in the two volumes of fermons at Berry- 
ftreet ; of which I can with great cheerfulnefs 
repeat what I faid, when making my acknow- 
ledgments to the founder, immediately after 
their publication; “that I cannot recollect 
where I haye feen a fet of important. thoughts 
‘on fuch various and weighty fubjects more 
judicioufly felected, more accurately digefted, 
more clofely compacted, more naturally ex~. 
refled, or inafew words more powerfully in- 
Forced, than I have generally found in thofe 
fermons; on account of which, I doubt not 
Ea a 5 As. 
ie. * ory 
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* but the thankfgiving of many are ofte abound- 
ing tothe glory of God.” 

‘I ESTEEM it my great felicity, to ‘be engaged ; 
with thofe worthy authors in the. fame great 
defign, of aflifting to form men’s minds to a- 
{criptural religion and a chriftian temper 5 and 
though many provinces may appear much more 
{plendid in the eyes of the learned and the 
polite world, I truft ours will at leaft be as 
favourably remembered. in the prefence of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift at his coming; and I would 
have no {tandard of honour, wifdom, and hap- 


pinefs which will not ftand the teft of that im- 
portant day. 


_NorTHAmptTon, 
June 9, 174%. 
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| The Ability of CHRIST to fave to the ut- 
termost. 


; 


Hep. vii. 25. 
WV) ri he is able alfo to fave them to the utter- 


moft, that come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
liveth to make interceffion er them. 


A VARIETY of trifles in life are daily break- 
ing in upon us, and hurrying ,us away into a 
forgetfulnefs of God, and ourielves. But how © 
much foever we may be careful and cumbered, 
agitated and diftracted, about many things, one 
thing is needful (a), viz. the approach of the 
foul to God, that it may fee and enjoy his 
falvation.—The moft important queftion is that 
of the awakened and trembling jailor, ‘‘ what 
fhall I do to be faved ?” And the only pertinent 
anfwer to that queftion, is that which the 
apoftle gave, “believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and thou {halt be faved (b).” ; 

_ Ano have thefe later days, thefe ages (as we | 
are ready fondly to imagine them) of greater 
refinement and reafon, difcovered any new 


| oes ’ 
_ a. Luke x. 41, 42. b. Adts xvi. 30, 31: 
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14 The Ability of CHRIST, SER. 1. 
method of falvation? God forbid, there fhould 
ever be any pretence to it! when we fee a 
perfon, like our Lord, appearing in an oppofite: 


gaufe, with an equal pomp of miracles, with 


equal demonftration and power of the {pirit, we 
may perhaps let go that anchor of our fouls, 
which we now efteem as fure and ftedfaft (c) 5 


-but till then, we -will, by ‘divine grace, 


ftrenuoufly retain that gofpel, which is record- 
ed by thofe, who firft preached it, with the holy 
Ghoit fent down from heaven (d); and if an 
angel was to appedr, in robes of the pureft 


,light, and with all the charms of a celeftial 


eloquence, to eftablifh any other foundation, 
far from. yielding to the evidence of fuch a 


. fingle wonder, in oppofition to fo many. greater, 


we would hold that angel accurfed (e); as we’ 
might certainly conclude, that he wore a deceit- 
ful form, and «was a meffenger from the fa- 
ther of lies. coo 
Ir the gofpel be indeed of divine original, and 
we are not following cunningly deviled Fables 
(f), it is moft certain that thofe doétrines, which 
are peculiar to it, are not only true but infinitely 
important. And-fhall we, who are ftewards 
of the myfteries of God (g), decline inftifting 
upon them, becaufe they are fuch common 
topics, and becaufe we muft, in effect, be 
obliged to fay the fame things again and again ? 
As well might we defpife bread becaufe - 
an old fafhioned diet, on which our < 
have fed for a long fucceéflion: of age 


o.; 
¢. Heb. vi. 19. d. 1 Pet. i. 12. 
.1 hte Pet, ti26p. ee g- t Cori 
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which the loweft of our fpecies are fubfifted. 
As reafonably, and much more fafely, might 
the phyfician decline the ufe of all the «moft 
celebrated medicines, recommended by the 
experience of many hundred years, and pride 
_ himfelf in trying only fuch, as had hitherto been 
intirely unknown: nay he might much better: 
do it; for it is poffible, that there may yet lie 
hid, amongit the fecrets of nature, fome plant 
or drug of unknown virtues, fome ficher 
cordial, and more fovereign antidote, than has . 

» ever yet been difcovered : but we areas fure, as 
“we can be of any thing in the revelation we 
| profefs to believe, that.there is falvation in -no 
_ other, neither is there any other name under 
heaven given among men, but that of Jefus (h), 

: Saale they can obtain righteouinefs and 
_ life. ; : 
I nore therefore, it will not (as, I,am fure, 
it fhould not) be difagreeable to you to hear, 
that, after the many facred hours we have fpent 
_ together in meditations on fuch fubjects.as thefe, 
_ Iam again to refume the theme, and to dif- 
_courfe to you from it for fome fucceeding 
fabbaths. . [ do it at the defire of a friend (i), 
who has recommended the fubje@t to me with 
a peculiar regard to the rifing generation, for 
whofe ufe thefe difcourfes are to be made yet 
more public. And I would hope, they will not 
¢ the lefs agreeable to my younger friends or 
ny of my other hearers, becaufe they are 


be Aas iv. 12. . ’ 
aan fe Sermons were first preached and publifhed at 
‘h re of William Coward, Efq. ; 
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16 The Ability of CHRIST, SER. Ie 
equally the concern of all; and fuch a concern, 
as to be the very life-of our fouls, and (as I 
have largely fhewn elfewhere) (k) the only 
foundation of our eternal hopes. ee 
Tue holy apoftle Paul had (as he elfewhere 
very emphatically exprefies z a continual, moit 
tender and zealous affection for his brethren of 
the Jewifh Nation, his kinfmen ce to the 
flefh (1) ; and this epiftle is a remarkable monu- 
ment of it. It was indeed directed to the believ- 
_ ing Hebrews, and its moft evident defign is, to 
- animate them to adhere refolutely tothe chriftian 
faith, whatever dangers or difficulties might 
attend that refolution. But the mind of this. 
excellent man was very capacious, and conti- 
‘nually filled with a variety of fehemes for the 
advancement of «the gofpel, the glory of his 
Lord, and the falvation of fouls: aud as he could 
not but know, that it was highly probable, that 
this, rather than any of his other epiitles, would 
fall into the hands of many, as yet, unconverted. 
Jews, he not only conceals his name, agaiuit. 
which he knew they were ftyongly prejudiced - 
but in a very wife and happy manner, makes 
ufe of fuch fentiments, and tueh language here, 
as might be very proper to awaken and coui- 
vince the unconverted, as well as to aifiit the 
faith and the joy of them who had believed ia 
- Chrift, that they might be juftified by him, and 
not by the works of the law (m).” And if an 
have not made this remark, I apprehen: 
have loft much of the ftren id b 
this excellent epiftle. 


“k. See my Sermons to. People, 
my Sermons young Peal 


ne 


HB» The 3 
*~ ey 
* 


SER. I. to Save to the Uttermost. 17 


In purfuit of thefe greatand very harmonious 
defigns, the facred writer infifts largely on the 
dignity of the perfon, and offices of our great 
Redeemer. He reprefents him, as far fuperior 
to the moft exalted angels (n), and therefore 
much more to the moft excellent of the children 
of men; fuperior to Mofes, that moft honour- 
able fervant of the Lord, who was faithful in alt 
his houfe (0) ; fuperior to Abraham, the friend 
of God, and father of the faithful (p); fuperior 
to Aaron, the prieft of the Lord, and all the 
holy family defcended from his loins (q). And 
it is on this branch of the argument that he is 
ie infifting. He labours at large by a chain 
of reafoning, which I have not time to trace, to 
fhew that our Lord was made after the order 
of Melchizedec, in many glorious and impor- 
tant circum{tances, in which the priefthood of 
Melchizedec was fuperior to that of Aaron, and 
his fons; And amongft other inftances, this is 
one -of the moft confiderable, that. whereas in 
the family of Aaron there were fucceflively 
many high-priefts, becaufe they were not {uffer- 
ed to continue by reafonof death, this illuftrious 
perfon, the Lord Jefus Chrift, becaufe he con- 
tinues ever, in immortal life and glory, hath an 
unchangeable priefthood (r), (or as the word 
moft exaétly fignifies) a priefthood which 

oes not pals from one fucceflor to anvther. 
‘ow, from hence the apoftle draws that im- 
rtant inference, in the words of my text, 

« wherefore he is able to fave to the uttermoft”, 


_ Heb. cand ii.’ 0. Heb. iii. 2-6. p. Heb. vii, 4-7, 
“Heb. viii. 11, & feq. 5. Heb, vil. 23, 24+. 
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completely and perpetually to fave, all that, in 
the remoteft ages and nations of the world, 
defire to come unto God by him, (or to make 
ufe of his mediation, when they approach the 
throne of God as humble worfhippers) feeing « 
he ever lives to make a moft prevalent inter- 
ceffion for them ; of which, (as the apoftle elfe- 
where more largely ftates it) (t) the interceflion 
of the high-prieft before the mercy-feat, on the 
folemn day of atonement, was but a very im- 
perfect type. 

Ir will be the bufinefs of feveral fucceeding 
difcourfes on thefe words, 

I. To confider what we are to underftand by Chrift’s 
being able to fave to the uttermeft. " 

II. To prove that he is really fo. 

III. To confider the particular Argument for it, whic 
the Apoftle draws from his ever living.to make Intereeflion 
for them, And Z 

IV. To ftate the character of thofe who may expect fal- 
vation from him, which is here exprefled by their coming 
to God by him. ? : Fahy 

You fee the copioufnefs of the fubjeét we 
are entering upon. I fhall endeavour in the 
profecution of it, to lay before you the genuine 
doétrine of the gofpel on thefe various and 
important heads, with plainnefs and ferioufnefs. 
And I humbly implore the influence of the 
divine fpirit, to open mine eyes, that I am be- 
hold the wonders contained in his word (u) ; 
and to open your ears fo to hear them, and 
your heart fo to embrace them, that every foul 
~ here prefent may be an eternal monument of 
Chrift’s being able to fave to the uttermoft, and 


t. Heb. ix. 7, & feg.» a "Plas cx nh 
q 4 mick Fark: — 9! 
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may, for ever live to receive the fruits of that 
interceflion, which our bleffed high-prieft is 
ever living to make. Amen. 

First, I am to confider what we are to un- 
derftand by ‘Chrift’s being able to fave to the 
uttermoft. 

_ For clearing up this matter, I would only 
offer thefe three remarks.---Itimplies the danger 
and calamity of thofe, to whom Chrift is pro- 
pofed as a Saviour ; it exprefles a power of 
working out compleat deliverance for them ; 

-——and it farther imports the continuance of 
a faving power without diminution or decay 

roughout all fucceeding generations. 

1. Wuen Chrift is fpoken of as able to fave, it ftrongly 
implies, “that thofe, to whom he is propofed as a 
Saviour, are, without him, in a ftate of danger and 
calamity.” 

Ir would be a foolifh mifpending of time to 

attempt to prove at large, that in {cripture, as 
well as in ordinary {peech, to fave and to deliver 
are words of the fame import. Jefus {fhall 
fave his people from their fins (w); and he 
delivers us from the wrath to come (x). 
' Iris a moft obvious remark, but fo neceflary, 
as not to be lightly difmiffed, that the whole 
have no need of a phyfician, but they who are 
fick (y); and the fecure have no need of a 
aviour, but they who are in danger. - And as 
e apoftie argues, that if Chrift died for all ; 
n were all dead (z), all were in a ftate of 
death, or they would not have needed fuch an 
ee 


w. Mat. i. 21. x. « Theff. i, 10. y. Mat. ix. 12 
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expiatory facrifice ; fo we may aflure ourfelves, 
that if Chrift is to be offered'to all as a Saviour, 
then were all in a ftate of ruin, And if he is 
of God to be made unto us wifdom, and 
righteoufnefs, and fantification, and redemption 
(a), then are we without him deftitute of all 
thefe, foolith and guilty, polluted and inilaved, 
condemned and perifhing. . 
‘Tuts is exprefly afferted in a variety of fcrip- 
tures, largely and laborioufly proved in the three 
_ firft chapters of St. Paul’s epiltle to the Romans 
and geénerally acknowledged by all who pretend 
to believe the gofpel; as indeed it muft be, if 
they would not in the moft notorious manner 
contradi& themfelves. Yet, alas, how little 


. ° ig it felt! We fee it in the indolence of men’ 


lives ; we fee it in the air of indifference wi 

which the tidings of falvation are commonly 
received. ‘The greatér part of *mankirid are 
foothed into an infenfibility of their danger ; 
they are amufed with the dreams of fenfual 
pleafure, with the vain rovings of a gay imagi- 
nation, and the fond expedtation of a thoufand 
fatisfactions, which they never have found, 
and never will find, in life. And hence it 
comes to pafs, that they hear not the thunder 
of God’s law, loud and dreadful as it is ; nor 
fee the flaming-fword of his yengence, ftretched 
out againft them, and juft ready to give them 
the mortal blow. And probably it is the cafe 
of feveral among you. Perhaps m you 
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your danger, nor faw yourfelves perifhing with- 
out a Saviour; but if it be fo, give me leave to 
proclaim it aloud, with all the earneftnefs which 
as fuited to a matter of life and death, that it 
is time, high time for you, immediately to a- 
wake out of flecp (b) ; for you nod on the brink 
of a precipice, and there is but a hand’s-breadth 
between you and eternal ruin, - 

In the name of God, firs, and as you love 
your own fouls, roufe up your ftupified fenfes, 
and open thofe drowfy eyes. Look into the 
holy law of God, and read over the records of © 
conf{cience ; and fee the agreement, or rather 
the dreadful difagreement, and contrariety be- 
tween them: fuch acontrariety, that one would 
almoft think, you imagined that the commands 
of God were given to tell you, what you fhould 
not do, rather than what you fhould, and dare 
you imagine, that the eternal God, with all his 
almighty power, and all his unfpotted holinefs, 
will look with indifference on the violation of 
his law, merely becaufe you have the boldnefs 
to violate it with indifference ? Do you think he 
had no meaning, or that it was not a meaning 
full of terror, when he told the Ifraelites of old, 
that if they prefumed thus to walk contrary to 
him, they fhould “be curfed in the city, and 
curfed in the field, curfed in the fruit of their 

y, and in the fruit of their ground, curfed 
in their coming in, and curfed in their going 
out (c);” nay, that a “ fire fhould be kindled 
in his anger, that fhould burn even unto the 
lowelt heli ; that fhould confume the earth with 


b. Rom. xiii, 11. ¢. Deut. xxviii. 16---19. 
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her increafe, and fet on fire the foundations of 
the mountains (d)? 'Think you the fcripture 
{peaks in vain (e), when it fays fuch ferrible 
things as thefe ? -or will you fay, thefe things 
were only {poken to the Jews of old ? Can you 
imagine, that’ fins committed in the land of 
Canaan, fome thoufands of years ago, fhould 
provoke the eyes of God’s holinefs, and kindle 
the flames of his wrath; and that he fhiould 
wink at crimes committed in the prefent age, 


and in Britain; while we have higher advan- 


tages to know our duty, and ftronger engage- 
ments to perform it, than even that favourite 
nation of Ifrael had? I appeal. to your con- 
fciences, finners, whether this thought has even 
' the lighteft degree of probability m it. And 
if it has not not, then furely here is danger and 
horror, in all their moft frightful forms. ‘To 
fee the drawn {word of an inexorable enemy, 
waved round your defencelefs head or pointed 
at your naked breaft ; or to fee this building all 
in flames, and yourielves furrounded beyond 
poflibility of efcape, (were the profpect to 
terminate there) were a danger at which a man 
might juftly {mile, and ftand collected and com- 
poled, when compared with ,that into which 
~ fin has brought you, and in which the gofpel 
finds you. a ms Ky 

AND itis a terrible aggravation, that without 
divine afliftance this danger is inevitable. We 
can neither vindicate our conduét, nor atone 
for our offences ; we can neither avoid, nor in- 
dure the punifhment, fhould God lay jaftice 


/ ds Deut. xxxiie 23. e. Jam. iv. ge 
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to the line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet (f). 
All our foul is infeebled, and all our nature 
corrupted ; and he muft be a great f{tranger to 
himfelf as well as to the reft of mankind, who 
‘will not acknowledge with the apoftle, “ that 
‘when we were yet without ftrength, in due 
time Chrift died for us (8). This is apparently 
the doétrine of the gofpel: And as the fore- 
‘runner of Chrift made way for him, by declaring 
that men. were by their fin in danger of the 
wrath to come, and that the ax of divine judg- 
ment was laid to the root of the trees (h) ; fo I 
‘think it is our duty, as we tender the honour 
of our Redeemer and the falvation.of your fouls, 
often to be reminding you of thefe things ; and’ 
‘the words of the text fo naturally imply them, 
that Iam perfuaded you cannot think them a 
digreflion. But I add, 
2. Wuen it is faid, that Chrift is able to fave to the utter- 
‘moft, it muft exprefs “ a power of working out compleat 
deliverance for his people.” 


So fome judicious commentators defcant upon 
thefe words, and I think with a great ‘deal of 
reafon, ‘he is able to fave in the moft perfect 
manner, fo that nothing fhall be wanting to 
compleat the falvation (i)” -And this is a 
thought of fo great importance to our joy and 

ace in believing, that I will farther illuftrate 

by the mention of various particulars, which 
evidently comprehended in compleat falva- 
ff, Ifa. xxviii. 17. g. Rom.v.6. h. Mat. iii. 7, ro. 
; i, Perfecte, “ five ad perfectam eternamque foelicitatem 
adducere.’’ Eftius, Prorfus, vel abfolutiflime, “ ita ut nihil 
‘ad eam falutem poflit amplius defiderari. Beza, in loc. 
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tion. But I fhall only touch on them now, be- 
caufe fome of them are to be refumed at large 
under the fecond generale 
Our Lord Jefus Chrift is able ** compleatly 
to anfwer the demands divine juftice, and there- 
by to fave us from the curfe of the law.”—-It 
was indeed impoflible that the blood of bulls’ 
and of goats fhould take away fin (k), but we 
may eatily believe, that the blood of Chrift, 
who through the eternal fpirit offered himfelf a 
fpotlefs facrifice to God (1), fhould avail to that 
bleffed purpofe, and be accepted as an infinitely. 
valuable and adequate fatisfaétion. Juftly may 
we conclude, that the offended deity is now 
rendered propitious, and that by faith in a 
- Redeemer we may be juftified from all things, 
from which we could not be juftified by the! 
law of Mofes (m). Here is a door of hope 
opened, not only to thofe, who have efcaped 
the groffer pollutions which are im the world 
through luft, and maintained a fair and honour~ 
able chara¢ter for the decency and morality of 
their behaviour, but even for the chiet of 
finners (n). Iniquities that have been as fcarlet, 
may be made white as fnow, and thofe that 
have been red as crimfon, may be as wool (0). 
Tue almighty power of Chrift, as’a Saviour, 
_ extends to the “ fanctifigation of our Natures,” 
as well as to the juftification of our perfons be-, 
fore Gad. For he is made of God unto 
not only righteoufnefs, but fanctification, i 
der to his being made compleat redemption 
k. Heb. x. 4g. ‘1 Heb. xiv t m. . Crete 4 
gp Gein: ve 5. 0» Ifa. is is p- fos. pte 7 
: ‘ ic a Bete = : 
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When our own moft vigorous efforts for 
us, and prove too feeble to break thofe cords a- 
funder, by which we are naturally inflaved and 
difgraced ; when we find that to attempt a 
reformation of our corrupt habits and exorbi- 
tant paflions, is but as if the ethiopian fhould 
Jabour to change his fkin, or the leopard his 
{pots (q); by the law of the fpirit of life in 
Chrift Jefus, we may be made free from the 
law of fin and death (r), and be formed by his 
grace to fuch a temper, as may render our fouls 
a delightful habitation for a holy God. As by 
Ais healing touch in the days of his fleth, he 
removed an inveterate leprofy, which no human 
methods of cure could reach ; fo can he diffufe 
purity and health throughout all the foul, if he 
putforth his gracious hand, and fay, to the 
moft polluted and degenerate creature, I will, 
be thou clean (s). Again, 

Tue Lord Jefus Chrift is able to fave his 
people, “from all the artifice and power of the 
prince of darknefs.”—If that crooked ferpent 
attempt to infinuate himfelf into the hearts of 
Chriit’s’people by the moft artful methods, he 
can trace all his winding ways; and as all the 

reafures of divine wifdom are hid in him (t), 

e knows how to turn all themoft wily practices 
of this experienced deceiver into his own con- 
ufion ; to detect every laboured ftratagem, and 
n the moft dangerous fnares to teach fuch 
ul leffons of holy prudence, as fhall tend to 
future fecurity, as well as the immediate 
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Sy a — | 

hk Brats ee Fp 

, ts 


26 The Ability of CHRIST | SER. I. 


deliverance of his fervants.—Or fhould Satan 
put on the form of a roaring lion, to throw their 
fouls into a trembling horror, it fhall appear in. 
this refpect as in others, that the lion of the 
tribe of Judah prevails (u). He who has fpoiled 
principalities and powers, and made a fhow of 
them openly on the crofs (w), will ftill affert. 
the conqueft he has gain’d, And it fhall appear, 
to the everlafting difappointment and fhame of 
all the hoft of hell, that it was not a vain boaft, 
but the words of eternal wifdom, as well as 

invariable faithfulnefs, when he faid, “I will 

give unto my fheep eternal life, and they fhall 

never perifh, neither fhall any pluck them out 
of my hand” (x). Which leads me to add 

further, 

Tuat Chrift is able to fave to the uttermoft, 
as, he can enable his people to perfevere to the 
end of their courfe, even in the midft of the 
moft formidable oppofition.”_——The ftate of 
a chriftian is indeed a warfare, and he had need 
to be compleatly armed for the combat; but he 
may depend on being vi¢torious in it, under 
the conduct of the great captain of his falvation, 
who can teach his hands to war, and his fingers 
to fight, fo that even a bow of fteel fhould be 
broken by his naturally feeble arms (y). Jefus, 
his great covenant-head, to whom the fpirit is 
even without meafure (z), can pour it out in 

o plentiful a manner, that were a career of 
Jabour, or of fuffering, arduous and hazardous 
as that of the blefled apoftle Paul, to be opened 

, her 

u. Rev. v. v. w. Col. ii. 15. “xe John x. 28, 

y- Pfal. xviii. 344 | % John sis geek ni ' ye 
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before the weakeft faint, he might fay with fuch » 
compofure and intrepidity, as Paul did, I can 
do-all-things, cr am fufficient for all, through 
Chritt that ftrengthened me (a); and might 
repeat the triumph which he has taught us, 
what fhail feparate us from the love of Chrift ? 
* thall tribulation, or diltrefs, or perfecution, or 
famine, or nakednefs, or peril, or {word ? Nay 
in all thefe things we are more than conquerors, 
through him that loved us” (b). Yea, 
_ Oor bdlefied Redeemer is able to fave to the 
uttermoft, as “he can fupport his people in 
death, and receive their fpirits to a world of 
glory.”--In that awful hour, when the deareft 
of their human friends ftand around them with 
tears of unavailing pity, he-can command 
deliverance for them; he can fupport them, 
though flefh and heart fail (c), by the lively 
views of approaching glory, whilehe ftrengthens 
the. eye of faith, to fee, as it were, heaven 
opened, and himfelf ftanding at the right hand 
of God (d), to receive the departing {pirit. So 
that the chriftian may juftly make his exit from 
off the ftage of life, with thofe graceful words 
of the apoitle, “I know whom i have believed, 
and am purfuaded that he-is able to keep what 
have committed to him until that day (c).’” 
nd whea he hath fhot the awful gulph, and 
cut off from any farther commerce with 
sarth and its inhabitan:s, he ftill finds himfelf 
in a province of the Redeemer’s empire, and 
s the important fupport of that hand, which 
‘a. Phil. iv, 13. b. Rom. viii. 35,37. c+ Pfal. Ixxiii. 26, 
Adis vi. 56. €, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
rise 
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bears the keys of death and the unfeen world 
(f). And to add no more on this head, 

Tue Lord Jefus Chrift is able to fave his 
people to the uttermoit, as * he ‘can raife their 
bodies from the diflolution of the grave, and 
conduct their compleat perfons to the regions 
of eternal felicity.” —He is the refurreétion and 
the life (g); and though death be the king of 
terrors (h), he knows and owns the conqueit of 
the king of glory, who will at length {wallow 
him up in victory (i); fo that there fhall be no 
remainder of his power, than if he had never 
never invaded any of the fubjeéts of Chrift.. 
Their triumphant prince will verify the heroic 
words of Mofes to the Egyptian tyrant, in a far 
more exalted fenfe; there fhall not a hoof be, 
left behind (k), The fleeping duft of his. 
people, wherever it be difperfed, is ftill within 
the ken of his difcerning eye, and the reach of 
his almighty hand; and when the appointed 
hour is come “all that are in the graves fhall’ 
hear the voice ofthe fon of God, and fhall 
come forth (!);” and fo illuftrious a change fhall 
pafs on their vile bodies, that they fhall be 
fathioned like unto his own glorious body, ac- 
cording to that mighty power whereby he is 
able even to fubdue all things unto himielf (m). 
When this noble work of his power fhall be 
accomplifhed, and in it the fchemes of his love 
compleated, with regard to all his elect, then 
thall he be glorified in his faints, and admired 
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in all them that believe (n). Experience fhall 
then moft amply atteft, what fuch a variety of 
other evidences is now afluring us of ; and the 
whole redeemed world fhall ring with the joy- 
‘ful acknowledgment, that he is able to fave to 
the uttermoft, in the moft compleat manner, in 
the moft perfect degree. 

I Know all thefe thoughts are common and. 
plain; yet I have infifted thus largely upon 
them, becaufe they. are the great foundations 
of our faith and hope: And had I been capable 
of furnifhing out any curious and abitrufe 
fpeculations on the fubjeét, I am fure, that 
when laid in the balance with.thefe facred and 
important truths, they would have been lighter 
than a feather, weighed againft talents of gold. 
But I would proceed to obferve, 

3. Tuar when it is faid, “ Chrift is able to fave to the 


uttermoft,” it may farther imply, that the efficacy 
of his faving grace continues the fame, throughout all 


fucceeding ages.” 

Some very celebrated commentators have 
taken the phrafe in this fenfe, and rendered it 
he is able always to fave (0) and it muft be 
confeffed, at lea{t, that the following connection 
evidently proves this to be implied. For the 
apoitle had before obferved, that Chrift had an 
unchangeable priefthood, that admitted of no 
fucceflor; and, in the clofe of the verfe, he, 
argues his ability to fave, from his ever living 
to make interceflion; and therefore it cannot 

n, 2 Theff i.,10. Ae , 

o. “ Chriftus non tantum potuit, quando mortalis erat, 
fed et punc continuo potett 5 oe Eftius in loc. 

ele 


i 


iene 4 


30 The Ability of CHRIST; ” “SER. 1. 


be improper here to touch on this thought, in 
which ever part of the text we fuppofe it chiefly 
to be fuggefted (p). A 
Our Lord Jetus Chrift was able. to fave, . 
from the beginning. His energy wrought from 
the date of the firft promife to ourfallen parents, 
as his faving power and grace were indeed the 
foundation: of it. And ftill, from that day to 
the prefent, has the feed of the woman. been 
bruifing the ferpentshead(q), infnany inftances, 
which have been as prehudes to » the compleat 
expected triumph, 2 
By faith in him, under the more obfcure 
difcoveries before his incarnation, the elders 
obtained a good report (r), and died in expec- 
tation of a better refurrection. Their faith 
embraced him, according to the degree in which 
he was revealed ; they faw his day, in a diftant 
profpect, and tcloiced (s); and were received 
~ to the divine favour here, and to eternal happi- 


=p- I cannot think it eafy, or neceffary, to determine 
which of thefe two fenfes_of “ faving tothe uttermoft”’ is 
to. be preferred ; it is certain, both the thoughts are com- 
prehended in the verfe, -If by faving to the uttermoft, we 
underftand faving perpetually, the cotipletenefs of the de- 
liverance is comprehended in the word fave; if we prefer 
the other fenfe of faving completely, that comprehendis the. 
perpetuity of it, which is.moft exprefsly afferted in the fol- 
lowing words, Ethink Brennius juftly unites both, when 
he explains it, “ perfecte, et in perpetuum}” and I have 
the pleafure to find, fince I. wrote this, that’ the great and 
excellent Dr. Owen explains the text in this) extent, ee - 
in the very words I had ufed above which therefore I thall 
not tran(cribe, See Owen on the Heb. Vol. 3. p- 235, 
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nefs above, in regard to a facrifice which was © 
yet to be offered, and a righteoufnefs which 
was yet to be wrought out. , 
He appeared to be able to fave, when he 
ddwelt on earth in a tabernacle of clay. Still 
lie mingled the dignity, and power of a God, 
«vith the abafements, and infirmities of a mortal 
man ; afferting to hir.felf the divine prerogative 
of forgiving fins (t); {peaking of.a glorious 
refurrection, and eternal life, as his gift (u); 
ceprefenting himfelf, as the head-ftone of the 
former (w), on whom was fix’d all the ftrefs of 
men’s eternal intereits ; and as the awful judge, 
before whofe tribunal the greate{tof the children 
of men fhould ftand, and from whom all fhould 
receive that decifive fentence, which fhould fix 
them in final happinefs, or defpair (x). Nay, 
éven in this deepeit humiliation, on the curfed 
tree, a ray of divine glory broke through that 
dark cloud of infamy, with which he was then 
furrounded ; and amidift all the {corn and rage 
of infulting enemies, who were reproaching 
tim as a wretch abandoned by God and man, 
he fpeaks from the, crofs, as from the throne ; 
yd, as the king of heaven, takes upon him to 
difpofe of feats in paradife, and to promife life 
sind glory to one who was then fharing with 
him in the agonies of death, and the ignominy 
f crucifixion ; “ verily I {ay unto thee, to-day 
jalt thou be with me in paradife (y).” 


iy) ee: ; - 
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‘Now if he were thus mighty to fave, when 
he dwelt in fo humble a form, when he paffed 
through fo calamitous a fcene 5 how much more 
evidently is he fo, amidft all the magnificence 
of his exaltation in the higheft heaven; whither 
he has afcended, as 2 glorious conqueror, hav- 
ing led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men (z) ?. Can we imagine, that an abode of 
feventeen hundred years at the right-hand of 
the majefty on high, has enervated his arm, 
that he cannot fave, or rendered his ear heavy, 
that he cannot hear? It were a thonght moti 
evidently abfurd! We maytherefore confidently 
affure ourfelves, that he is, at this moment, as 
able to exert an almighty power for the falva- 
tion of his people, as he was on that illustrious 
day, when he poured out the fpirit on his dif- 
ciples, at the feast of Pentecost; or that in 
which he appeared to Paul on the way to 
Damafcus with the glories of heaven new upon 
him, even with a luftre exceeding that of the 
meridian fun, and in a moment fubdued his 
ftubborn heart, and’ transformed him from a 
perfecutor to an apoftle. : 

St1LL is our Redeemer able to fave, and fhall 
continue to be fo. When we, and our children, 
are laid in the duft of death, he fhall be the 
joy and confidence of a new race of believers 5 
and to the very end of time, one generation 
{hall arile, and declare his righteouinefs to a~ 
nother (a), and that righteoufnefs fhall ftill 
retain its otiginal value. This foundation of 
‘God. fhall ftand fure, though rocks moulder 

z. Eph. iv. 8. a Pla. mai gts 
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into dull, and the mountains are removed out 
of their place; yea, when the fun fhail fade 
away in: its orb, and all the golden lamps of 
thele lower heavens are extinguifhed, the fun 
‘ glory fhall thine forth with undiminifhed 
rAdiancy : and if the work of refcue and deli- 
verance ceafe, it will be only becaufe danger, 
and mifery fhall no longer be known, and the 
very laft of his enemies is compleatly fubdued. 
Yet full his victorious energy {hall continue the 
fame, and it fhall be as true of his power, as of 
is fidelity and grace, that. Jefus Chrift is the 
ame yeiterday, to-day, and for ever (b). 

I save thus endeavoured to fhew you, what 
we are to under{tand by this phrafe of Chrift’s’ 
being able to fave to the uttermoft.——It im- 
plies the danger and mifery of thofe to whom 
he is propofed as a Saviour ;———and evidently 
expreiies a power of working out a compleat’ 
deliverance,——and the continuance of that 
power throughout all generations. 

I sHaLt conclude this head, and the prefent 
lifeourfe, with two very obvious reflections on 
what I have already delivered How great 
is that falyation which the Lord Jefus Chrifthath 
wrought out for us !—and how much are we ail 
Loncerned yery ferioufly to enquire after it ! 

‘1. How great is that falvation, which the Lord Jefus 
| hath wrovght out, ’ I 

| We have been taken afurvey of many impor- 
-ant branches of it ; and is it not moft evidently 
worthy of the title that the apoftle gives it, 
when he fliles it, fo great falvation (c) ? So great 
{ 
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indeed it is, that if we compare with it the moft 
illuftrious falvations which God wrought out 
for Ifrael of old, far from being eclipfed, it will 
rather be brightened by the comparifon; and it 
will appear how juftly he might fay, I, even I 
am the lord, and befides me there is no faviour 
(d)3; none, that compared with me, deferves 
that important name.---It was a great falvation, 
which God wrought out for lirael by Mofes, 
when he broke the power of Egypt by repeated 
blows; when he led the chofem tribes through 
the red fea, and through the defert, guided by 
the pillar of cloud and fire, and fupplied by 
heavenly bread, and water itreaming from the 
flinty rock. But the falvation of Chrift is ten 
thoufand times more important. A pioug 
Ifraelite under the rod of an Egyptian oppreflor 
might have rifen in holy contemplation and 
devotion, from the brick-kiln or the dungeon, 
‘to the prefence of God as his father, to a liberty 
of foul before him, which would have rendered 
his fervitude happier than Pharaoh’s royalty : 
or fhould the fword of the tyrant have taken 
away his life, he would have found the stroke 
‘a bleffed releafe, to a ftate°of compleat and 
eternal glory. But our fouls, im this tite of 
apoflacy, were inflaved to Satan and to fin, we 
were incapable of fpiritaal pleafaure, we were 
loft to all-future hope; till Jefus appeared, 
and feafonably came to break the iron yoke of 
our fatal bondage; to conduct us by his ipirit 
through all the perplexities and dangers of the 
-wildernefs; and, in our way to the heavenly 
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Canaan, to feed us with the true bread from 
heaven, and to give us that water of life, of 
which ifa man drink, he fhall thirft no more 
€’. Have we not infinite reafon to fay, this 
leliverer is worthy of more glory than Mofes 
£)? It was a great falvation, that was wrought 
»y Aaron, when the plague was broke out a- 
rainft Ifrael ; when it was running through their 
‘anks, and laying them, in a moment, in the 
tuft of death ; and that anointed prieft of the 
Lord, by divine inftigation, took a cenfer in his 
iand, and placing himfelf between the dead and 
he living, put a ftop to the fpreading deftruc- 
ion and made an acceptable atonement for the 
ins of the people (g). But how much more 
revalent is the atonement of Jefus, our great 
iigh-prieft, who arofe, and ftood in the breach 
0 turn away the wrath of God from us; the 
neenfe of whofe interceflion, not only like 
\aron’s, procures the reprieve of a mortal life, 
ut the favour of God and eternal happinefs ? 
——But neither Aaron nor Mofes, compleated 
he purpofes of the divine favour to Ifrael his 
eople; and it was in fome refpeét a greater 
dyation than either of thefe, that Jofhua 
feéted, when he Jed them through Jordan, 
» the land of promife ; when he vanquiihed the 
‘ngs of Canaan, and their armies,; when he 
‘opped the fun in its career, to give them light 
o purfue their conquett ; till at laft he divided 
he whole country to them, for an inheritance 
ven the land flowing with milk and honey. 
Sut this was only a type of the true Joshua, 
&. Johniv. 14. f. Heb. iii. 3, g. Numb. xvi 47, 48° 
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who having himfelf conquered our enemies 
alone, and trodden them down like grapes in. 
the wine-prefs (h), caufes us to fhare in the 
fruit of his viCtory,-by afligning us a fettlement 
in a better country, that is, a heavenly (i.) 
Were I to fpeak of the fucceeding falva- 
tions under their Judges, and their kings, I 
fhould, by mentioning a fucceffion of deliver- 
ances, intimate the comparative imperfe¢tion of 
each. In the land of their inheritance be 
finned againft the Lord; and they were chaften- 
ed there, and opprefled by one enemy after 
another ; till at length, the whole! nation of 
them was difpofleffed of it, and fell by the 
fword, or were carried unto captivity. But 
it is the glory of Jefus, our great deliverer, to 
perfect his work ;° conduéting his people to a 
world of everlafting fecurity, from which they 
can never be expelled, and in which they hall 
never be molefted. Let then the rod of 
Mofés, and the cenfer of Aaron, and the fword 
of Jofhua, and the fceptre of David, bow to the 
fuperior glories of the crofs of Chrift, and be 
laid down in humble reverence at the -footftool 
of his throne. And let our fouls adore Jefus 
the Almighty Saviour, and be daily more folli- 
citous to fecure an intereft in that falvation, 
tag he has introduced.- Which leads me to 
7 a ) q : » ny > a 
2. How important is it, that we all ferioufly enquire after 
this'‘mighty Saviour ? “3 ais eee Oe 
You have all frequently heard of him. : 
_confcience fay, whether you have diligent-em 
h. Ifa. Ixiii. 3. iy Heb. a 16, 


> | 


sER.1. ta Save to the Uttermost. 37 
quired into the credentials he brings, into the 
offer he makes, into your own concern in fuch 
propofals as thefe? 1 fear, many of you are 
confcious to yourfelves, that you have neglected 
this great falvation. Unhappy creatures, how 
will you efeape, if you perfift in fuch a neglect ! 
- Yer ftill, my friends, after all that is paft, 
here will (if God continue our lives a few fab- 
baths longer,) be another opportunity of review- 
ing thefe things ac large. I am more fully 
to lay before you the proof that Chrift is able 
to fave to the uttermoft, the efficacy of his in- 
terceflion for this blefied purpofe, and the 
tharaéter of thofe who may expect this falva- 
tion from him. Let me befpeak the ferious 
attention of all, and particularly of the younger 
part of my auditors. Let paflion, and bufinefs, 
and evéry ‘worldly vanity be filent; and let 
every one that hath an ear, hear what the {pirit 
is ftill faying to the churches (k), what itis the 
very life of {inners to know, the duty of every 
faithful minifter often to repeat, and the wil- 
dom of the. moft eftablifhed faints often to 
recollect. 


k. Rev, in, 22. 


" 


SERMON I. 
The Proofs of CHRIST’s Ability to fave. 
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Wherefore he is able alfo per them to the utter- 
maft, that come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
liveth to make interceffion for them. 


/ 


I HOUGH the nature of man’be fadly de- 
. generated, and we are alienated from the life 
of God through the Ignorance that is in us .a) 5! 
yet there are fome remainders of human and 
focial affe€tion, which feem fo wrought into the 
conftitution of our foul, as to be as infeparable 
from us as our being. From hence the mind 
feels itfelf delighted with the furvey of benevo- 
lent actions, no lefs neceflarily, than the eye 
with the profpect, or the ear with the moft 
harmonious mufic. Nor can it merely a 
regard to our own intere{t, which adds a relith 
to fuch accounts ; for we delight to hear them, 
though the fcene be laid in the moft diftant age 
or country. Nay, fictions of this a> ge a 
fecret charm, which it is not eafy to refift, and 
the pleafure is real, where we know the occafion 
of itto be only imaginary. ~ 9 
Bur fure it may be faid with the utmoft 
propriety,, that as eye hath not feen, nor are 
{ a Eph. iv. 8, ! 
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by credible report heard, fo neither hath. it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive ¢b). 
any other difplay of benevolence and goodnéis, 
even comparable to that which the gofpel pre- 
fents. All the celebrated exploits of real, or 
fictitious heroes, are not worth the mention, 
when compared with thofe of the great captain 
of our falvation. Were we to contemplate it 
merely an idea, and to fet afide all the evidences 
of it, and ail the remembrance of our own con- 
cern in it; yet even then how delightful would 
the contemplation be ! behold the Son of God, 
a perfon to whom the mightieft potentate on 
earth, the moft exalted angel in heayen is but 
as a worm, divefting himfelf of celeftial glory, 
putting on him the torm of a wretched mortal, 
and fubmitting to death in the moft horrible 
thape! for what? to free fome fingle nation 
from civil bondage ? To humble fome proud 
tyrant of the earth? to reftore an oppreffed 
people to liberty and peace ; or to form uncul- 
tivated favages to diicipline, arts, and focial 
life ? thefe are great things for a man to do; 
thefe may render thename ofa prince immortal; | 
but the Lord of glory defcends for nobler pur- 
pofes; to Conquer and deftroy the tyrant of 
hell, to refcue from his cruel fervitude an innu- 
merable multitude. of all nations, and people, 
and kindreds, and tongues (c); to form their 
groveling and degenerate minds to the moft 
ufeful knowledge, to the nobleft fentiments, 
and the moft exalted pleafures ; to bring them 

‘the glorious liverty, and ineftimable privileges 
-~b. 1 Cor, ii. 9. C. Rey. vii. 9. 
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of the children of God; and, finally, to fix 
them for ever in aftate of honour and happinefs, 
fi whence they might look down with 
{uperior contempt on whatever earth ean afford, 

. moft grateful to our fenfes, moft amufing to 
our imaginations, moft tranfporting to. our 
paffions. 

I Have already told you, that all this, and 
much more than this, is comprehended in the 
phrafe of Chrift’s being able to fave to the 
uttermoft. But is all this only a pleafing 
dream, an agreeable amufement of thought ? Is 
it only what our fancy may paint, and our 
hearts might with ? Is it a conje€ture built on 
.dark probabilities, or precarious reports ? No ; 
through the divine goodnefs we can fay, that 
the proofs of this falvation are as convincing, as 
its defign is amiable, and its bleflings i important. 
We proceed therefore, 

Seconpuy, To prove the truth we have ex- 
plained ; or to fhew you how evident it is, that 
the Lord ‘Jefus Chrift is able thus to fave to 
the uttermoft, and to compleat the falvation of 
every believer; i in every {ucceeding age of the 
church and world. 

Tus is an evangelical myftery, which the 
deepeft reach of human reafon would not have 
been able to difcover; and which when difcove- 
ed, in this corrupt ftate, it is too unwilling ‘to 
receive. Should I take the proof in its ionolt 
extent, it would be neceflary to divide it into 
two grand branches ;—firft, to fhew that the 
gofpel revelation is true; as 

s pas hy ‘ ie a 
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ting its truth, the almighty power of Chriit to. 
fave follows, by a moft.eafy and neceflary con- 
fequence. 

Tue former of thefe is fo extenfive a fubject, 
) that I fhall chufe to handle it apart* :—And to 
‘infift, at prefent, on the latter, I hope it will not 
be thought an unreafonable thing, when addref- 
fing to an auditory of profeffed chriftians, now 
to take it for granted, that the gofpel is divine. 
Allowing it to be fo, it will indeed be an eafy 
thing to prove the Ability of Chriit to fave. 
And did [I aim at nothing but abftract argu- 
ment, the proof might be unanfwerably dif- 
patched in a very few words ; for as the whole 
tenor of the gofpel fuppofes it, fo a multitude 
of icriptures direétly aflert it; and indeed the 
very words of the text may alone ferve moft 
firmly to efteblifh it. But,’ my brethren, I 
cannot be contented with your cold and lifelefs 
affent, to fo vital, and fo impotant a doétrine. 
I would prove it, not merely to your under- 
ftandings, but your confciences. To affect 
thefe, various topics of argument are fuggefted 
in the word of truth. I will now endeavour 
to trace them. O that they might be attended 
with fuch demonftration of the {pirit, that every 
trembling awakened finner may be encouraged 
to venture his foul on this almighty Saviour ; 
and that every chriltian may be quickened to a 
more delightful acquiefcence in him, and being 
ftrong in faith, may give more abundant glory 
to God through Chniit ! 


& #* Serm. vii, ix, x. 
a§ - 
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I woutp argue then, that our Lord Jefus 
Chrift will evidently appear thus able to fave, 
if we confider,--that he was commiflioned by 
the Father for this great work;— that he appears, 
in his perfon and character, emimently fitted 
for it;—that he has done and borne all that 
we can imagine neceflary to effect it ;—that he 
has been approved by the Father, as having 
compleatly anfwertd this glorious defign ;— 
that, in confequence of all, he has made fuch 
overtures and promifes, as imply a fall power 
of accomplifhing it ; and that, as a convincing 
{pecimen of this power, he has already begun, 
and carried on the falvation of a multitude of 
fouls, whofe experience confirms this comfor- 
‘table truth. ; : 
Ir thefe particulars be duly confidered in 
their connection with each other, I am perfuad- 
éd nothing more will be neceflary to prove, 
that Chrift is able to fave to the uttermoft ; nor 
could we fo much as with for clearer evidence 
of it, tho’ it be the great. bafis of our eternal 
hopes: Yet, becaufe it is fo, 1 hope you will 
pardon my indulging, what might otherwife 
feem a redundancy of proof... ~ 

1. Tue Lord Jefus Chrift was “ appointed by God to the 
work of a Saviour,” ard therefore is able to perform it 

to the uttermoft. ’ 4 q 
We are fure, ‘that the witnefs of God is 
according to truth (d); and this is his teftimony, 
that he hath given to us eternal life, land this 
life is in his Son (e), As foon as ever-the firft 


d. Romii 2 ¢, 1 Johny. 11 Me 
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intimations of grace and mercy were given tO 
finful creatures, their eyes were directed to him, 
as the great feed of the woman, who was to 
bruife the ferpent’s head (f). In fucceeding 
pecs he is fpoken of as God’s fervant, in whom 
e delighted ; as his ele€t, in whom his foul was 
well pleafed; and that particularly, while he 
confidered him as the perfon, who fhould be 
given for a covenant to the people, and for a 
tight to the Gentiles (g’\. And, to fhew how 
great a ftrefs. was to be laid on him, he is fome- 
times reprefented as made, by the immediate 
interpofition of God, the head-ftone of the 
corner, though he had_ been rejected by thofe, 
whofe office and _profeflion it was to build up 
the church (h). Nay, he is elfewhere defcribed 
as the foundation ftone which God himfelf had 
laid in Sion, eleét, and precious, a fure and tried 
ftone (i), fo that he that believeth on him {hall 
not be confounded (k). When he was coming 
into the world, the name of Jefus was given 
him, on purpofe to fhew, that he was to fave 
his people from their Sins (1): At his entrance 
on his public miniftry, he was declared, by a 
voice from idee to be God’s beloved Son, in 
whom he is well pleaied (m); and thro’ the 
whole courfe of it, he was fealed by the fpirit 
in an extraordinary manner, as the perfon who 
ia feed hungry fouls with the meat which 
dureth to everlaiting life (n). : 
Pow furely, if we were capable fe going no 
et a iii. Ise Be Ifa. xlii. 1, 6. h. Pialm exvyiii- 
22. . Ita. xxvii. 16, k. 1 Pet. ii, 6. L. Mat. i. 21. 
a fy ay. tr yee 29 
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farther than this, we might reft here with great 
fatisfaction. The wifdom of Ged cannot err. 
He is the fovercign Judge of the fitnefs of ends, 
and of means; and where his judgment is declar- 
ed, we may acquiefce in it without farther de- 
bate. Since he appears to have fixed Chrilt as 
a nail in a fure place (0), we need not fear to 
hang upon him even the vaft weight of our 
ETERNAL INTEREST. And we might chearfully 
have done it, even tho’ God had concealed from 
us many of thofe glories of his perfon, which 
he has in fome meafure difcovered in f{eripture. 
Neverthelefs, fo far as they are revealed, ’tis — 
our happinefs to know, and our wifdom atten- 
tively to confider them; which reminds me of 
adding. "ps hs. 
2. Twat, fo far as we are capable of judging, the Lord 
efus Ghrift appears, in his perfon and. character, per- 
jectly, fit to. accomplifh the work to which he is thus 
divinely appointed, and to fave his people even to the 
uttermoft. ; 
For the illuftration of this great argument, 
it will be proper for us humbly to view him, in 
his glorious appearance, under the title of the 
great Emmanuel, God with’ us 9(p) i_ our | 
nature ; and to regard him as God manifefted * 
in human fiefh (q)» For the mytterious union 


of the divine and human natures in heen 


of our blefled Redeemer, is that which ders 

him the fecure confidence of our fouls, an 

anchor both fure and ftedfaft. (r’ hal 
Even in the human nature of the Lord Jefus 


' 9. Ifa. xxii. 23,24. pe Mati 23. q x Tim, ti, 16, | 
r. Heb. vi. 19. ay ae 
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Chrift, there is that which appears admirably 
fuited to the bieffed defign of our redemption. 
‘The apoftle tells us, that forafmuch as the 
children, whom he undertook to conduct unta 
glory, are partakers of flefh and blood, he alfo 

imielf tock part of the fame (s). He was in- 
deed bone af ur bone, and flefh of our, fefh ; 
and thus hecame capable of yielding that cbedi- 
ence to his i heed Var and making that atone- 
ment to his Juftice, which had otherwife been 
impoffible, © {t was neceflary, that he fhould 
have fomewhat to offer (t); he therefore affumed - 
a mortal body, that he might offer it as a 
facrifice to God of a fweet-{melking favour (u). 

Anp that it might be fo, it was abfolutely 
requifite, that he fhould be an immaculate lamb. 
He was therefore fuch a vitim, and fuch an 
high-prieft as became us, being perfectly holy, 
harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from finners 
(w). Nor was he only free from every degree 
of {tain and pollution, but by his own voluntary 
confent as made under a law, to which he 
was by no neceffity of nature fubject : that he 
rip bring in a compleat and everlafting 


; 


tighteoufnets (x), by the knowledge of which 
(haying borne their fins) he might juttify many 
OY 
% 


office with refpe& to the holinefs and purity of 
"his charaéter ; fo he was completely furnifhed 
for it by the moft plentiful efuhions of the holy 
_fpirit, which was given to him without meafure 
5, Heb. ii. rg.  . Heb. viii. 3. 0. Eph. v. 2 
‘wi Heb, vii. 26. x. Dan. ix. 24. y. Ifa. liu, rr, 
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(z), and poured out upon him as the oil of glad- 
nefs, with which he was anointed (a) above any 
of thofe, who by divine grace were appointed 
to be the humble partners of his glories. It 
not only defcended on him, and refided in him ; 
but from him it ftreameth forth, as water from 
a fountain. He was appointed to baptize his 
_ people with the Holy Ghoft and with fire (b), 
with a fpirit of wifdom, of zeal, and of holinefs, 
as well as with that miraculous energy which 
wrought in fo powerful a manner in the firft of 
his fervants, whom he fent forth to publifh his 
gofpel in the world, ? 
Bur is this all that we can fay of our 
Redeemer’s fitnefs to anfwer the glorious charac- 
ter under which he appeared, and to effeét the , 
important work he undertook ? that he was an 
excellent and holy man, and furnifhed with an 
uncommon degree, both of the miraculous gifts, 
and the fanétifying, graces of the Spirit? No, 
chriftians, we are very thankful, that we have. 
not fo learned Chrift (c). We hav: taught 
to adore him, as over all, God bleiléd for ever 
(d) ; as the brightnefs of the fathet’s glory, and 
the exprefs image of his perfon (e); as Jehovah 
our righteoufnefs (f), who being in the forg: of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God (g); and took upon himfelf no higher 
character than what he hada right to claim 


when he fpake of himfelf, in his ‘ances 
is the living» 
z. Jonn iii. 34. a.,Pfal. xlv b. ag Irs 
3. — f. Jer 


the faints under the old teftament, 
l. xlv. 7. 
c. Eph. iv. 20. d. Rom. ix. 5. ¢, Heb. & 3. 


xxii, 6. ge Phil i. 6. , peat. 
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and true God, as a perfon properly divine* 
Here, my brethren, here is the moft glorious 
evidence of his being able to fave to the utter- 
moft.- We fhould dread the curfe pronounced 
on the man that maketh flefh his arm (h), 
/fhould we repofe all the truft and confidence 
of our fouls on created power and goodnefs, and 
wifdom and fidelity, 2ppearing in a human, or 
we may add, even in an angelic form. But 
how chearful may we trutt.che merit of his 
atonement, and the efficacy of his grace, when 
we confider him as that glorious and wonderful 
_perfon, in whom PE es all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead bodily (i). Permit me on this occafion 
to refume fome of the heads of my former dif- 
courfe, and briefly to {hewjhow they are illuftrat- 
ed by this important thought. 

Wet may our fouls magnify the Lord, and 
our fpirits rejoice in God. our Saviour (k); for 
furely in his name, we may courageoully fet up 
our banners (1), againit the various legions of 
furrounding enemies. Let confcience marthal, 
our fins in order. before us, as a mighty army, 
in the moft dreadful array ; let it charge us 
heme with the exceeding fiffulnefs of each ; 
and with that dreadful eloquence, which is 

liar to itfelf, aggravate each asa kind of 
infinite evil : there cannot be a malignity of any 
‘of them, or in all, greater than the efficacy of 
that bieod, which was poured forth to 
expiate them. Hadit been merely the blood of - 
a whole hecatomb of bulls or of gOats, of inno- 
eS te tis ay ae 2 2 
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cent men, or even of holy angels, th Id they 
for fuch a purpofe have become incarnate, we 
might ftill_ perhaps have been ready to object. 
Where is the proportion between the offence 
on one hand, and the fatisfaction on the other ? 
but we fee it here, when we confider that the 
church of God is redeemed with his own blood 
(m). In that blood, we behold the honours of 
the divine law moft glorioufly difplayed, and 
the rights of his government fo ftrenuoufly 
afferted, that we can eafily believe, that neither 
will be injured, by pardoning the moft aggrava- 
ted offences, with a view to fuch an atonement. 
Let Satan appear in every form of artifice, 
or of rage, poflefled, as he is, of fuch formidable - 
remainders of angelic knowledge, or angelrc 
ftrength. We know, that by Chrift were all 
things created, whether vifible or invifible, not 
excepting thrones and dominions, principalities 
and powers (n). So that all the knowledge, and _ 
all the force, which this prince of hell could 
ever boait, even in his primzval ftate, when a 
fhining cherub in the regions of glory; was only 
a feeble reflection of the glories of his great~ 
original.’ His hand formed this crooked fer- 
pent (o);.and how eafily can his hand cruth him, 
and enable even the weakeft of his fervants, to 
trample him under their feet (p)? 
Srorms of pailion are fometimes rifing, and 
the floods of corrupt nature are often: 
fiercely on thé foul ; but he that ftills the foam- 
ing, and the roaring of the fea, can command 


m. Aas XX. 28, n. Col, i, 16, o. Job xxvi. 13+ 
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this tempeft into a calm (q).. He that created us 
at firit, can create us anew, can deliver us from 
every evil work, and preferve us to his heavenly 
kingdom (r). 
| ‘YHoucu difficulties, and dangers, and death 
itfelf lie in the way to our compleat falvation, 
a divine power can arm us againit all. “While 
the f{pirit of the Lord is with us, though deftitute 
of all other might, vatt mountains fhall fpread 
themfelves into a plain before us (s). Deitruc- 
tion itfelf fhall-hear his voice, and nature Yhall 
a fecond time rife out of its chaos, to wear a 
righter face of order and of beauty. For God 
brings down to the grave, and raifes again (t). 
And fince ‘Chrift is the Son of God by a gene- 
ration which none can fully declare (u), by a 
union which none can fully comprehend; we 
may eafily believe, that thofe who fleep in the 
duit fhall come forth at his call (w), and that 
nothing fhall be wanting to the everlafting 
fecurity, and complete happinefs of thofe whom 
he will condefcend to own as his people. 

You will not blame me, that I have infifted 
thus copioufly on the argument taken from the 
divinity of our redeemer’s perfon, to prove the 
extent of his power to fave; confidering the 
itrefs he himfelf lays upon it in, thofe memorable 
words, “I give unto my fheep eternal life, and 
they fhall never perifh, neither fhall any pluck 
them out of my hand; my Father, who gave 
them me, is greater than all, and none is able 


q- Pfal. Ixy. 7. r. 2 Tim. iv. 18. s. Zech. iv. io 
t. 1 Sam. ii 6 u. Ifa. lili. 8, w. Dan. xii. 2 
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to pluck them out of my father’s hand. Land 
my father are one (x);” his omnipotence is there- 
fore mine; and in that my fheep are fecure. 
3. “Tus Lord Jefus Christ has done all that we can 
imagine neceffary, in order to effect, and fecure our 
{alvation ;”? and therefore we may conclude that he is 
able to fave to the uttermost. ais 5 
You have heard fomething of the glories of 
the Redeemer’s perfon ; and I truft you are not 
entirely strangers to the riches of his grace. I 
hope I may fay with the apostle, * You know 
the grace of our Lord Jefus Christ 5 that though 
he was rich, yet for our fakes he became poor, 
that he through his poverty might be made 
rich (y). You know that he emptied himfelf 
_of that original glory, which he wore in the 
heavenly world, and took upon him the form oft 
a fervant, being found in fafhion as a man (z). 
You know that he fubmitted to the incon- 
veniencies and forrows of a mortal life, and at 
last, to the agonies of an accurfed death to a- 
tone the injured justice of God, to purchafe 
forfeited happinefs for his people, to procure 
for them the tantifying influences of the fpirit, 
and to furnifh outthofe endearing confiderations, 
whereby their hearts are constrained, to holy 
obedience, more, effectually than by all the 
terrors of the Lord; conftrained, perhaps, 
I may fay, more powerfully, as well:as more 
{wectly, than by any arguments drawn merely 
from a view to their own interest, and the prol. 
pects of a future reward: for love is strong as 
a John x. 28-30. —-y._@ Cor vill. 9. ee ik ii, 
a ie : ‘ ; "a 
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death (a), and in fome remarkable instances has 
proved much stronger. I might add, that hav- 
ing finifhed his glorious embafly on earth, and 
clofed the fcene of his labours and. fufferings, 
he at length returned into heaven, there to ap- 
pear in the prefence of God for us (b) 5. to pre- 
fent before him the blood which he fhed on the 
crofs, and in virtue of it to make continual inter- 
ceffion for us: wfing all his interest in the court 
of heaven, in favour of his unworthy fervants on 
earth. But this would lead me imto another 
branch of my fubjeét, which I must referve to 
afuture difcourfe. And I content myfelf, for 
the prefent, with obferving, that though we 
could not by the light of unaffisted reafon have 
known all thefe things to be neceffary, yet now 

they are difcovered to us, we find them to be 
vety fit and reafonable ; and cannot imagine 
that any thing more is requifite, completely to 

accomplith the work ofa Saviour. But bleiled 

be God, we have a still furer foundation for 

our confidence here; for if any fhould urge, 

(what is indeed true, that we are not competent 
judges of the rights of God the fupreme 
governor, we may with great pleafure anfwer, 
4 Tuat the Father hath declared his full approbation of 

what Christ hath done, under the character of a 

- Saviour,” and thereby given us the most glorious proof, 
| that he is indeed ble to fave to the uttermost. 

” His power to fave, as a mediator, is evidently 
sd on the efficacy of that atonement, which 
efented to the Father for the fins of his 

‘We wonder not, if his difciples were 
‘fome alarm, while he hung on the crofs, 
ews” b. Heb. ix. 24, 
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and appearing to an eye of fenfe incapable. of 
elivering himfelf ; while they hedod his infult- 
ing enemies cry out, he faved others, himfelf he 
faye (c). We wonder not, that while his faered 
body flept in the dust of death, the faith. of his 
fervants was weak, and their fears strong; fo 
that they faid with a trembling uncertainty, 
“¢ we trusted, this had been he that fhould have 
redeemed Ifrael (d). But God raifed Christ 
from the dead and with him he raifed our 
hope, and our ,confidence. ‘Thus he declared 
him to be the Son of God with power (e); and 
fhewed that the demands of his justice were 
fatisfied, fince otherwife his prifoner could not 
_ have been releafed. Nay, im order to declare 
it in the most convincing manner, God appoint’ 
ed that his Son’s refurrection fhould be attend. 
ed with circumstances, of peculiar honour; an’ 
Angel defcending from heaven to roll away the 
stone from the door of the fepulchye (f); and 
two angels being employed to wait there, ta) 
-give his dejected followers the first welcome 
notices of this great event (g). : 
Nor must I by-any means omit the menti 
of that very illustrious and important circum. 
stance, his afcenfion into heaven, im the prefence 
~of his apostles ; 2 cloud, as a triumphant chariot 
receiving him out of their fight; and angels a 
the fame time defcending to aflure them, tha 
he who was then rifing to manfions “of glor 
fhould another day appear confpicuous-to ¢1 
eye, when he fhould return un: 
of the univerfal judge (h), 
c. Mat. xxvii. q2, . d. Luke xxiv, ot. 
f, Mat. xxvii. 2. g. Luke xxiv. 4, & 
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His being admitted to fit down at the right 
hand of the majesty on high (i), and fending 
down, upon his interceflion there, the miraculous 
endowments of the fpirit, on the apostles, at 
the day of Pentecost, are incontestable and 
crerlasting evidences of the divine acceptance, 
and theretore of his faving power. And furely 
Wwe cannot entertain a doubt of it, when we 
confider, that he is gone into Heaven, Angels, 
and authorities, and powers, being made fubjeét 


‘0 him ,k); and is there constituted by the. 


efignation of the father, head over all things 
to the Church (1). 


5- I mrcur further argue the ability of Christ to fave, 
“ from the gracious promifes of falvation which he has 
made, either in his own perfon, or by thofe who had a 

\ 2 commiffion from him.” 

You know thofe important and encouraging 
paflages fo well, that it will not be needful for 
ine largely to infift upon them. You know, 
how plainly they exprefs an extent of grace, 
reaching even to the moft enormous finners ; 
wd therefore, how clearly they imply a 
verrefpondent extent,of power. He invited all 
that labour and are heavy Jaden to come to 
im ; and promifed on their application to him, 
that he would give them reft (m). He pro- 
‘laimed, m a numerous aflembly, on a day of 
tay of public feftivity, that every thirfty foul 
‘hould be moft cordially welcome to come unto 
| ddrink (n); and aflures his heaters elfe- 
that he will by no means caft out any 
‘e 


k. 1 Bet. ili. 22. 1. Eph. i. 22. 
n. John vil. 37. 
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who fhould come (0). The apoftle Peter 
declares, that by him all that believe are juitified 
from all things, from which they could not be 
juftified by the law of Mofes (p), and confequent- 
ly not by the law of innocence, which left no 
room for repentance. And.St. Paul had his 
authority to aflure us, not only that Chrift came 
into the world to fave finners, of whom himfelf 
was chief ; but he adds, that it was for this very 
caufe that he obtained mercy, that in him firft, 
(or rather, in him as the chief) Chrift might 
ihew forthall long-fuffering, fora pattern to fuch 
as fhould hereafter believe (q). Now, let 
me intreat you to confider what I have already 
faid, of the dignity of his perfon, the glory of 
‘ his kingdom, and the fanétity of his character 5 
and then fay, whether infidelity itfelf can fuggeft 
fo unworthy a thought as this, that Jefus, the 
Son of God, the Lord of glory, the faithful and 
true witnefs, fhould ever mock and delude 
wretched mortals, by the offers of a falvation, 
which. neverthelefs he knows he is not able to’ 
beftow? that be far from thee, O gracious Lord ! 
and be that bafe and abfurd fufpicion as far from) 
us !-But to add no more on this head, 4 

6. “We may very furely and comfortably argue, from | 

inftances, in which the faving power of Chrift hat 


already been difplayed,” that he is able to fave to the 
uttermofi, 


Tere is nothing, that ftrikes the mind of 
wife man, like fact. Experiments do fometimes 
ftrengthen our affent to thofe propofitions, 
which ‘have been demonftrated to us, even in 
©, John vi. 37. p, Adts xiii. 39.  q. 1 Tim, i. 15, 16. 

; ee 


¢ 


. 
9 

Py a t “ 
Ore 4 z 


SER. 1. CHRIST’s Ability to Save. 55 
methods of matheniatical proof; at leaft they 
imprefs the mind with-a peculiar kind of con- 
viction, which nothing elfe is capable of giving. 
Now, blefled be God, there is a cloud of wit- 
fies to atteft this facred truth, that Chrift has 
begun, and carried on the falvation of a multi- 
rude of fouls. 
» Ler us look back to the hiftory of former 
ages, and fee how many, who were once funk 
mto the loweft degeneracy, have been renewed 
10 a divine life by the gofpel of Chrift. What 
nltitudes, who were once even the reproach 
§ our nature, have been wafhed and fanctified, 
and juftified, in the name of the Lord Jefus, 
and by the fpirit communicated from. him (r). 
Reflect on the former, and the latter conquefts 
of divine grace ; and you will fee, that even the 
hief of finners have not been beyond its reach. 
Ann I perfuade myfelf, the fubje€t will ap- 
sear to be farther confirmed by the experience 
of fome who hear me this day. Are there net 
nany of you, my friends, who find a moft happy 
Iteration in yourfelves, wlen compared with 
what you once were? Are there not many, 
whofe eyes, once fpiritually blind, have been 
ypened, and their deaf ears unflopped? May I 
ot fay to you, my brethren, as Paul to the 
Jphefians, you hath he quickened who were 
lead in trefpaffes and fins (s). For that it was 
tT is work, that it was wrought by his 
‘Olpel, and by his fpirit, you are as fure, as that 
; been wrought at all. 
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Nay, to advance yet farther in this argument, 
let faith unveil the eye of the foul, and help it 
to look forward to a world invifible to fenfe. 
View it in the light thrown upon it by fcripture, 
of whofe divine authority you are fo abundantly 
affured; and what a delightful fpectacle will 
open itfelf there! What thining forms: of 
holinefs, and of joy! What an innumerable 
triumphant multitude of all nations, and kind} 
reds, and people, and tongues (t)! How loud 
do their praifes found! With what unutterable 
rapture do their fouls overflow, too big to be 
expreffed, even by the language of heaven ! 
’ Now, if it be afked, ‘as it once was, who are 
thefe, that are cloathed in white robes ? And 
from whence do they come? The anfwer may 
be given as there, they’ are come out of great 
tribulation ; they were once the inhabitants of 
earth, heirs to the infirmities and forrows of this 
mortal {tates and the moft excellentof them, even 
they who facrifice their lives in the defence 
of the truth, and fealed it with their own blood, 
even they have wafhed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the lamb (v). They 
owe it to his atonement, and righteou nefs that 
they are now holy and glorious ereatures 5 and 
each of them will be an everlafting monument 
of his power, as well as ef his grace. And fure- 
ly when we view them in the joys -and glories 
_ of the intermediate ftate, we may well affure 

ourfelves, that he who has faved them .thus far, 
is able to [ave to the uttermoft ! Amd we can no 
amore doubt, whether he can Faife their bodies 

t. Rev. vii. ws Rew Wii 13,140 
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‘tom the tomb, than we could have doubted, 
whether he could untie the linen bands in 
shich Lazarus was held, when we had feen him 
dofing the bands of death, and animating his 
-arpfe after it had begun to putrify (w). 

~ Noruinc more can be requifite to prove the 
ruth. I perfuade myfelf, you are convinced, 
hat Chrift is able to fave to the uttermoft ; and 
hope, you feel your hearts imprefled, as well 
'§ your judgments fatisfied. But I cannot dif- 
ails the fubjeét, till I have added a few reflec- 
sons upon it. : 

'Now I fhall omitfome, which might naturally 
rife from what I have already faid, becaufe they 
vill occur afterwards with greater advantage ; 
nd fhall content myfelf with fuggefting thefe 
wo, which I recommended to your farther 
onfideration.—How great is the danger of thofe, 
hat reject and affront this almighty Saviour !— 
nd how groundlefs are the fears of thofe, that 
ave ventured their fouls upon him ! 

t. Hew great is the danger and miiery of thofe, that 

reject and affront fuch an almighty S aviour! 

‘Tr he is able to fave, he is alfo able to deftroy ; 
9 break his enemies with a rod of iron, and to 
‘ath them in pieces like a potter’s veflel (x). 
\las, finners, though your ingratitude be fo 
oul, though your treatment of Chrift be fo 
\dious, as to move the aftonifhment, as well as 
he indignation, of all that view him and you, 
a a juft, that is, in a fcripture light; yet my 
veart is both grieved and terrified for you, when 


w, John xi. 43, 44. %. Pfal. iis 9. 
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I think, what the end of your oppofition to him 
will be. Unhnppy creatures! What’ will you 
do, when he riles up? And when he judges, 
what will you anfwer him (y) ¢ When he pro- 
ceeds to execute his fentence; how will you 
efcape, or refift, or endure it ? Were it merely 
the indignation of a man like-yourfelves, you 
' might either oppofe it, or bear it. But, alas, 
how infupportable will'be the vengeance of an 
almighty arm! If it eould alone bring falvation, 
it will alone be able to bring calamity and ruin. 
Yet were auxiliary force neceflary, all the legions 
of heaven would appear ‘armed againit you, 
under the command of Jefus their Lord. If 
you do indeed believe your bibles, I wonder that 
you do not tremble, when you read, or hear, of 
that dreadful day, in which you are to be fo inti- 
mately concerned ; when’tis exprefsly faid, that 
the moft infolent of his enemies thall flee before 
him in wild and helpleis confternation; when 
- the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, as_ well as others of meaner rank, 
fhall hide themfelves in the dens, and in th 
rocks of the mountains, and {hall fay to th 
mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide 
from the face of ‘him that fitteth on ,the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb 
for the great day of his wrath is come; an 
who fhall be able to ftand (2)? What 
dreadful emphafis is there in thefe words ! H 
plainly do they intimate, that th auld pref 
the cruth of a mountain to the more infuppor 


y- Job xxxi, 14. 2% Rev. Vi, TSp-->4 7. 
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ble weight of his wrath; and that they will 
tave more hope of moving rocks bylifheir intrea- 
ies, than of prevailing on their then inflexible 
judge? And will your hearts endure, or your 
rands be ftrong, when the heavens fhall depart 
¥ a feroll, and mountains and iflands fhall be 
emoved Were the leaft of the fervants of 
vhrift this day addrefling himfelf to an aflembly 
f the greateft princes and potentates on earth, 
i¢ might be bold to fay in the name of this 
ing of glory; be wife now therefore, O ye 
ings; be initructed, ye judges of the earth: 
erve the Lord with humble fear, and rejoice in 
our own dignity, or in the offers of his grace, 
vith trembling: kifs the Son of God, in token 
f your ready {ubmiffion to his government, left 
¢ be angry, and yow perifh from the way in a 
noment, when his wrath is kindled again{t yeu. 
ind this faithful and neceflary warning would 

now addrefs to you, adding, as the Pfalmift 
oth, bleffed are all they, that put their truft in 
im (a); which leads us to the other reflection, 

2. How unreafonable are the fears of thofe, that have 

ventured their fouls upon Chrift ! 

Too frequently does the humble chriftian, in 
ne view of all his difficulties, his dangers, and 
is enemies, fecretly borrow the word of David 
1 his melancholy frame, and fay, I fhall one 
ay perifh by their hand(b): But as the anointing 
il of God was upon him, he preferved him in 
ll, and made him victorious over all: And it 
vas an emblem. of the victory of the chriftian, 


a, Plal. ii. 16- -12, b, t Sam. xxvii. 1. 


- 
- 


69 The Proofs of _ SER. It, 


under the conduét of Chrift, and the anointings 
of his {pirity, It is very difhonourable to Chriit, 
as well as very uncomfortable to ourfelves, to be. 
continually terrified and alarmed, while under 
the care of fuch a helper, who declares himfelf 
the Lord mighty to fave ; and the devil gains 2 
great advantage againft the foul, by throwing 
it into fuch panic terrors: The fuccours of 
reafon are then betrayed, and the nobler relief 
of faith in fome meafure intercepted. And 
therefore let the particulars 1 have now been 
illuftrating be often recollected, and frequently 
plead them with your own hearts, ‘Oh my 
foul, is there any thing fo peculiar in thy cafe; 
that he who has faved fo many milions cannot 


—* fave thee ? Has Satan acquired any new power, 


fince Jefu§ conquered him on the erofs ? or can 
I imagine, that hell fhall now begin to triumph 
over heaverl, and the ‘almighty fhepherd be at 
length repulfed by thefe infernal wolves, fo as 
to {tand by, a helplefs {pectator, while they are 
deftroying his fheep ? How blafphemoys, and 
how deteltable a thought! My foul, thou art 
in the hands of Chrift; and by a new act of 
faith, I do this moment commit thee to him, as 
able to fave to the uttermoft, thofe that come 
unto God by him.” Nor is that additional 
encouragement light and inconfiderable, which 
may be derived from the concluding words, 
feeing he ever liveth to make interceflion for 
them. But this great argument will be hand- 
led at large in the following difcourle : 


SERMON IIL 


Cugisy’s Saving Power argued from hig 
Interceffion. 


Hes. vii. 25, 
Sea ke is able alfo to fave them to the utters 


moft that come unto God by him, Jeeing he ever 
liveth to make interceffian Jor them, 


A S we have already endeavoured both to open, 
thd to confirm this great truth, that Chrift ig 
able to fave to the uttermoft, we are now, 

THIRDLY, toconfider the particular argument 
which the apoftle fuggefts in proof of it, in the 
words of the text, which is drawn from his ever 
iving to make interceffion for his people, 

In handling this, it will be evidently proper, 
ir{t, to {tate the doctrine of Chrift’s interceflion 3 
and then, to confider, howit tends tademonttrate 
he extent of his faving power. What little 
‘ime may remain, when thefe are difpatched, 
will be employed ‘as ufual in a few reflections. 

A. Ismatt endeavour to state the fcripture Doctrine 
f Christ’s Intexceffion, 

Now the fubftance of this doétrine appears ta 
ae to be this. Chrift’s interceffion for his 
eople, in his pleading for them in heaven, —. 
onder the charaéter of their great high-prieft ; 
vhich he always does virtually, by appearing 
efore God, in that body in which he fuffered ¢ 
‘ad which he always meres to prefent before 


A 
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him in this view,—in favour of each of his 
people ;~——and this interceflion, whether it ever 
be, or be not, vocal,——is always conducted 
in a manner becoming the dignity of our exalted 
Redeemer,——and is abundantly effectual for 
the fecurity, acceptance, and final happinefs of 
all his fervants. ‘e , 

Permit me a little more diftim@ly to open 
cach of thefe particulars; and the rather, as 
fome of them muft be acknowledged to have 
their difficulties ; and as it is fit we fhould fettle 
fome rational and digefted notions of a doctrine, 
of fuch daily ufe and fuch great importance. 

1. “THe word, which is here made ufe of to exprefs 

Chrift’s interceflion, does properly fignifiy pleading.” 

Ir is evident from the uf€ of it in other! 
Greek writers, and efpecially thofe of the New 
Teftament, that it imports “ an earneft addrets 
to one perfon.on account of another 2? And 
accordingeto the participle with which it is 
joined, it may exprefs the aétion of a friend, or 
of an enemy; as a perfon may in our own 
language be {aid to plead for, or againft another. 
Thus onthe one hand, Elijah is faid to have 
made interceffion to God againtt Efrael (a).; and 
the Jews to have dealt, or (as the efiginal word. 
is,) to have interceded with Feftus, that Paul 
might be put to death (b). On the other hand,” 
Paul exhorts Timothy, that interceflion be made 
for all men (c); and elfewhere fpeaks of the 
Spirit’s helping our infirmities in prayer, and fo 
in effe& making interceflion for ayy a es 

va. Rom. xi2, bd. AGS XV. 2g ce Te Tin Me 
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as he renders our prayers, both as tothe matter, 
and manner of them, agreeable to the will of 
God. In this fenfe alfo, in the fame chapter, 
as well as-in the text, it is faid, that Chrift bemg 

ifen maketh interceflion for us, i. e, he pleads 

ur caufe with the Father (e). And St. John 
likewife encourages us with this thought; If 
‘any man fin, (as there is not a juft man upon 
earth, whe does not,) we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous ; who is 
the propiriation for our fins (f), by that expia- 
tory facrifice, on which ‘he pleads; in {weet 
harmony with thofe memorable words of Haiah 
(g), He poured out his foul unto death, and in 
confequence of that, he made interceflion for 
the tranfgreffors: Towhich words, it is probable, 
that Philo may refer, when, {peaking of the 
logos, or word, he fays among many other 
furprifing things, “he is an interceflor for mor- 
tal man with the immortal God.” ‘You fee 
then, that Chrift’s interceffion fignifies his 
pleading the caufe of his people with the Father; 
and therefore muft import a part of his work as 
mediator ; and in its fulleft extent comprehends 
his office, both as an adyocate in the court, and 
a Prieft in the temple, But I add, 

+ 2, Tuar in this connection, * it is evidently fpoken of as 
a braach of his Prieftly office,” typified by the ministration 
of Aaron and his Sous, in the Jewith Tabernacle, 

Tuts, as I formerly fhewed you*, the context 
yery plainly proves; under the law there were 
many priefts, &c. but this man, becaufe he con 

e. Rom. viii. 34. =f, 1 John ii. x, 2. g. Ifa, liti,.12 
* See Serm, 1. page 5. ' 
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_ tinued ever, hath an unchangeable Priefthood ; 
wherefore he is able alfo te fave, &c. and then 
it immediately follows, for fuch an high-priett 
became us: Anda very few verfes after, the 
apoftle obferves, that the fam of What he had 
here fpoken was this; we have fuch an high 
prieft who is fet on the right hand of the throne 
of the majefty in the heavens (h). So that 
feeing Chrift’s interceflion in our text is fo evis 
dently a facetdotal or prieftly att, we may, no 
doubt, be aflifted in our conceptions of it, 
by confidering that of the Jewifh Priefts, to 
which it is compared: Now you know, it was 
their office, to preient thelr prayers to God in 
the name of the people, both in their daily, and 
their yearly miniftrations In their daily mini-< 
{tration, they went into the holy place, to burn 
incenfe before the Lord on the golden Altar 5 
and this incenfejis often referred to in Scripture; 
as ari emblem of the acceptable prayets of pious 
worfhippers (i): And it is obfervable, that at 
the very time when the Prieft was thus employ- 
ied, the people ftood praying without (k); and 
no doubt, it was a part of his duty to coincur in 
the devotions, which in their name he prefented 
before Gods But this interceflion was moft 
dolemrily madé once a year, i. e. on the great 
iday of atonement, when the High Prieft Sag 
ed into the moft holy place. with the blood of 
the victims, the incenfe at yas Se time fum~- 
ing, with a grateful odour, before the mercy- 
Year (1)... ‘This vas the grahd et otineeteetio. | 
| oh. Heb. viii. r. i. Pfalm exli. 2. Rev. Vili. 4.” k, Luke 
ito =o. Lev. xvi 12, 13s “. 
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by attending to which, we may be more parti- 

cularly informed of the nature of that, which 

Chriit as our High Prieft is making in our 

favour ; and we particularly learn, 

y 3. That “the appearance of Christ above, in that body 

yj in which he faffered on earth, is yirtually a continual 
interceffion with the Father,” 

We are told, that the High-Prieft carried 
the blood of the burnt-offering, and of the fins 
offering, into the mott holy place, and {prinkled 
it before the Lord there ; and by this action he 
is faid to make the atonement, the other facri- 
ficial circumitances being only preparatory ta 

his (m). And thus our Lord Jefus Chrift has 

taken into heayen the human body, in which he 
bare our fins on the accurfed tree (n) , and ap- 
pearing thus in the divine prefence, he does 
thereby prefent his own blood before the mercy 
feat; As the apoltle expreffeth it, in a molt 
evident allufion, to the preceeding paflage in 
the Mofaic imititution (0), not with the blood of 
goats and calves, which were the facrifices ap- 
pointed on the day of expiation, but by his own 
blood, he hath entered into the holy place, hav- 
ing obtained eternal redemption for us: and by 
this one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are fanctityed (p) ; io that nothing farther 
thould be requitite, tor the complete expiation 
of their guilt. And it is accordingly declared, 
that after he had offered one facrhce for fin, ~ 
he for ever fat down at the righthand of God (q). 

Now this appearance of Chrift in heaven, 
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which expreffed by his ftanding in the midit of 
the throne, as a lamb that had been flain (r)s 
may properly be called a virtual interceflion. 
There is a language in that circumftance, more 
forcible than in any words that we can imagine, 
This is happily iluftrated by the pious Mr 
Flavel *, by the ftory of Amyntas and AE{chylas, 
as Ailian relates it. AEfchylus was condemned 
to death by the Athenians, and was juft going 
to be led to execution. His brother Amyntas 
had fignalized himfelf fin the fervice of his 
country ; and on the day of a moft illuftrious 
victory, in a great meafure obtained by his 
means, had loft his hand. He came into the 
‘court juft as his brother was condemned, and 
without faying any thing, drew the ftump of 
his arm from under his garment, and held it 
up in their fight; and the hiftorian tells us, 
“‘that when the judges faw this mark of his 
fufferings, they remembered what he had done, 
and difcharged his brother, though he had for- 
feited his life +.” Thus does Chrift, our dear 
elder brother, filently, but powerfully, plead for 
-out forfeited lives : and fuch is the hi con- 
fequence. His Father looks on the marks of his 
fuiferings, and remembers what he has done ; 
and inthis fenfe his blood is continually ipeak- 
ing better things than the blood of Abel (s): 
‘We have an advocate with the father, who ts 
alfo the propitiation for our fims(t). 
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4. “ Our Lord always intends, that his appearance be- 
fore his Father in heaven fhould be interpreted as a 
plea for his people.”- =~ 
He does not only perform an action which ~ 
‘may be fo under{tood ; but it is his habitual and 
‘con{tant defire and intention, that it may be 
confidered in that view. ‘He entered into hea- 
‘ven, not merely that he might in his glorious 
human nature be honoured with exalted dig- 
nity, and be delighted with that fulnefs of joy 
‘which is in the prefence of God there; but 
that as their forerunner, he might prepare a 
‘place for them (u). Still he remembers, that 
he is made head over all things to his church, 
which is his body (w), and which with conftant 
tendernefs he nourifheth and cherifheth (x). 
This is the language of his compafhonate heart : 
“ Behold me, oh my heavenly Father, behold 
me in a form thus different from that, in which 
{ originally was. Behold me, now dwelling in 
human flefh; and remember where this flefh 
was aflumed; and remember how it wa$ once 
treated. When thou faidft, facrifice and offer- 
ing I will not ;—I faid, Lo, I come (y); I de- 
lighted then to do thy will, and I ftill delight to 
recolleét that I didit. ‘Thou waft a witnefs to 
that awful fcene; nor canft thou forget this 
blood, that was once offered to thee on the 
ctofs, to aflert the honours of thy law, and to 
appeafe the terrors of thy wrath. ‘Thou didft 
once own it, as an offering of a fweet-{melling 
favour (z); and wilt thou not ftill own it? £ 
u. Heb. vi. 20.  w. Eph.i. 22,23. Eph, v. 29 
¥, Heb. x. 5,7 2 Eph. v. 2 ‘ 
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have performed my part of the covenant; and’ 
I chearfully put in my claim to the performance 
of thy part, in favour of thofe for whom ! de- 
f{cended and died.~ “ Father, I will, that thofe 
whom thou haft given me, be with me where I 
am” (a); and that nothing be wanting to begin, 
to carry on, and to complete the falvation of 
every one of them.” Thus does our Lord even 
now own his people in the prefence of his Fa- 
ther, and of his holy angels; and in the admis 
niftration of his Mediatorial kingdom, he does 
all things for the eleét’s fake, for whom he once 
endured all, 

s. Turs gracious intention and care of Chrift refpects, not 


only his church in general, but “ every particular be- 
liever in all the variety of his perfonal circum/{tances.’} 


Wuen the Jewith high=prieft ftood before the 
Lord, he boré on his heart the mames of the: 
twelve tribes of Ifrael (b); but Chrift our great 
high-prieft bears on his heart, not only the 
names of the various nations, and tribes, and 
families of his people, but the name of every 
individual perfon amongft them, even of all the 
children of God who are fcattered abroad (c). 
So that “he is mindful of me,” may every 
humble believer fay, “and each of my con~ 
cerns, 2s if I were the only happy creature under 
his care. Thus, as the good i 


8. John xvii. 24. b. Exod. xxvili, 29. — 
sz, d. John x. 3, 14 ' poe 
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again ‘that which was driven away, and binding 
up that which was broken, and {trengthening 
that which was fick .e); as gathering the lambs 
in his bofom, and gently leading thofe that are 
with young (f).” \ His eye is ftill upon each of 
item, and his hedtt is tenderly affected toward 
zach. And while, asa Mediator he prefents the 
prayers of each unto the Father, he intermingles 
his own interceflion, not only that an anfwer of 
peace may be returned to them, but that other 
neceflary bleffings may be given in, and that 
théy may be preferved from danger by them 
unfeen: As in the days of his Fleth, he forefaw 
the trials of Peter and his brethren, and prayed 
for them that their faith might not fail (¢); 
when they were under no apprehenfions for 
themfelves. 
6." Tae Scripture does not exprefsly determine, whether 
» there be, or be not fome verbal addrets of Christ to the 
Father, in favour of his people.” 
_ Some very eminent divines have indeed po- 
fitively concluded, that there,is none*. But I 
cannot think that fo certain, as they have fup- 
pofed it. *Tis true, we know but very little ot 
‘he heavenly world, of the methods of converfe, 
wy worthip there. We krow not in what ac- 
ents its bleffed inhabitants addrefs their fongs 
of praife to God, or cry to each other, faying, 
| foly, holy, holy Lord God Almighty ;h). But 
‘his we afluredly know, that our Redeemer is 
e, Ezek. xxiv, 16. f, Ifa. xl. x g, Luke xxii, 32, 
The great Dr Owen expretsly asserts, he interceedeth 
or ly in heaven at all, Owen on the Spirit, p, 4455 
seat Chriftian Life, Vol, 3, p, 763, and many others 
+ h Ila, vi,3, Rev, iv, 8, , 
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i 
gone into heaven in his human body, though 
now,“in an admirable and incenceivable manuer, 
refined and beautified, invigorated and adorned. 
And we know, that fince his entrance intg his 
glory, he hasnot only appeared ina viible form 
to fome of his fervants on carth, but fpeken to 
them with an audible voice. And mutt we fay, 
that he flill dwells in everlafting filence above i 
or that, if he fpeaks, it is only the language ot 
authority to his celeftial fubjeéts? Is at abio- 
lutely certain that his facred voice is never em-’ 
ployed in any of the triumphant fongs of hea~ 
ven; or that it is never addrefled to his Father 
in the language of prayer? On earth, he impor- 
tunately afked thofe bleflings for his people, 
which he knew, that his Father had, by the co-' 
venant of redemption, exprefsly ftipulated to 
beftow: And“when he was returning to the re- 
gions of glory, he faid, 1 will pray the Father, 
and he fhall give you another Comforter” (1).. 
Nor can we fay, there is any thing in a vocal, 
more than in a mental prayer, unworthy the 
characterof the Son of God, and the Lord of all? 
WE cannot indéed imagine, that our Lord is 
always thus employed. We know he has other 
bufinefs in the world of glory, with which a 
continued’ addrefs to the Father would be in~ 
confiftent. But how. are we confident, that 
nothing of this kind pafled, when he fir af. 
cended to the right hand of the Majefty on 
high; or that fuch an interceflion has-“never 
fince been repeated? I would ftand atthe re- 


© j, John xiv. 16. Comp, John xvii. 9, 20: and xvi, a6. he 
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rnoteft diftance from a bold intrufion into thefe 

unfeen things; but I mutt’ prefume fo far as 

-o fay, that I fee no abfurdity in granting, that 

fome {cripture paflages we have juit referred to, 

miay be taken ina more literal fenfe, than many 
nave allowed, Nor can I imagine, that the 
sappofed filence of the high-prieit, when he en- 

‘ered into the moft holy place, can have much 

wcight in the prefent queition *: For not now 

o urge, how poflible it is, that he might then 

fe fome words of prayer, though no form be 

cferibed-for this, or any other peculiar fer- 

‘ice of the day; ’tis certain, that he was then 

Jone in the divine prefence: Whereas Jefus, 

he great high-prieft of our profeflion, is fur- 

ounded with an innumerable company of an- 
els, and with the fpirits of jult men made per- 

c& (k). But after all, I will aflert nothing 

ofitively here ; and to prevent the miitake of 

vhat I have already faid, 1 think it proper to 

dd, 

4. Taat in whatever manner this intercefiion may be 
carried on, we may depend upon it, that is “ always 
congruous to that dignity and authority, in which our 
Lord appears in the world above.” : 

WueEn our Redeemer was on earth, in the 

ays of his humiliation, he poured out ftrong 

ryings and tears (1); when addredling his Fa- 
ner, he fell on his knees, and. fometimes pro- 
ated himfelf.on lis Face (m): But now for- 
ow and.abafement are no more. He is defcribed 

5 fitting at the right hand-of God (n); and to 
Clitift the Mediator, P- 44. 

k Heb xii, 22, 23. 1 Heb. v. 9. m See Luke 

pti, qt. Mat. xxvi. 39. mm Mark xvi. to. 
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raife the idea, is veprefented by the prophet as 
a Prieft on his throne jo. And the language 
of his interceffion is princely too; Father, I 
will, that thofe whom thou haft given me, be 
with me where I am” (p. 4 

Anv I mutt farther add, that his addreffes to 
the Father, in favour of his people, are alfo 
“ perfeétly confiftent with his adminiftration of 
the affairs of his mediatorial kingdom.” All 
power is given to him both in heaven and on 
earth (q); and God hath highly exalted him, — 
and given him a name above every name (r , 
having faid unto him, “ Sit thou at my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footftool (s). 
He is, as it were, the grand almoner of heaven, 
by whom the divine bounties are difpenfed. In 
his hand are the ways, the hopes, the lives of 
all; and even the keys of death, and of the ‘un- 
{een world (t). We are not therefore to think 
ef any interceflion inconfiftent with this, if we - 
would make our {cheme agreeable to feripture, - 
er fcripture confiftent with itfelf. I add once 
more, ; . 

8. Tue Interceflion of our bleffed Redeemer “is always 
effectual, for the vindication, the acceptance, and the 
final happinefs of his people. 

He is, as the apoftle fliles him, God’s dear 
Son (u). And if on earth he could confidently” 
fay, Father, I know that thou heareft me al- 
ways (w', we may then well affure ourfelves, 
that he cannot fail of fuccefs, when pleading in 


o Zech. vi. 13, _ p John xvii, 24, q Mat, xaviii, 18, 


rophil, ii,'9," 3 Piel, cxpay t Rev, i, 18, =u Gol, 
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the court of heaven; efpecially when afkin 
thofe things, which he has purchafed for his 
people by Ee own blood, and which his heaven- 
ly Father, by promife, ftands engaged to beftow. 
, By this intercefhion ‘ the characters of his 
fervants are vindicated.” Obferve how the apo- 
‘tle triumphs in the patronage of fuch an ad- 
vocate, even under the humbleft fenfe of his own 
imperfections, and while joyfully ready to re- 
nounce every appearance of confidence in him- 
felf. Who fays he, fhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God’s elect ? It is God that juftifieth: 
‘Who is he that condemneth? It is Chriff that 
died, yea, rather that is rifen again, who alfo 
maketh interceffion for us (x). Tho’ Satan 
ftand at our right hand to accufe us (y), tho’ 
that malignant fpirit aggravate every” mifcar- 
riage, and detract from every fervice, and add, 
as im the cafe of Job (z), artifice to rage, and 
falfhood to malice; Jefus ftands at the right 
hand of God, to yindicate our character from 
every mifreprefentation, and to plead his own 
righteoufneis and blood, in aniwer to thofe 
charges which cannot be denied. Again, 

THe interceflion of Chrift prevails ‘for the 
acceptance of our perfous and fervices.” We 
mult indeed humbly own, that we are fuch 
finful creatures, that we pollute. whatever we 
touch; and there is fo much fin adhering to 
the beft of our duties, that they need forgive- 

$, rather than merit reward. But the Angel 

ore the throne offers the prayers of the 


* x Rom. viii. 33, 34. ee iii... 2 Jodi, & il. 
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‘Saints with much incenfe (a), which gives them 
a grateful favour; and they are made accep- 
table in the beloved (b). 

In a word, this interceffion is effeétual “to 
procure for us all neceffary bleffings ;” which 
Chrift in confequence of it, is commiflioned to 
beftow upon us. ‘Thus he now keeps us from 
falling ; and he will ere long prefent us before 
the Father with exceeding joy (c). ‘The prayer 
he offered on earth, as the model of that which 
he is prefenting above, fhall be completely an- 
{wered with refpect to all his people: We fhall 
be one, in the Father, and in him ; and fhall all 
be made perfect in one, being with him where 
_ he is (d). And the eternal happinefs of every 
believer fhall fhew the value the Father fets on 
the blood of the Son, and on that interceflion 
which is founded in it.: — 

We have thus taken a brief furvey of what 
the {cripture informs us, concerning the inter- 
ceffion of Chrift. I am ° 

‘HI. To confider, how this interceflion which 

he ever lives to make, “ is a proof of our 
Lord’s being able-to fave to the uttermoft.” 

So you fee the apoftle aflirms ; and fo it will 
appear to be, if we confider the foundation, the 
extent, and the perpetuity of it. 

1. THE interceflion of Chrift, “being founded on his a- 
tonement, is a proof of the efficacy of that,’ and confe- 
quently of his ability to fave. ast 

You have feen it exprefsly afferted in Serip- 
ture, that it is by his own blood that-he is en- 

a Rev. viii 3. b Eph.i. 6. ¢ Jude 24. d John xvii- 
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tered into the moft holy place (e). He pleads 
with, and upon that ; urging before the Father, 
virtually at leaft, the merit of his facrifice on the 
‘crofs, as the great argument to beftow gofpel- 
Dleffings on thofe, for whom he hath thus pur-’ 
chafed them. So that you evidently fee, that 
were not the atonement of Chrift fatisfactory, 
his interceflion would be vain. And can you 
imagine, that God would ever have permitted 
a perfon to enter heaven, and to take up his fta- 
ted refidence there under the character of an 
Loans whofe plea he has difallowed? It 
were mo{t abfurd to fuppofe it. Tbe fatisfac- 
tion of Chrift therefore appears to be compleat, 
and confequently his perfon divine, and there- 
fore his faving power almighty, from his ever 
living to make interceffion. And this the Apo- 
le feems plainly to intimate in thofe memo- 
rable words : who being the brightnefs of the 
Father’s glory, and the exprefs Image of his 
perfon, and upholding all things by the word 
of his power; having, in confequence of thefe 
divine perfeétions, by himfelf, that is, by the 
facrifice of himfelf, purged or expiated our fins, 
fat down at the right hand of the majefty on 
high (f) ; which he could never have done under 
this public character, had his nature been Tefs 
glorious, and {9 his atonement lefs compleat. 
| 2. Tee attye! exercife of this interceffion “in fuch an 
extent, does farther imply divine Perfections,” and 
ar by confequence a fulnefs of Saving Power,” 
' I wave hefore obferved, that there is the 
greateft reafon to believe, the interceflion of 
> «He. ix, 12. f Heb. i, 3. 
of ; Ea . 
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Chrift isnot merely his appearance before God, 
in the body.in which he fuffer’d; but that it is 
attended with a conftant and ardent intention, 
that his death may be effectual to the purpofes 
defigned, not only for his people in general, but 
for each of them in particular: And I endea- 
voured to fhew you, that it implied a care, cor- 
refpondent to their various circumftances, that 
grace might be accommodated to every time of 
need. Now this plainly implies a knowledge 
extending itfelf even to omnifcience; a know- 
ledge of the hearts, as well as the conditions of 
his people ; a knowledge of thofe unutterable 
breathings (g), in which the most valuable part 
of prayer confifts, and of thofe fecret affaultsand 
ftrugglings, which are often the moft painful 
fcenes through which the Chriftian pafles. Yet 
fuch a knowledge muft the great Interceffor 
have, not only of one particular perfon, but 
of each, and of all the children of God that are 
{cattered abroad in the moft diftant Nations of 
the Earth, and all at the fame moment of time: 
Surely we mutt fay,fuch knowledge is too won- 
derful for us; it is high, we eannot attain unto 
it (h); efpecially when we confider it, as join’d 
with the adminiftration of that univerfal King- 
dom, over which he is éxalted. In this view, 
the humble foul muft fall proftrate before him 
in the lowlieft homage, and cry out, * my Lord, 
and my Ged (i)! thou art indeed able. to fave 
to the uttermoft: nothing cam exceed the pe- 
netration of thy wifdom, or the extent of thy 
“power.” oo a 
g Rom, viii, 26. bh Pfal, ouxxix. 5, i John.zx. 28° 
t : 
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3, “ Tues perpetuity of Chrift’s Interceffion is a farther 
argument of his ability always to fave.” 

In this view the apoftle introduces the thought, 
he js able to fave tq the uttermott, feeing 
he ever lives to make interceflion. ’Tis an encou- 
tagement to our believing application unto him, 
‘as the Lord mighty to fave, when we confider, 
that in the profecution of fo amazing an em- 
ploy, he fainted not, neither is weary (k). Had 
it been the appointment of the Father that he 
fhould have retired from, the office of an inter- 
ceffor, after he had attended to it for fome few 
jdays or years, we muft by faith have looked to 
a paft, as the Old Veftament Saints did toa 
future tranfaCtion: But furely dur comfort could 
not have arifen fo high, as it now does, when 
we refleét, “even at this moment is Chrift ap- 
pearing in heaven for me: he is there as the 
refuge of his people throughout all generations 
(l): and I have all imaginable fecurity of his 

aving power, becaufe his one offering has fo 
fully compleated the work, that he needs not to 
come down to‘earth again, by dying to renew 
the facrifice that he prefented here. No; the 
efficacy of itis everlafting, as his intercefhon 
upon'it is perpetual.” ‘Lhis feems plainly the 
Apoftle’s meaning, by what he adds juit afterthe 
text ;—Such an High-Prieft became us,—who 
meedeth not, as thofe High-Pricits under the 
Jaw, daily to offer; having done it once 
for all, when he offered up himfelf (m). 

Hil Ir only remains, that I conclude with 
a few obvious, but important reflections. 
i: Tia. xl. a8. 1 Pfal.xc. 1. = m Heb. vii. 26. 27. 
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1. How admirable, and how amiable, does the bleffed 
Jefus appear, when confidered as the great Interceflor 

of his people. 
How admirable is he in this view! what an 
honour is done him in the heavenly world! 
How dear to the Father does he appear 'to be ; 
when God will not accept the fervices of the 
greateft and beft of mankind, unlefs prefented 
by him ; and for his fake will »raciouily regard 
the meaneft and the vileft finner! And- oe 
great does this Interceflor appear in himfelf? 
“‘ blefled Jefus,” may the chriftian fay, ‘* who 
is like unto thee ? who canft at once fuftain fo 
many different relations, and canit fill them all 
with their proper offices, of duty to thy Father, 
and of love to thy people ! who canft thus bear, 
without incumbering thyfelf, without interfer- 
ing with each other, the prieftly cenfer, and the 
royal {ceptre ! how wife are thy counfels! how 
extenfive thy views! how capacious thy 
thoughts; and yet at the fame time, how com- 
paflionate thy gracious heart! that amidftall the 
exaltations of heaven, all the fplendors of thy 
Father’s right hand, thou fhouldit ftill thus gra- 
cioully remember thine humble followers ! that 
thine eye fhould be always watchful over them, 
thine ear be always open to their prayers, thy 
mouth be ever ready to plead for them, and 
thine arm to fave them! As if it were not love 
enough to defcend and die, unlefs thou didft 
for ever live and reign for them, and even glory 
in being made head over all forthy church.” 
- © Bor efpecially,” may the chriftian fay, 
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when I think of thee, bleffed Jefus, not only as 
the Interceffor of thy: people in general, but as 
my Interceffor ; when { think, that thou haft ef- 
poufed my character and my caufe, vile and 
obnoxious as it iss; and that thou art recom- 
ee my poor broken fervices, which I daily 
bivth to prefent before thee; and art ufing thine 
intereft and thine authority in the world above, 
to compleat my falvation, which thou haft be- 
gun? What ihall thy poor fervant fay unto 
thee ? All thefe aftonifhing and kind regards to 
‘me, who am unworthy to wath the feet of the 
'Jeatt of thy followers! Shall not the wonders 
of fuch condefcending grace engage my grati- 
tude to all eternity ? My praifes now are fo ex- 
ceeding feeble, and fo low, I am almoft afham- 
ed to offer them: O when fhall thofe nobler 
praifes begin, which I hope ere long to offer 
in that world of perfection, to which thy gra- . 
cious interceilion is bringing me ?” 

2, Witrn what holy joy may the chriftian reflect on his 

intereft in fuch an Interceffor ! 

Meruinks we fhould be often entering into 
this pleafurable thought. The Lord Jefus is 
-pleadmg for us above, and he ever lives,to make 
“nterceilion there. We had pious friends, who 
bwere once bearing us on their hearts before 
‘God in prayer; but they are now fleeping in 
‘the duit: our dear religious parents, our holy 
‘ministers, our guides and companions in the 
ways of God! We have no warrant to expect 
any farther aflistance from their prayers. In 
this fenfe, Abraham is ignorant of us, and 
Ifrack does not, ped Gnaeh acknowicdge us 

- : 4 
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(n): but Christis an ever-living Interceflor, with- 
out whofe interpofition the:rs hadbeen yain, and 
in comparifon with whom we have none on 
earth, or in heaven to defire. Let Papists com- 
mit themfelves to the patronage of Angels and_ 
Saints, and by a voluntary and offenfive humi- 
jity, intreat them to intercede with God, or to 
intercede with Christ, in their favour: as Christ 
has by one offering perfected for ever them that 
are fanctified (0); fe by one continued inter- 
cefion in which he needs and admits no affo- 
ciate, he forever fecures them. 
3, Witx what holy boldnefs may the Chriftian draw 
near to God, in dependance op fuch an interceflor, 
We have daily important errands to the 
throne of grace; and perhaps hardly any thing 
would more promote the fuccefs of them, than 
to lift up a cheerful and» believing eye, as ex- 
pecting to receive fomething from God’s 
hand (p). A confcioufnefs of ‘our own num-_ 
berlefs imperfections and defeéts, may indeed 
difcourage us; a fenfe of our guilt might even 
fright us away. But when we iee Jefus stand- 
ing before the throne, in fuch a posture, in fuch 
a character, furely we may venture near; and 
when most awed, and most. difmayed, may en- 
courage ourfelves in him. ‘This is an inference 
which the Apostle draws, and which he repeats 
again and again: feeing we have a great high- 
priest that is paffed into the heavens, Jefus the 
‘Son of God; let us come boldly to the throne of 
Grace, that we may obtain mercy,” and find 
grace to help in every time of need (q); for 
nn Ifa. Ini 16. 0 Heb. v. tg. p Afts iii. g q Heb. 
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furely, neither mercy to pardon, nor grace to 
strengthen will now be withheld. Having there- 
fore boldnefs, (as he elfewhere exprefles it) to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jetus, 
by that new and living way which he hath con- 


fecrated for us,——let us draw near: and oh 


‘that we might ever do it with a true heart, fince 
there is fo bleffed a foundation laid for a full 
affurance of faith (r) ! 

4. Wuar reafon is there to adore the divine wifdom 


and goodnefs, in appointing fo excellent a way, at 
once, to promote our humility, and our confidence 


You have feen, how justly it may establifh 
our faith, to confider, that though we are un- 
“worthy for whom any thing fhould be done, yet 
“Christ is worthy: and I may add, that in ap- 
“pointing him to be our interceflor, God hath 
declared his own favourable regard to us, and 
we may comfortably conclude, that the Father 
himfelf loveth us (s). Yet this love is mani- 
fested, as in a very gracious, fo alfo in a very 
humbling way. This token of divine difplea- 


fure against fin is yet upon us, that we are not 


allowed to draw near to him in our own name 
or to expect the least favour for our own fake ; 
but he still keeps us at an humble distance, nor 
will he permit us to fee his face, unlefs our 
elder brother be with us (t): and as he treated 
‘Eliphaz and his companions, faying, my wrath 
is kindfed against you; t;J:e now an offering, 
and go to my fervant Job, and he fhall pray for 


you, and him will I accept; lest I deal with 


x Heb. x. 19-22, 5 i xvi. 27.  t Gen, xiii. «, 
5 
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you after your folly (u): thus God refufes to 
look on the best cf our offerings, if they do not 
pafs through another more acceptable hand. 
How awfui a reflection, and how wife.a provi- 
fion, to promote that humility, which fo well 
becomes pardoned rebels, before the only in- 
jured majefty of heaven! This is, as he é€x- 
prefles it by Ezekiel (w), that we may remem- 
ber our way, and be confounded, and never 
open our mouths any more, becaufe of our 
fhame, even when he 1s pacified towards us for 
all that we have done. ; 

Laftly, How powerfully fhould this comfortable doctrine 
operate on our minds, to promote our love to this 
great interceffor, and our zeal for his honour and glory ! 

* Biessep Lord” fhould each of us fay, 

*¢ doft thou remember fuch a worthlefs worm 
amidit all thine honour and joy above, and fhall. 
not [ remember thee, the king of glory ? Where 
fhould my heart be but with thee? On what 
fhould I fet my affections, but on thofe things 
which are above, where thou fitteft at the right 
hand of God (x)? My righteoufnefs, and my 
ftrength, mine advocate, and my guardian! 
Shall I be unmindful of thee ? While thou art 
pleading my caufe in heaven, fhall I not be 
joyfully willing to plead thy facred and honour- 
able caufe on earth? Rather much rather, may 
I forget the powers of reafon,and lofe the facul- 
ty of {peech, thar, negleét to ufe them for 
thee; rather may my tongue cleave te the roof 
of my mouth (y), than it fhould be-athamed, 
a Job xlii. 7,8. w Ezek, xvi. 63... x Col. iis, 2° 
y Pal. caxxvi. 5, 6. Woke. 0 Tee 
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or afraid, to vindicate thy gofpel, though. I. 
“ftood alone in a crowd of infulting blafphem- 
“img enemies, and though they. added cruelty 
and terror to their impieties. So mayeft thou 
_confefs me before thy Father and the holy An- 
_gels, in the Jaft folemn day, as I determine that 
1 will confefs thee now (z), though this crook- 
ed and perverfe generation fhould grow ftill . 
more degenerate than it is.” 

Curistians, if we have not fuch fentiments 
and refolutions as thefe, I fear we have no 
title to any of the comforts of Chrift’s intercef- 
fion, and, ihall have no thare in its invaluable 
bleflings. 


z Matt. x, 32. Luke xii. 8, 
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Coming to Gop by Curist, the character of 
those that shall be saved, 


——2 0 3-2 
Hes. vii. 25. 0 
Wherefore he is able alfo to fave them to the utter. 
moft, that come unto God by him, feeing he ever 
liveth to make interceffion for them. 


WV HEN the Pfalmift had been celebrating 
the majefty of God, as the almighty Crea- 
- tor and pofleffor of all, he breaks out into this . 

moft natural, and important enquiry, wha fhall 
‘afcend into the hill of the Lord ? and who thall 

{ftand in his holy place (a)? And methinks, 
chriftians, when we have been hearing of the 
boundlefs power of Chrift to fave, and of the 
prevalency of that interceffion which he ever lives 
to make, we fhould immediately ery out, “ who 
are the happy fouls, in whofe refcue this almigh- 
ty arm fhall be employed, and whofe caufe as 
gracious interceflor will undertake always to 

plead?” The text anfwers the queftion in a 

very edifying and fatisfattory manner, though 
ri rox words; they are fuch as come unto God 

y him. . See 
' You know. that from this feripture I have 

already confider’d, FMR as 


~ a Pfal. xxiv. 3, 
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T we are to anderftand by Chrift’s 
to fave to the uttermott. 
AT evidences we have, that he is real- - 


by fo. 
-/ 1h. I wave confidered the particular argu- 
ment for it, which the Apoftle here draws, from 
his ever living to make interceflion. 

Ir only remains, that I now open 

- IV. Tue character of the perfons, who are 
encouraged to. expect a ihare in this falvation ; 
hey are fuch as come unto God by him. 
-) Now before~I proceed to the more particular 
ifcuilion of thefe words, you mult give me 
eave to obferve, that they feem in their pri- 
wary and ftricteit fenfe to fignify ‘an ap- 
roach to God in the folemnities of religious 
worthip, in the name of Chrift, as the great 
nterc effor.” 

As. when the Jewith people were honoured 
with the abode of the Shekinah, the vifible 
oken of the divine prefence,‘ they did in their 
igheft religious folemnities approach to that, 
urrounding with their facrifices, and their 
rayers, the tabernacle or temple, where it held 
ts refidence ; hence it feems to have come to 
afs, that the phrafes of coming to God, com- 
ng into his prefence, and drawing near:to him, 
vere often ufed to exprefs the ats of divine 
vorthip (b). And as the priefts were admitted 
o come nearer to the ark, on which this vifible 
lory ufually refted, than others even of that 
oly mation 5 they are with peculiar propriety 
b Numb. viii. rp. Pfal, Ixv. 2. Ixxiii. 28. xcv. 2. €. 2 
& xxix. 13. Lviii, 2. Heb. vii. 19. 
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fpoken of, as drawing near to God (c). We 
may alfo add, that forafmuch as once a year the 
High-Prieft went into the holy of holies, in the 
name of the whole congregation, with the blood 
of victims offered to expiate their fins; they 
might properly, at that folemn feafon, be faid 
to come unto God by him. And the conneéction 
of thefe words, as I have largely fhewn, does 
moft evidently imply an allufion to thefe Jewith 
rites, and a regard to Chrift as the great High- 
Prieft of our profeflion. at me 

Bur it would be very impradent, and un- 
fafe, to leave the matter thus generally explain- 
ed. Salvation is here promifed, to all that come 
“unto God by Chrift; as it elfewhere is, to alk 
that call on the name-of the Lord d). Yet 
moft certain it is, from the whole tenor of 
icripture, that there are multitudes who call on 
his name, and tranfmit their petitions to God 
in a profeffed dependance on his mediation and 
intercefhon, whofe perfons and fervices God 
will reje¢ét with abhorrence; who fhall fee falva- 
tion only from afar; and never be permitted to 
taite of it. And therefore it is manifeft, that, 
to make the {cripture confiftent with itfelf, thefe 
phrafes, when conneéted in fuch a manner, 
muft be taken in a much larger extent, as com- 
prehending all that, by which the «acceptable 
worthipper, and the true believer, as diftinguifhed 
from the hypocritical profeflor who draws near 
to God only to difhonour him, and to bring on 
himfelf aggravated guilt and condemnation. 

c Exod. xix. 22. Lev. x, 3. Numb. avi. 5, Ezek. xl, 40- 
sliv. 13. d Joel ii, 32. Acts ii, at Rom, x. 13- : 
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Anp by’confequence, coming to God, as the 
phrafe is here ufed, muft fignify in the gene- 
ral, applying ourfelves with the greateft feri- 
‘oufneis to our important bufinefs with him ;” as 
fuch expreflions often fignify, when they are 
put for the whole of religion (e); and coming 
thro’ Chrift muft imply “ fuch humble and 
faithful] regards to him as the great mediator, 
fuch a cordial acceptance of him, fuch a chear- 
ful dependance upon him,” as is fo often in 
the New Teitament exprefled by that faith in 
him, to which the promifes of eternal falvation 
are made, and to which they are limited. 

Bur fince ’tis a matter of fo great moment, 
and a matter in which it is to be feared fo many 
are deceiving their own fouls, give me leave to 
defcend into fome particulars of explication. 
And let me intreat your diligent attention, and 
befeech you, as you dread the ruin of the hy- 
pocrites in Sion, that you enter ferioufly into 
your own hearts, and judge yourfelves, as_per- 
fons that expect fhortly to be judged of the Lord 
(f). Oh that through the fanctifying, the 
quickening, and the witnefling influences of the 
holy fpirit, we might fee the characters which 
are now to be drawn, more and more evidently 
agreeing to ourfelves ! 

Tue believer you fee is here defcribed,-— 
43 coming to God, and as coming to him 


through Chrift. 
“L a believer is defcribed, as one that 
comes to God.” Y 

¢ Plaklxv. 4. Jer. xxx, 21.22. Jam,iv. 8 £1 Cor 
i. gu, 
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Turs evidently implies, a firm perfuafion 
of his being and attributes,——adeep conviction 
that it is our higheft intereft to fecure his fa- 
vour, a teadinefs to renounce whatever can 
come in competition with it,—a chearful and re- 
folute fubjeGtion to his fervice.——and a care to 
keep up a continual correfpondence with him, 
and to live as ina ftate of nearnefs to him. 

1. Comtne to God ‘evidently implies, “a firm belief of 

his being ard perfections.” 

Tis the Apoftle afferts in exprefs words, 
which carry their own evidence along with 
them; he that cometh unto God, muft believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him (g). And indeed the lat- 
ter is as neceflary as the former; for merely t 
believe a firft caufe of almighty power and con- 
fummate {fkill, as fome pretend to, do, without 
any fenfe of his providence, government and 
goodnefs, is, with regard to all the purpofes of 
praétical religion, as vain and as pernicious as 
atheifm itfelf. 

Bur you will remember, that a good man 
does not reft in fuch a cold affent to the truth 
of thofe doétrines, like that he gives to propo- 
fitions which he ftudies only for amufement. 
No, but they defcend intd the mind with a due 
energy, and he realizeth them to himfelf with 
the unnoft ferioufnefs. “Oh my foul,” does he: 
often fay ‘it is not a precarious con 
a mere probable hypothefis, that there 
and fuch a God as I profefs to beli¢ve; but it 
is a certain and evident truth. J do not more 

g Heit x6, ee 8 
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Clearly fee the meridian fun by his own rays, 
nor more fnrely know, that I myfelf think, and 
éxift ; than I tee God by his works, and know 
him as the origina! author of my being, and of 
shefe thinking powers which are now enquiring 
aéter him. ‘There is, there is, am eternal and 
immutable Jehovah. He reigns on an exalted 
throne above, and the higheit potentate of that 
fiining world was infinitely more inferior to him 
than fuperior to the meaneft infect on earth. 
God’ is there, and he is here; he furrounds 
ii his creatures with his immenfity, and pre- 
lerves them all by his influence. In him I live 
ind move, and have my being (h); on him an- 
sels and worms are equally dependent; nor is 
here a motion im the material, or a thought in 
he intelle€tual world, to which he is not moft 
ntimately confcious. Behold-him, oh my foul, 
vith reverence and love; for he is a moft aw- 
ul being, inwhomunfeatchable wifdom, and al- 
nighty power, arejoined with unerring juttice, 
imipotted holinefs, and invariable truth; but . 
emember he is alfo the moft amiable. ‘There 
$a beauty in all thefe perfections; and it is foft- 
ned and fweetened by the overflowings of good- 
wefs and mercy ; thote rich and gentle {treams, 
vhich not only water Paradife, but vifit thefe 
egions of guilt and darknefs.” 

Sucn views as thefe are familiar to the mind 
f the believer: and this firm and affectionate 
rerfuafion of the being and attributes of God, 
$ the foundation, both of natural and of re- 
ealed religion; and the root, from whence all 

ae h Adts xvii. 28. 
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the branches of moral virtue, and evangelical 
faith and holinefs, muft fpring, 

2. Gomine to God mutt alfo imply, “ an earneft defire of 

a fhare in the divine favour, as our higheft inteveft and 
happinefs.” . 

Anp methinks, thisis a neceflary confequence 
of the former. We are indeed too apt to lift 
up our foul unto vanity (k), and to grow fond 
of thefe empty fhadows: But it is becaufe God 
is forgotten ; as we admire the ftars, becaufe 
the funis abfent. But furely, when the mind 
is thus pofleffed with a fenfe of God, it-will 
feel a kind of indignation, that any other object 
fhould have ever been compared with him, tho’ 
it were only to be poftponed, as inconceivably 
lefs valuable. Much more will it be difpleafed} 
and afhamed to think, that it has ever preferred 
thefe to God. “ Alas,” will fuch afoul fay, 
6‘ whither have I wandered ? Into what a wil- 
dernefs am I come ? I look round about 1: 
on the creatures, and I fee no fhelter age 
frefhment. They are like broken cifterns or de- 
ceitful brooks (1), whofe waters fail me, when 
I need them moft. What then, O Lord, do I 
wait for ? my hope is in thee (m); for thou art 
the fountain of living waters (nm): alll fuflicient for 
my happinefs, and only futheient’ for it. If I 
were a poor abandon’d outcaft, if I had not a 
friend or helper on earth; if I knew not where 
fhould look for’ my next lodging, or my next 
meal; if.at the fame time my body were worn 
out with pining illnefs, and every member of i 

the feat of pain; yet if I could butlook up, and 

k Pfal. xxiv. I Jobvie ts. am Pfah xaxix. 7. © 
n Jer. ii. 13. 4 Oo eras Ns & 
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fee thy face through this cloud, if I could but 
call thee my Father and my God, I were happy 
fill; and might pity the moft profperous mo- 
narch on earth, that was a /tranger to thee, and 
thy love. ‘There are many that fay, who will 
fhew us any good ? Oh that thy {pirit may teach 
them true wildom ! But as for me, I will fay, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon me. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon. earth that I defire be- 
fides'thee (0,.” In confequence of this, 

\ 3. ComtnG to God implies, “ a readinefs to forfake every 

thing which can ftand in oppofition to him. 

My brethren, what I have been deferibing, iss 
in a good man, not merely a conviction of the 
underftanding, but a fentiment of the heart. 
He would abhor the hypocrify, the impiety, and 
the folly, of owning the incomparable excel- 
lence of the divine being, and yet practically 
chufing fomething elfe before him. ‘ Lord,” 

oes he fometimes fay, “I have often done it 5) 
and for ever blefled be thy name, that thou didft 
not finally chufe thofe my delufions (p). It 
ea me to think, how I injured thee, and 

ifhonoured and wronged my own foul, when 
other Lords had dominion over me: and they | 
would detain me in their ignoble fervitude ; but 
in anfwer to all their unreafonable claims, | 
make mention ofthy name (q). ‘Thou requirett, 
that I fhould give thee my very heart (r), and 
fhould be ready to leave all and follow thee (s) 5 
Lord, I would chearfully confent, and hope that 

'o Plal. iv. 6, Ixsiii. 25. pp Tfa. Ixvi. 4. q fa. xxvi- 
13. & Prov. xxiii. 26. s Luke xviii#2S. ) 
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through grace I can fay, none of thefe things 
move me, neither fhould 1, in fuch a caute, 
Count my life dear untome(t).” , 

4, Comrne to God does farther import, @ willing fubjec- 

tion to his fervice.” . ; 

“ Lorp,” does the chriftian fay, ‘1 would 
come to thee, not to fit down under thy fhadow, 
indolent and unaétive. My faculties were made 
for employment ; and it is my joy to think, that 
they fhall be employed for thee. I love thee 
with all my heart, and with all my foul; and 
therefore, by the aids of thy grace, I will ferve 
thee with all my might, and with all my ftrength 
(u). I would gladly yield myfelf to thee, as 
alive from the dead, and ufe my members as in- 
ftruments of righteoufnefs (x). Thy promife 
are my delight, as I truft they are my portion ; 
but, Lord, they are not the only part of thy 
word that I love: for I delight myfelf in thy 
{tatutes and love thy commandments above gold, 
yea, above fine gold (y)- 1 account thy fervice, 
mine honour, and my happinefs ; I defire always 
to keep the eye of my foul directed towards 
thee, to wait the intimations of thy gracious. 
pleafure ; and if I am diftinguifhed from others 
by any advantagesof nature, or of circumstances, 
I would chiefly rejoice in them, as they are ca= 
pable of being improved for thee.”. ene 

Comine unto God does alfo imply, the keeping up’a con- 
ftant correfpondence with him.” re 

{ nerore obferved, that this phrafe; in the 
prefent conneétion, feems particularly to refer 
t AGs xn. 2g. u Luke x, 27, x Romvinz. y Pfal! 
CXixX. 16---137. 3 er: . 
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to our approaching him in the folemnities of 
religious worfhip: and when it is fpoken of 
as a part of the chriftian’s character, it plainly 
intimates a frequent and conftant care in thefe 
duties. ‘Thus good men under the old law are 
defcribed, as a generation of them that feek 
God (z). ‘Lord,’ does every child of God 
often think and fay, ‘it is indeed good for me 
‘¢o draw near unto thee (a). What is my great 
‘final hope, but to dwell in a ftate of everlatting 
nearnefs ? In the mean time, the nearer I am 
*o thee, the more of heaven is brought down to 
éarth ; the more I enjoy of thee, the more do I 
enjoy myfelf, and relifh my being. I make my 
vilits to thy throne, not merely to pay an 
homage which thou requireft, but to feek an 
entertainment which 1 prefer to any other. 
Far from looking upon it as a difagreeable con~ 
dition, with which my expectations from thee 
are clogged, I count the opportunities of fuch 
converie, and my inclinations towards it, in the 
number of my greateft obligations to thy good- 
nefs.” *Should God fay to the chriftian, “I 
will for thee future difpenfe with thine atten- 
dance ; thou fhalt retain thine intereft in me, 
though thou fhould’ft call upon me no more ; 
and fhall meet me as thy friend at death, though 
thou forgetteft me in life ;” the good man would 
not be able to bear fuch adifmifhon. He would 
rather fay, “Lord, if I were to live only on 
chefe terms, it were much better for me to die. 
{ fhould with Mofes, in another cafe, pray thee 
to kill me out of hand ,b), rather than leave me 
z Pixk txiv. 6. a Pfal. Ixxiii. 38. b Numb, xi. rs. 
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here under fuch a burden as life would feem, 

if it might not be fweetened by communion 
with thee, in the clofet, in the family, ‘and in 
public ordinances.” _ : 

Turse, my brethren, are important parts of 
_the chriftian’s character, yet they are far from 
‘being the whole of it. With this temper he 
comes to God; but how fhould he bé encouraged 
to fuch an approach, if the great Redeemer 
were forgot ? We add therefore, 

Il. THar all, to whom falvation is promifed 
in the gofpel, “ make their approach to God 
through Chrift,” or, as the text expreffes it, they 
come unto God by him. A 

You will no doubt be willing, that I fhoul 
open this important article pretty largely 5; and 
fhall do it under the following particulars. 
Coming to God by Chrift implies,—a deep 
fenfe of our need of a mediator, in order to our 
comfortable intercourfe with God ;——~a per- 

fuafion of the power of Chrift,—and a confi- 
dence in his grace ; a cordial approbation of 
the method in which. he beftows falvation ;— 
and a conftant care to maintain proper regards 
to Chrift, in the whole courfe of our walking’ 
with God. This is that evangelical faith, to 
which the promifes of gofpel falvation are ap- 
propriated, by the text before us, and the whole 
tenor of fcripture. fre , 

x. Comine to God by Chrift implies,.“ adeep fenfe of our 


need of a mediator, inorder to a corafortable inte ourfe 
‘with God.” ‘> Pines cz. 
~ CrrisTianrry is the religion of finners ; and. 
it will never be really welcome to a foul, that is 
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not fenfible of the evil, and malignity of fin. 
The natural pride ‘of our hearts would firft lead 
us to forget God, and not to feek after him at 


all: But if confcience be in any meafure awaken- , 


ed to fee (what it is ftrange every rational 
e¢eature fhould not always fee) our dependance 
on him, and our need of an intereft in his 
{avour, pride finds a fecond refuge, in a fond 
conceit of bringing fomething of our own to 
recommend usto it. And if it length men are 
fenfible, they have nothing of'this kind, which 
they can call their own, they are ready to think 
of caftingthemfelvesimmediately on the mercies 
of an offended God, rather than of multiplying 
their obligations, and their dependance, by 
coming to him through a mediator. If we muft 
own ourfelves finners, we are prone to extenuate 
our guilt; and if we cannot look upon it as 
indifferent, would at leaft reprefent it, as an 
excufable thing, which is worthy of compaflion, 


rather than of indignation. How difficult is it 


to view it in a true light ! To fee what infolence 
and bafenefs it carries in it, and what danger 
and ruin it expofes us to! But divine grace 
makes way for the gofpel into our hearts, by 
difplaying the juftice and the holinefs of God, 
4S equally effential to his nature, with his wif- 
dom and goodnefs : and then, when we confider 
ourfelves as appearing in his prefence, couvicted 
of ten thoufand aggravated offences, we cry 
out from a deep and inward fenfe, “who is 
able to ftand before this holy Lord God (c)! 
wherewith fhall I come before the Lord, and 


os c 1 Sam. 6.20. 
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bow myfelf before the high God (d) ? Surely I 
neéd fome perfeétly righteous:mediator, high in 
his favour, to introduce me to him, and to 
render my accefs fafe and comfortable, by ap- 
pearing as a days-man betwixt us, to lay his 
hand upon us both (¢).” 

2. Comine to God by Chrift farther implies, “a full 

perfuafion of his faving power.” ; 


We have been endeavouring to prove it at 
large ; and the conviction of it enters deep into 


the believing foul. He affents to this moft con- 


cerning truth with full fatisfaétion, though there 
be fomething in the foundation of it which 
feeble reafon cannot fully comprehend. Im- 
portant as he fees his everlafting concerns to be, 
he can courageoufly venture them here; he ca 
cry out, “Lord, I believe” tho’ a mixture o 
unbelief may coft him many a téar (f), “ Lord,” 
does he often fay, *¢I am fure, that if thou wilt, 
thou canit make me clean (g). Tho’ Jew and 
Gentile may rejeét thee, [humbly own thee, as 
the head {tone of the corner. Oh! that I were 
but as fure of an intereft in thee, as I might be 
of finding my fecurity and my happinefs in it !” 
3. It farther implies, “ chearful confidence inthe ‘grace 
of Chrift,” as well as. perfuafion of his faving power- 
Wiruour this, he would appear the object 
of terror, rather than of hopes or in the mild- 
eft view, but as a {pring fhut up, anda fountain 
fealed, to a traveller languifhing, and dying with 
thirft: but faith teaches the chriftian firmly to 
rely on that kind and gracious invitation, if any 
. d Micah vi, 6. € Job ix, 33. £ Mark ix 24, g Math 
Vill, 2 I ¢ 
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man thirft, let him come unto me and drink (h). 
“ Yes,” ‘fays the believer, “it is indeed fo- 
The compaifions of his heart are proportionable 
to the’power of his hand; and I will caft my 
foul upon them.  Blefied fefus, I would throw 
myfelf at thy feet, thought it were a fuppofable 
vale that I might perifh there, and but an un- 
certain peradventure, that thou mighteft pity 
and fave me ; for if thou fhouldeft not, I could. 
but die; and I had rather die an humble peni- 
tent, than am obftinate rebel: But forgive that 
unworthy thought,—that thou fhouldeft leave 
an humble penitent to die before thee! neither 
thy grace, nor thy truth, will permit it. Him 
that cometh to thee, thou wilt in no wife caft 
out (i): And though I am a poor, weak, worth- 
lefs creature,thou cameft not to call the 
righteous, but finners to repentance (k); and. 
thou calleft them in fo compaffionate a manner, 
as to engage that thou wilt not break the bruif- 
ed reed, nor quench even the {moaking flax (1). 
Let Chriit be true, whoever is a liar.” ‘Thus 
do his doubts gradually difperfe ; thus does he 
rife to a joy and peace in believing. But it is 
always to be remembered, 

4- THat coming to God by Chrift includes, “ a cordial 
approbation, and acceptance of the methods of his 
faving grace.” , G 

Turs is of the higheft importance, if we 

would not deceive ourfelves to our eternal ruin. 
Men may drefs up an idol in their own minds, 
and call it by the name of Chrift ; and they may 
be as fond of it, as Pagans are of the works of 
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the works of thei own hands : but can this fave 
them, if it be found that the true Chrift, as ex- 
hibited in the gofpel, has been overlooked and 
rejected by them? A true believer impartially 
enquires after the way in which falvation is pro- 
pofed in the word of God; and when he has 
difcovered it, he entirely approves it, as a faith- 
ful faying, worthy of God to appoint, and moft 
fit for him to accept. More particularly he 
views it, and acquiefces in it, as the way of 
faith, and the way of holinefs. Each of thefe 
views of it will deferve our farther attention. 

Tue good man heartily defires to receive the golfpel- 
falvation, in “ the way of Faith, or humble believing.” 

Tris thus the Word of Gop always exhibits 
it: © The juft fhall live by faith” (m); nor, 
“ {hall any flefh glory in his prefence” (n). 
And fo entirely is every high thought reduced 
to the obedience of this bleffed principle, in the 
heart of him that comes to God by Chnift, that_ 
he is willing to do, what to fo corrupt a nature 
as ours feems moft expenfive, “ to buy wine 
and milk without money and without price (0); 
willing to part, with the very deareit of his 
idols, to renounce all dependence on himfelf, 
as to what is paft, or what is yet to come; to 
truft no more in his own righteeufnefs, or his 
own ftrength; and fay with the moft joyful 
confent of foul, “ In the Lord have I both 
righteoufnefs and ftrength” (p), “ Bleffed Jefus, , 
it is hard to my proud’ heart to fay it; but it 
is therefore fo much the more reafonable and 

m Rom.it7, n 1 Cot.i ag. 0 Ta Iyer; p Va 
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‘neceflary: For this curfed dependance on felf 
has fpoiled the beft of my duties, and would 
betray me to guilt and ruin in many future in- 
ftances, fhouldeft thou forfake me. How im- 
erfect and finful are my beft days, and my 
holieit hours! How feeble and ineffe€tual my 
moi{t vigorous and folemn refolutions, again{t 
fo much inward corruption, and fo many out- 
ward enemies and temptations! ‘* Lord, Iam 
diftrefled, but I hope, thou haft undertaken for 
me” (q). I hope, I may look on thee as my 
great {urety and covenant-head, who didft, be- 
we the foundation of the world, engage to fa- 
isfy for my breaches of thy Father’s law, to 
work out for me a perfect righteoufnefs, and 
by thy always victorious power and grace, to 
conduct me to glory in the midft of all oppo- 
fition. Eternal life is the gift of Gop, through 
éfus Chrift our Lord (r); from his hand would 
. moft thankfully receive this crown, and at his 
feet would I humbly lay it!” On the other hand, 
Ir is to be remembered, That as Chrift faves his people, 
“ in the way of holinefs,” the true believer moit cor- 
dially falls in with this part of the fcheme, 
- InpEED he could not otherwife be a believer 
in the goipel fenfe of the word ; for faving faith 
is a principle of holy obedience; and a faith 
without works is exprefly declared to be dead, 
as the body is dead when without the Spirit (s). 
The chrittian well knows, that it was the great 
defign of his Lord’s appearance and fufferings 
in the fleth, that he might bring us to God (t), 
 q Ha. xxxviii. 14. r Rom. vi. 23. | 8 Jam, ii, 26° 
t 1 Pet. iii, 15, : 
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that he might fave his people from their fins (u)» 
and purify them to himfelf, as a peuliar people, 
zealous of good works” (w).. ‘And how rea- 
fonable is this part of the icheme! ** Could 1,” 
fays he, “have defired, that it fhould have been 
otherwife ? that the Holy Jefus fhould have 
been the minifter of fin ? that he, whofe great 
bufinefs it was to honour the law of God, thould 
have diffolved our obligations to it, and have 
given a licence to his followers to continue the 
fervants of corruption (x), even while they call 
him their Lord? Or could I afk it, or even fo 
much as with it, that he fhould diftinguifh me 
from others, by a difpenfation of that kind? 
‘Onreafonable and deteftable thought! Lord, I 
defire not, I underftand not a falvation, of 
which holinefs fhall not be an effential part. 
And though I well know, that many precepts 
of thy golpel are fublime, and difficult ; and 
that they may be juftly reprefented, by cutting 
offa right hand, and plucking out a right eye (y); 
yet through thy grage I can fay, I efteem ail 
thy precepts concerning all things to be right, 
and hate every falfe way (z). Blefled Jefus thou 
art more welcome to my foul, as made of God 
unto me, fan¢tification, as wel] as rightoufnefs 
and, redemption (a)... Give me thy {pirit to 
lead me, and I will follow with pleafure ; draw 
me, and I will run after thee in the way which 
thou thyfelf haft traced; for thon who knowelk 
all things, knowett that it is the defire of my 
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foul, to be confirmed to thee in holinefs now, 
as well in glory hereafter.” I fhall only add, 

5. Coming to God by Chrilt does farther exprefs “a con- 

_tinual care to maintain proper regards to him, in the 

whole courfe of our walking with God,” 

He is not confidered, only as a Mediator to - 
Wiroduec us at firft into the divine prefence, 
and fo to fettle a correfpondence, to be carried 
on afterwards without any farther ufe of him; 
but as that blefled and important perfon 
** through whom we have continually accefs by 
one {pirit unto the Father” (b). “ Lord,” does 
the chriftian often fay, not merely as a language 
learned from others, but as expreffive of what 
he feels in his own foul, “ thou art indeed my 
life. How fhould the branches grow, but by 
fap derived from the root? How {fhould the 
members act, but by influences communicated 
from the head ?” teach me by thy grace to fay 
with thine holy apoftle, “I live, yet not I, but - 
Chrift liveth in me, and the life which I now 
live in the flefh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for 
me” (c). And may I ever be found in the num- 
ber of thofe, who, regarding thee, as the living 
ftone, are by-a union with thee, “ as lively 
ftones, builded up together with an habitation 
of God through the Spirit” (d)! Thus let me 
pats through the wildernefs of life, leaning on 
thee as the beloved of my foul (e); and when 
I have finifhed my pilgrimage, may I lay down 
my weary head, in thy gentle faithful bofom, 
_ b Eph, ii, 18, c Gal. ii, ao. dx Pet, ii. 4,6, Eph. iis 
22. € Cant, vili. 5. 
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dying as I have lived, in the exercife of faith, 
and commending my fpirit into thine hands !” 

‘This is the charaéter of thofe who come 
unto God by Chrift ; and in thefe refpects may 
they fay, with the beloved difciple, “ truly our 
fellowfhip is with the Father, and with his 

Son Jefus Chrift” (f). ri ‘ 

I sHaL not enter on a laboured’ argument 
to prove that thefe particulars are comprehended 
in the words which the text ufes, to defcribe 
thofe who are interefted in the gofpel falva- 
tion. It is a formality, which may well be 
fpared, to thofe who confider the natural im- 
port of the phrafe, and the general tenor of the 
word of God ;, and the {criptures which I have 
introduced under each head, will eafily furnith 
out matter of proof, to thofe who are capabié 
of judging of a more abftrufe kind of argument 
than I here think it proper to enter upon. 

I sHouLp rather chufe to dilate on the prac- 
tical improvements, which might naturally arife 
from this branch of my difcourfe; and addrefs 
myfelf to you in fuch exhortations as thefe :-— 
Let us adore the divine goodnefs, that fuch a 
falvation is offered to us, in fo reafonable, fo 
‘eafy, and fo gracious a way Let us examine, 
by the hints which have now been propofed, 
whether we are in the number of thofe who 
are interefted in it : Let thofe who are con 
vinced that they are not, be perfuaded ferioufl 
to reflect on their prefent circumftances :-— 
Let thofe who are alarmed with a fenfe of their 


prefent danger, be perfuaded, in Aivength ; 
? £ 1 John i. 3. 3 

GEKS)4 koran ideal in iy 

ns ed a ee hae S| 


SER. iver by CHRIST explained. 503 
divine grace, to come unto God through Chrift * 
—Let thofe who are fincerely defirous to do 
it, be encouraged to purfue fo wife and necef- 
fary a purpofe: And let thofe who have been 
enabled to comply with the exhortation, be ex- 
dited to peculiar thankfulnefs, and eftablifhed 
¥1 a chearful hope of that falvation, which they 
are taught to expect. But that I may not be 
ander a neceflity of difpatching thefe impor- 
tant heads in a tew hafty words, or of {welling 
this difcourfe to an immoderate bulk, I chute 
to refer them to another opportunity, when I 
{hall conclude what I have to offer from the 
téxt; nor would it have employed us fo long, 
had it not contained a variety of very weighty 
and inftructive matter. In the mean time, may 
the hints 1 have now been giving you, be fo re- 
colleéted and confidered, as to prepare your 
hearts for what is farther to be fpoken’! 
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Wherefore he is able alfo to fave them to the utter- 
moft that come unto God by him, feeing be ever 
liveth to make interceffion for them. 


Ar length, my friends, I am entering on the 
laft difcourfe, which I intend from thefe words. 
Our meditations upon them had been drawn to 
a clofe much fooner, had not many funeral 
difcourfes interrupted them; and you know, 
there were alfo others of that kind, which did 
not interrupt them, being preached on wea 
days. But it is furely moft fit, that thofe aw: 
ful providences, which for a while diverted ou: 
thoughts from this fubjeét, fhould now awaken 
our more diligent and lively attention to 4 
It is not for mortal creatures to trifle with thet 
important truths of chriftianity, on which the 
life of their fouls does fo evidently depend 
No, nor to rett in fpeculative views of them 
while heart-application is neglected The 
dying, and the dead, look upon thefe things i 

another manner; and we fhall fhortly be num- 
bered amongft them: The Lord awaken ¥ 
now fo to hear the conclufion of the w 
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watter, as we fhall then wifh we had heard it! 
have already endeavoured, 

I. To thew you, what we are to underftand by Christ’® 
cing able to fave to the uttermost. 

fl. Yo prove that he is fo. 

If. Tg open the doctrine of his interceffion, and to con- 
d¢r whatan argument it is of his faving power. And then, 
\TVs i save confidered the character of thofe, who thall 
© interefted in this falvation as deferibed in the text by 
1e1r Com ing to God by lim. 

_ Unper each of the three former heads I have 
tven you feyeral reflections ; and I am now to 
onclude with others which more immediately 
tife from the fourth, efpecially when taken in 
onnection with the foregoing. May each of 
ou know your own concern in them; and may 
ne blefled Spirit of God apply them to your 
duls with divine efficacy and fuccefs! Suffer, 
befeech you, this word of exhortation to ad- 
refs you in thefe fix particulars. 

1. “Let us adore the divine goodnefs that fuch a falvation 

is offered us, in fo rcafunable, fo ealy, and fo gracious a 

® a way.” \ 

Sucit a falvation in any method might have 
en joyfully welcome to us; and how much 
wre in this ! Let us call in our roving thoughts, 
ad fettie them for a while in this one point. 
et us {tand {till and fee this falvation of God. 
are when we coniider our natural condition, 
the view in which the gofpel reprefents it; 
‘we hear the law of God thundering out 

fes againft us; when we {ee his juitice 
yp its {word to {mite us, hell gaping to 
evour us, and its malicious fiends eying us 
; theirdurer prey, and impatient to begin our 
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torment ; in fuch a view it muft have appearec 
a great favour, had God heard the ery of ou 
anguifh and defpair, fo far as to permit th 
rocks to fall upon us, and the mountains tc 
cover us, though they had crufh’d us into atoms 
and he had, at the fame time, extinguifhed tlit 
thinking part of our nature and reduced it to it 
original nothing : O how gladly would millions 
that were once the rich, the great;the learned 
the vi€torious of the earth, ineet fuch a ‘fate a 
this; and perhaps be more thankful for the 
deftruétion of their beings, than they ever wer 
for any of its enjoyments ? But we hear of being 
faved,-——-of being faved to the uttérmoft ;— 
hear of it, not merely as a favour conferred of 
others, but as an offer propofed to us; as.; 
fcheme, not merely deliberated upon, or intend. 
ed, but ina great meafure already effected ; anc 
our eyes are direéted to the regions of complea 
and eternal glory, as an abode purchafed anc 
prepared for fuch worthlefs and guilty creature 

‘as we. ‘ Blefled God! did our appointed wa} 
‘to it lie, not only through a wildernefs of tho 
but through a fea of fire, how gladly might 
accept the propofals ? If the feneme had b 
to raife us to this heavenly paradife, after th 
fevere(t courfe, of penance on earth; or eve 
after we had tafted of the cup of thy wrath 
hell, and fuffered all but the defpair of thol 
doleful regions, for a long fucceflion of years 
of ages : jurely we mult then have received t 
news of fuch a diftant delves © é 
and have mingled thy praifes with  BTO 
--and tears, which fuch intermed 
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1d extorted from us. And doft thou now offer 
sa complete pardon, in fo eafy a way, as only 
fay to us, wafh and be clean, as only to call 
to come unto thee by Chrift ?’——Surely, 
riftians, inftead of complaining of this as e 
rdfhip, we have reafon to own it as great addi- 
nal favour. Whither indeed fhould we 
, but unto God ? And where fhould we dwell 
fe and happy, but under the fhadow of his 
ngs? And how could we have prefumed, or 
deed how could we have borne, to have come 
him, otherwife than by Chrift ?——It is true 
iced, that if we.could enter into a treaty with 
'§ prince of peace, we muft give up our fins: 
t what are thefe, but the tyrants of the » 
nd, whofe reign is our fervitude, whofe death 
our deliverance !—And what though we muft 
‘€ up our own righteoufnefs too, as to any 
yendence upon-it for our juftification before 
xd ; is there a foul among us, that would dare 
ftand, or fall according to the perfection of 
t? And is there an experienced chriftian, that 
2s not know that there is a fecret unutterable 
afure in fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of 
1d (a); and a wife and rational tranfport of 
1, in receiving the rich grace given us in Chrift, 
make us compleat in him (b); far beyond 
wain joy of that diftempered dream which 
refented us to our own imagination, as rich 
{ honourable, righteous and happy, in the 
ift of poverty and fhame, guilt and mifery ? 
Pe ys we fhould hold our peace, when fuch . 
vation is propofed to us infuch a method as 
a Rom &. 3. b Col. ii. 10. 
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“iis, it might almoft be expeéted that the very 

{tones would cry out, to upbraid our ingratitude 

C)s Ra 3 

Ler us ferioufly examine, whether we have “ come. 
to God by Chrift, and fo are interefted in this great 
falvation.” 

To each of you, my friends, that hear me 
this day, is the word of this falvation fent (d); 
and that you have received the offers of it, will, 
on the whole, be matter .of everlafting joy, or 
of everlafting forrow. The word of God aflures 
us, that there are comparatively few that re- 
ceive faving benefit by it, ‘ many are called, 
but few are chofen” (e). And does it not alarm 
you? Methinks, if there were only a few out 
of confiderable numbers, that miffed it, each 
fhould be ready to tremble for hinifelf: if we 
knew but one foul in-all this affembly fhould 
finally lofe it, we might each of us cry out 
with great folicitude of fpirit, if in any degree 
unaffured with regard to ourfelves, “ Lord is. 
it P’ (f}? And how much more now ? —Are 
there any of you that muft fay, “Ido not 
certainly know, whether this falvation will be 
mine or not? How can you bear the uncer- 
tainty? . Let me charge it on your confciences 
that you enter into the enquiry, Have you 
come. unto God by Chrift : ——I afk not fo 
much, whether you believe the exifte 
God, and the truth of chriftianity? This i 
faith, which you may carry down - v ou to 
the habitation of devils, who themfelves alfo 


believe and tremble (g) ?———I afk not fo much, 
‘© Luke xix. go. d Acts xiii. 26. . BX. 16. 
€ Matt. xxvi. 22. . g Jam.di fo, 2 
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whether you have ever felt fome defires after 
an intereft in-God through Chrift? In. this 
refpect, as well as in others, there is a defire 
of the flothful that kills him (h), while it ferves 
only to increafe his prefent difquietude and his 
after punifhment. But I afk, what is on the 
whole your choice ? What are your cares, your 
hopes, and your joys ? Dothey center in God ? 
Do they arife from communion with him 
through Chrift ? Do you experimentally know, 
what it is to come to his throne, fubmit your 
revolted fouls to his government with delight ? 
To wait the fignal of his will, as the rule of 
your actions; to enjoy, or at leaft earneftly 
defire, the vifits of his grace, the effufions of 
his love on your hearts? Is prayer your pleafure, 
or is it your burden? Do you regard the word - 
of God as ar invaluable treafury, or is it to you 
as a fealed book? You have a thoufand traces 
of the fublimeft devotion and piety there: can 
you relith them ? Can you find any confiderable 
refemblance between yourfelves, and thofe holy 
fouls, whofe characters are there recorded and 
approved? You call yourfelves chriftians: but 
‘do you know Chriit, and do you love him, and 
do you cordially approve of the methodé of his 
faving grace ? Do you know what it is, to come 
and lay down your guilty fouls, as under the 
effufions of his blood ; to tirip yourfelves of all 
the pride of nature, that your nakednefs may 
be cloathed with his glorious righteoufnefs ? to 
ow to his fceptre ay his obedient fubjeéts, and 
eee you have fuch a governor? And do 
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you feel the necefflity of a daily application to 
him, as your great covenant-head, on whofe 
influence you live, and by whofe fpixit you mutt 
perpetually be a¢tuated, to the purpofes of a 
divine life?~—Thefe, thefe are the decifive 
queftions ; and let me intreat you to hear what 
con{cience has to reply to them. 

AND permit me once more to alk you, it you 
are yet uncertain, as to. this important article, 
how it is that this uncertainty fits on your 
mind? Are you eafy under it ?*Do you care- 
lefly defer the enquiry from one day to another ; 
or purpofely decline it, becaufe you are afraid 
of fome confequences which may difturb you ? 
Or do you renew your examinations again or 
again, fearching for thofe fcriptures, and wait- 
ing for thofe parts of our public difcourfes, 
which may pierce deepeft, and try your fouls to 
the utmoft; ftill above ali begging, that God 
would fearch them ; and renewing your humble 
intreaties, that you may know the very wortt. 
of your ftate, and be at length brought unto 
him through Chrift, though it were by the moit 
pantal way, that any of his fervants have ever 
trod § : 

As to fome of you, perhaps, the cafe may 
require difcuffion: But I believe there are others, 
to whom it would be no long labour. I fear, 
even while I am yet fpeaking, confcience muft 
witnefs again{ft fome of you, that you are utter 
ftrangers to fuch a temper, and that you never 
came unto God by Chrift. And therefore, 
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~ have never come unto God by Chrift, be engaged feri- 
to teflect on the danger of their prefent condition.” 

I know, the corruption of our hearts ftrongly 
inclines us, to think as favourably as poffibly of 
ourfelves, and eagerly to grafp the feebleft reed, 
which may give iome preient, though mott pre- 
carious, fupport to our hope: and I know, 
Satan would favour the delufion to the utmott, 
becaufe he is aware, there is but a fhort time 
in which he need labour to do it; fo that if he 

can amufe you a few days, you are his prey for 
ever. It is our bufinefs, as minifters of the 
gofpel, to counter-work thefe deceivers. O that 
‘God would teach us to do it ¢ffeCtually ! « fin- 
ner, thou art convinced in thy confcience, that 
thou art a ftranger to the temper and charaéter © 
defcribed ; that thou art the man who haft fat, 
perhaps many years, under the found of the 
gofpel, and to this very day haft never come 
unto God by Chrift. \ And doft thou hope for 
falvation by him, while this is the cafe? It is a 
moft arrogant and pernicious hope. I folemnly 
declare unto thee this day, thou haft neither 
part nor lot in this matter (i).——Doft thou 
hope ? On what foundation is it ? Shew me one 
promife in the whole book of God, that {peaks 
pardon and peace to an impenitent unbelieving 
finner. Wilt thou fay, Chrift is able to fave to 
the uttermoft ? He is indeed fo: and yet it is 
ne contradiction to declare, that as things now 
ftand, he cannot fave thee ; for he cannot deny 
himfelf ; he cannot overthrow the whole tenor 
_of his gofpel, and make htmfelf the minifter of 
ee. i f i Atts viii. 21, 
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fin (k)””? You know, he has exprefsly faid, if 
ye believe not that Iam he, ye fhall die in your 
fins (1); nay he that believeth not. fhall be 
damned (m). You know he has foretold, that 
he will another day publicly fay, as for thofe 
mine enemies, who would not that I fhould 
reign over them, bring them forth, and flay 
them before me (ni; and that fo much more 
dreadful condemnation awaits them, than fell 
on the ttanfgreffors of Mofes’ law, though they 
died without mercy (0), that it fhall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of judgment, than for fuch (p). And will your 
hopes {till ftand, while all this dreadful artiller. 

is planted directly againft them ? fhall the eart 

be forfaken for thee, and the rock be removed 
out of its place (q)? rocks fhould much fooner 
be removed, and all the earth left defolate, than 


‘the whole conftitution of the gofpel fhall be 


overthrown, left thou fhouldeft perifh. You. 
would not take poifon; in hopes that God fhould 
work a miracle to preferye your life, Yet you 
might more reafonably expect this, than the 
other ? becaufe it would not fo direétly contra- 
dict any of the perfe€tions of God, or any of 
his declarations. The’ matter is brought to a 
very fhort iflue ; and it requires no penetration, 
or labour of thought, to fee it. If the gofpel be 
not true, there is’ no foundation for expecting 
this falvation at all ; but if it be; you are cut off 
from any hope of.it, while you continue thus ; 
_°k Gal. if. 17, 1 John viii, 24. m Mark XV. 16. 
n Luke xix. a: ) Hb, x: 93. ie Matt. x. 15-4 Joe. 
KVIM, 4, ; Pi va 
whee. 
(% 


tw “ng 
- 


sER. V. to come unto GoD by CHRIST. 11 3 


and you are, even whilft. I fpeak, on the very 
borders of hell. 

Anp now, difarmed as you are of all thefe 
unavailing hopes, fit down and enter deeply in- 
to your prefent circumftances.' “The Son of 
' God became incarnate, and lived and died to 
procure falvation for fuch guilty creatures as I; 
and I have heard of this falvation; but I have 
no fharein it. ‘To this very hour the wrath of 
God abideth on me (r). A ftorm of vengeance 
is arifing around me, and I am excluded from 
the only ark in which I could be fafe. Ex- 
cluded by what? Why, to make it fo muck 
the more grievous, by my own folly.” If we 
were to take upon us abfolutely to proriounce 
concerning any of you, that you were excluded 
from the offers of gofpel-grace, you would no 
doubt refentit highly ; as you reafonably might. 
Much more, were it in the power of a fellow 
mortal to deprive you of all fhare in this great 
falvation, might you cry out of it as a moft 
hellifh cruelty. You would not for the world 
do this wrong to another, if it were in your 

wer. What, murder an immortal foul? You 
would tremble at the thought. But you tremble 
not at the thing. It is what you are doing, 
while you are rejecting the gofpel. And will 
you never have compaflion on your own poor. 
bleeding fouls, till the laft incurable wound is 
given? Yeta little, a very little while, O finners, 
and you will lift up your defpairing eyes in the 
mid{t of your torments, and behold this falva- 
tion from afar (s). And alas, in how different 

r John iii. 36. s Luke xvi. 23. 
G3 
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a view will it then appear, even to the moft 
indolent, and moft prefumptuous of you all ? 
And how will it rend your very fouls to think, 
“Tt was ofered to me, aad I would not accept 
it?” And what a doleful echo will there be 
among{t you, when you, and ten thoufand more 
miferable creatures, are crying out, ‘¢’There 
was an Almighty Saviour provided for finners, 
and yet we are loft for ever; and are funk fo 
much lower than others, becaufe we heard of 
him, and defpifed him !” 
4. “Let fuch finners, as are awakened to a fenfe of their 
danger, be invited and perfuaded, in the ftrength of 
. divine grace, to come unto God by Chrift.” 

Att the awful and terrifying things we fay, 
are dictated by the fincereft and ceo paid love 
to your fouls ; and nothing can be farther from 
qr intention, than to come to torment you be- 

ore the time (t). Did we know, that yourday _ 
of grace was paft we would fpare thefe unwel- 
come pains; and would rather permit you to 
fleep on and take your reft. But thefe are mo- 
ments of hope, finners, though you make them 
moments of extream danger : and thou;h there 
be no hope for you, while you continue to reject 
Chnift, yet if you accept him, you have nothing: 
to fear; but this very day, if you this day en- 
tertain him, fhall falvation come to your houfe: 
{u). Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of falvation (w)s and after fo 
long a time, it is yet called ay (x). Once 
more, and as to fome of you, it may be for the 
_ t Matt viii. 29. u Luke xix. 9. w 2.Cor. vi. 2 
x Heb.iv.7. . 


SER. V. 10 come untoGODby CHRIST. 115 


laft time, is the proclamation again made amontft 
yous Chrift is able to fave to the uttermoft them 
that come unto Ged by him; and thofe that 
come, he will in no wife caft out (y). And do 
you not hear the proclamation with pleafure ? | 
‘and will you not obey it, as worthy of all accep- 
tation (z)? 

Wuar if the fcene were changed, and the 
propofals were addrefled to thole wretched 
creatures who are now in hell? What if God 
fhould fend an embaflador to them, and give 
him authority to addrefs them to fome fuch 
purpofe as this? “ Defpairing creatures, I am 
now come amongft you, not as a meflenger of 
vengeance, but of peace. God has at length 
fooked on your miléries with a compaffionate 
eye; and there is a ray of mercy, darting through 
this gloom’ from the throne of grace, and from 
the {un of righteoufnefs. The prepoials you fo 
long heard with indifference, and which you 
have fo much longer remembered in the bitter- 
nefs of your fouls, are once more renewed. If 
you cry unto him, even out of thefe depths, he 
will hear you; if you will fubmit your fouls to 
his government and his grace, he will fave you; 
and £ am commiflioned in his name to affure 
you, that not only fhall thede gates of hell be 
thrown open for your releafe, but thofe of 
Heaven {hall be opened too for your admit- 
tance.” 

Sinners, let your own confciences fay, how 
you imagine at lcaft, that fuch a propofal would 


— 


be received by condemned fpirits. Do you not 


y John vi. 37. 20 Tim. f, 1s. 
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think, that (as one forcibly expreffes it,) :hey 
would even leap in their chains ? Do you not 
think, the marks of long horror and defpair 
would ieahiediiaell vanith from. their faces’; 
that their eyes would fparkle with hope and 
. joy; and thatthey would begin the work of praife 
even with their flaming tongues? But are not 
*- you yourfelves inthe fame condemnation, though 
the fentence be not yet executed ? Why then 
do you now defpife thofe rivers of mercy, the 
fmalleft drop of which you will hereafter defire 
in-vain ? 

Aas! what we have here deferibed, is mere- 
ly an imaginary fcene. Millions of ages fhall 
roll away in a fad fucceflion, and no fuch pro-; 
pofals be made.to the inhabitants.of hell; nor 
to you finners, if you come-into that place of 
torment. But they are now made good in 
earneft ; and therefore, to-day, if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts (a). Oh'force: 
us not another day, for the deliverance of our 
own fouls, to bear a dreadful teftimony to the 
condemnation of yours; but hearken to thefe 

‘embafhes of peace, and let us-intreat and per-. 
fuade you tobe reconciled (b). This is itil! the 
meflage, theinvitation, the charge, even the fame 
that you heard from the beginning 3 come unto 
God by Chrift. Behold a gracious God, ftretch- 
ing out his arms to réceive you 5 behold a com- 
pailionate Redeemer, yet waiting to introduce 
you to his favourable prefence : and all the faitin- 
ful fubjects of his kingdom, here and above, are 


longing to fee it erected in your fo ~The 
thought even of our own falvation, would be {till 
a Heb. iii, 15. ob 2% Cor. vil 20. oe 
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fweeter to us, if we had a probable hope of 
fharing it with you. And fhall earth and heaven 
expect and defire it in vain ? and will you, as it 
were, grieve both ; that hell may rejoice in your 
ruin, and that devils may infult over you, and 
supbraid you, as having with your own hands 
thur{t away that falvation, of which all their ma~ 
lice and their rage might in vain have attempted 
to deprive you? You will then, alas, find no 
place for repentance, though like Efau you feek 
it carefully with tears (c). : 
Aras, my friends, what more fhall I fay? 
Could I find out any more weighty arguments, 
any more plain, ferious, and aife¢ting, torms of 
addrefs, 4 would go on, though the difcourfe 
fhould {well beyond its due bounds; though my 
own ftrength were impaired by the earneftnets 
of it ; and though a vain, wretched, unbelieving 


world fhould deride at that earnettnefs as enthu-_ - 


fiafmi and madnefs. Nay, who that knows the . 
importance of immortal iouls, would not go on 
to plead’in fuch a caufe, though minutes: and 
hours were to be ftruck off from his life for 
every word that he utters in it, could even fuch 
an expenfive fervice be fure of iuccefs ? but that 
depends upon God, and to whom we would 
look for it. In the mean time, I difmifs you 
with this one word : whether you will hear, or 
whether you will forbear, he in whofe name I 
f{peak, is witnefs, that the embafly is delivered ; 
and fuch words as thefe remain recorded in the 
book of his remembrance, and will fooner or 
ater be brought to your’s. 


¢ Heb. xii. 17, 
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s. “ Let fuch as are defirous of coming to God by Chrifts 
take encouragement from the declaration in the text.’ 
We are not altogether ignorant of Satan’s 
devices (d): We know, by frequent obfervation 
and experience, how foon he can turn the fyren’s 
fong, into the roaring of a lion ; what efforts he 
makes, to drive the awakened foul into the 
agonies of defpair, and to perfuade hin\ that he 
has thrown himfelf beyond the reach of mercy. 
But, if he be practifing fuch‘cruel artifices on 
any foul in this affembly, I do, in the name of 
our Lord and. mafter, charge the lye on the 
father of falfhoods. You have perhaps a great. 
many things to plead againft yourfelves ; iuch 
as, the number, the enormity, and aggravation 
‘of your fins: You will fay, they have been 
committed againft the cleareft light, againft the 
tendere(t love, againft admonitions, more ferious 
refolutions, moft folemn covenant engagements: 
but all thefe pleas, and a thoufand more, are 
anfwered in this one word, he is able to fave to 
the uttermoft, them that come unto God by him.. 
Is it {till matter of doubt ? Turn afide then, and 
more attentively view the trophies of his grace 
and power, erected in his word, ére€i¢ed on 
purpofe for our encouragement, on whoin the 
ends of the world are come. ; ons 
Beno xp Paul in his unconverted ftate, a blaf- 
phemer, and a perfecutor, and ipjurious (e). 
He appears to have divefted himfelf, not only 
of that gentlenefs of manners, which might 
redfonably have been expected from a man of 
fo liberal an education, but even of the fenti- 
d 2Cornii.at 8 ¢ x Timi ry 
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ments of common humanity ; furioufly breath- 
ing out threatnings and flaughters again{t the 
faints (f), without the leaft regard to innocence 
of life, or to tendernefs of age or fex. Yet at. 


‘the pista of an Almighty Saviour, this 
0 


furiots barbarian was melted and fubdued: In 
the full career of his blind and cruel rage, he 
falls down at the feet of that Jefus whom he 
perfecuted, and cries out the very next moment, 
with the lowe! fubmiffion, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do (g) ? By the power of Chrift, the 
fiend was transformed into an angel; he preach- 
ed the faith, which ju{t before he endeavoured - 
to deftroy (h); and quickly learnt fuch language 
as this, neither bonds nor imprifonments move 
me}; nor do I count my life-dear unto me, fo 
that Imay finifh my courfe with joy, and the 
minifiry which I have received of the Lord 
Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of God (i). 

Tue Corinthians were debauched and aban- 
doned to a proverb, the fcandal of their countfy, 
and the reproach of their nature. For whea 
the apoftle had been reckoning up a catalogue 
of the moft infamors finners; fuch, as forni- 


- eators, afd idolaters, and adulterers, and effemi- 


nate, and abufers of themfelves with mankind, 
and. thieves, and covetous, and drunkards, and 
revilers, and extortioners ; he adds furprifing 
words, (and oh what furprifing grace do they 
imply !) Such were fome of you (x); fuch, thac 
one would almoft have expected, that lightning 
from heaven fhould have blafted them, or thac 

FAGsix. 1, g Adsix. 5,6. h Gali.2g. iAds 
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the earth fhould have opened a paffage into hell: 
but inftead of this, fays the apoftle to thefe very 
men, ye are wafhed, ye are fanctified, ye are 
' juftified, in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by 

the fpirit of our God. ‘The blefled Jefus did 
not upbraid them with their former crimes, but 
poured forth his fpirit upon them in fo abundant 
a degree, that their faith was every where 
celebrated, and they came behind in no gift (I). 
. IF yet we can imagine any crime more notori- 
ous than fome of thofe, which are charged on 
the Corinthian converts in their natural itate, it 
mutt furely be that, which the fun could not 
behold: without horror, nor the earth fuftain 
without trembling; the murder of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that innocent, that holy, that divine 
Perfon, with ll the circumftances of the moft 


inhuman cruelty. They had known his exem- 


plary converfation, they had heard his heavenly 


difcourfes, they had feen his divine miracles ; 


. yet in fpite of all thefe, the outrageous Jews 
feize him as a peft of human fociety,, drag him 
before a heathen tribunal, extort a fentence of 
condemnation again{t him, and at length, after 
a thoufand indignities and barbarities, nail him 
to the crofs by the hands of the Romans. Yet 
would he fhew, that even thefe rebels were not 
beyond the reach of his power, and grace : for 
no fooner was the difpenfation of the Spiritopen- 
ed, but three thoufand of them weré conyerted 
in one. day ; they gladly received the word, and 
were baptized in token of it (m); and notwith- 
{tanding all the efforts which the fubtilty, or 
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fury of the enemies could ufe to draw them a™ 
way from it, they continued ftedfaft in thy 
doctrine and fellowthip of the apoftles, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers (n): and then 
are now in heaven, rejoicing in the prefence of 
that Jefus whom they murdered, and afcribing 
their eternal falvation to that blood which them- 
felves fhed. - 
AND now, methinks, I am ata lofs to ima- 
gine, what unbelief can find to object againft 
Juch inftances and examples as the‘e, efpecially 
when back’d with fo many encouraging promifes. 
Can you fay worfe of yourfeives, than that you 
are the chief of finners? But Paul will tell you, 
that he was fo; and that for this caufe, he 
obtained mercy, that in him, as chief, Jefus 
Chrift might fhew forth all long-fuffering for a 
pattern to thofe that fhall hereafter believe (0). 
And all the other examples are no doubt record- 
ed for the very fame purpofe, that you through 
comfort of the {criptures might have hope :p). 
Therefore, “¢ when your hearts are overwhelmed 
within you, look unto the rock which is higher 
than you” (q). Look unto Jefus, and you will be | 
lightened; and your face willnot be afhamed (r). 
When fatan is plying you with his fiery darts, 
wield them off bythe fhield of faith (s), andyas it 
were, hurl them back into the face of the temp- 
ter. Let all his endeavours to deter you from 
‘It, engage you to adhere fo much the more 
ftedfallly to your refolution, of throwing your- 
felyes at the feet of Chrift: and let no one fear, 


n Aéts ii. 42. o r Tim. i. 16. p Rom. xv. 4° 
q Pfal.Ixi.2. r Pfal. xxxiv. 5.  s Eph. vi. 13. 
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that he: fhould be the firft finner that ever 
perifhed there ; for it cannot be, unlefs almighty 
power be weakened, and infinite compaflions be 
exhaufted. 

6. Let thofe who have been enabled “ to come unto God 
by Chrift, bethankful and courageous, in the views of the 
promifed falvation.” ; 

My brethren, let me urge you to abound in 
the bleffed work of praife, for which none on 
earth havefo much reafonias you. It is matter 
‘of thankfulnefs, but to hear of this falvation ; 
how much more then, to have it brought home | 
to our houfe, to our heart, fo as to be able thro’ 
grace to fay, “this falvation is mine!” Oh 
remember, it was the fame grace which firft 
fent it, that has rendered it effeétual, Reflect, 
I intreat you, firs, on your own hearts : had you 
not once your prejudice againit the gofpel, as 
well as others ? How unwilling were you to un- 
derstand the method of falvation it taught ? and 
when you did understand it, how much more 
unwilling were you-to fubmit to it? Yet now, 
thofe very parts of the icheme, which were once 
your peculiar averfion, are become your peculiar 
joy- 

Aport the work of divine grace, and take 
encouragement from it. Remember the con- 
neétion, which there is, between coming to 
God by Christ, and being faved by him even to 
the uttermost. Your deliverance from the 
curfe of the law, from the tyranny of Satan, and 
from the power of fin, is but the beginning of 
this falvation; but it ‘will at length be ac- 
complifhed ; and you fhould trigmph in the ex- 
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pectation of it. ‘‘ Various enemies furround 
me,” may the christian fay, and they fome- 
times feem even ready to wallow me up: the 
‘world befets me with innumerable inares ; 
Satan is daily feeking by his crafty wiles to get 
advantage over me; the ficfh is ever ready to 
betray me; and death is threatning to destroy 
me with its sting; but yet in all theie things 
Tam more than a conqueror, through him that 
hath loved me (t). Vain world, I {hall quickly 
eave thee! wily infernal ferpent, the God of 
peace fhall fhortly bruife thee under my feet 
«u)! corrupt deceitful flefh, I fhall be happily 
delivered trom thee! And death, thou king: of 
terrors, | am affured, thou fhalt be fwallowed up 
in victory (w)! Though thou mayft kill me, - 
yet thou canft not hurt me; for I know, that my 
Redeemer liyeth (x); and becaufe he liveth, [ 
fhali Inve alfo (y).” ‘Thefe are fentiments and 
views, worthy our character, as chriftians, 
worthy of thote who are the faved of the Lord. 
Let us take for our helmet this hope of falvation 
4z , and it will guard our head in every danger 
of life and death; till at length we exchange that 
helmet for the celettial crown, which the Lord 
fhall give us in that day (a), when in the com- 
pleate{t fenfe he hall fave all his people to the 
uttermoft, and they fhall all appear with him in 
the brighteft glories of this great and perfect 
falvation. 


~t Rom. viii. 37. a xvi 20. °  w 1 Cor. xv. 54. 
* Job-xix. 25. - y Johu xiv. 19. z Eph. vie 1}- 
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Isa. xl. 11. 
He fhall feed his flock like a Ibepherd ke foall ga- 


ther the lambs with his arm, and carry them in~ 
his bofom, and foal gently lead thofe that are with 
young. “ j 4 
- . r j 
I; is welh known, that there are threé moft il- 
luftrious offices, under which our Redeemtr is 
often {poke of in {cripture ; thofe of the prophet, 
the prieft, and the king of his church. And: 
there are fevetal other. characters, either coin- 
cident with thofe, or fubfervient to them, which 
are frequently mentioned, and are worthy of - 
our regard; amongft which that of a fhepherd 
is peculiarly remarkable, as often occurring in 
the word of God, and affording abtindant 
matter, both for the inftruétion, and the confo- | 


{ 


lation of his people. 

I sHALL not now enumerate all 

in which our Lord is defcribed 
charaéter, both in the old Teftan 
snew. It may be fufficient here to r 
‘that he was plainly fotetolé by Ez 
one fhepherd whom God: would 
~ people to feed them, even his fen 
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that is, the Mefliah, David’s fon; he, fays the 
prophet, fhall feed them, and he fhall be the 
{hepherd (a’. And Chrift accordingly {peaks of 
himfelf, as the good fhepherd (b; ; and is fpoken 
of by one and another of the apoftles, as the 
‘great fhepherd of the fheep (c), and the chief 
fhepherd (d?. So that on the whole, if the 
words of the text had a more immediate refer- 
erice to the Father, they might with great pro- 
priety be applied to Chrift, by whom the Father 
exercifes his paftoral care of his people. 

Tue chapter is opened with very reviving 
words; comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, faith 
your God : and to affure them that thefe confo- 
lations addrefied to them were indeed glad tid- 
ings Of great joy, and worthy to be introduced 
in a very pompous manner, mention is made of 
a very remarkableherald fent before, whofe voice 
was to cry in the wildernefs, prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make ftraight in the defert a 
high-way for our God (e); that is, let every 
ob{truction immediately be removed: a f{eripture 
fo exprefty applied to John the Baptift, as the 
forerunner of Chrift (f), that it may be fuflicient 
to fix the fenfe of the context, with thofe who 
have any regard to the authority of the new 
‘Teftament, in explaining the old. . 

To confirm the faith of Ifrael in this impor- 
tant meflage, a folemn proclamation is made, 
ver. 6. he voice ,that is, the voice of God, . 
{peaking to me in this vifion,) faid unto me, cry; 

a Ezek. xxxiv.23.  b Johnx.1r. ‘c Heb. ili. 20. 
d 1 Pet-v.g, = © ver. 3. f Compare ver. 5. with 
tt. ai. 3. = Markiv3. «© Lukeiii. 4. © Johni. 23. | 
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that is, raife thy voice as loud as pofible : and 
I faid, what fhal! I cry ? The following words 
are evidently the anfwer, which God returns to 
this queftion of the prophet; q. d. “proclaim 
this awful and feafonable truth, all fleth is -grafs, 
and all the goodlinefs thereof is as the flower of 
the field, which is yet more frail and fhort-lived 
than the grafs itfelf: the grafs withereth, and the 
flower fadeth; but the word of our God fhall 
ftand for ever. q. d. Were it only the promife 
of a man, you might indeed doubt of its accom- 
plifhment ; were it only the word of the migh- 
tieft prince on earth, it might give you but a 
trembling and precarious hope: man is a dyin 
creature, and all the moft chearful hopes, stick 
are built on him, may quickly pexjth; but the 
word of our God, even’ that word(as it is ex- 
plained by the apoftle Peter,) which by the 
gofpel is preached unto you, fhall ftand for ever 
(g), as the firm bafisof your hope and confidence, 
and fhall be certainly accomplifhed in the final 
redemption and falvation of his people.” a 

THe heavenly voice ftill continues to fpeak 
to the prophet, who was honoured with this 
happy meflage, and charges him to deliver it 
with the greateft chearfulnefs and zeal. “O 
thou that bringest good tidings to Zion” (for fo 
I think the words fhould be rendered as they are 
by fome, and particularly in the margin of your 
_bibles,) “get thee up into the high mountain, 
fome place of eminence, from whence thou 
may’st be univerfally heard: Oh thou, that 
. bringest good tidings to Jerufalem, lift up thy 
g i Pet. i. 25. / 
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oice with strength; lift it up; and be not 
fraid, lest the event fhould not anfwer the 
romife; but fay unto the cities ef Judah, 
chold your God (h); for the Lord God‘will 
wme with a strong hand ; that is, the kingdom 
f the Meffah fhall be ereéted with a glorious 
ifplay of the divine power; and his arm fhall 
“Je for him, as in former inftances of moft for- 
iidable oppofition, his own right hand, and his 
aly arm have gotten him the victory (i): his 
fegdom fhall be adminiftered with the exacteft 
quity and wifdom,; for his rewards is with 
im, to render to every man according to his 
dings ; and his work is before him (k): that is, 
¢ has the compleateft view of it, and keeps his 
ye always fixed upon it.” 

Yet, (as it is added-in the words of the text,) 
ve authority of a prince, and the dignity of a 
zod, fhall be attempered by the gentlenefs of a 
1oft compaffionate fhepherd : he fhall feed his 
ock like a fhepherd ; he fhall gather the lambs 
ith his arm, and carry them in his bofom, 
ad fhall gently lead thofe that are with young. 
You have already heard of that {trong hand, 
ith which Jefus our Lord is come, and of that 
i€torious euergy, with which his arm fhall rule 
whim. Hisnamehas been proclaimed amongit 
ou, as the Lord of hofts, the Lord ftrong and 
lighty, able to fave unto the uttermoft*. Let 
s now confider him in this amiable character, 
1 which our a him; for this renders 


| WauPet.i.g. i Pfal. xcviii. 2, k ver. 10. 
# See the foregviag Sermons, efpecially the fecond. 
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thofe views of his almighty power delightful, 
which our guilt would otherwife render dread- 
fulto us. | 
Curistrans, I would hope it,is your dzfire 
whenever you attend on the inftitutien .of th 
gofpel, to fee Jefus. 1 may now fay to you,. Gp 
the words of Pilate, on a very different occa 
fion,) behold the man (1). He appears not in- 
deed in his royal robes, or in his prieitly vett- 
ments ; but he wears the habit of condefcenfion 
and love ; and is not the lefs amiable, though 
he may not feemequally majeftic, while he bears 
the paftoral rod inftead of the royal fceptre, and 
feeds his flock like a fhepherd, gathering up the 
feeble lambs in his arms, and bearing them in his 
bofom, and gently leading thofe that are with 
young. ) as, rn EE ; 
You will naturally obferve, ——that the text 
declares Chrift’s. general. care of all his people, 
and befpeaks his peculiar gracious regard 
to thofe, whofe circumf{tances require a peculiar 
tendernefs. PE | 
1. We may obferve-* his general careof all his peaple.”” _ 1 
He fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd : they 
may each of them therefore fay with’ David, the 
Lord is my thepherd, I fhall not want : he 
keth me to lie down in green paitures ; he lead. 
eth me befide the ftill waters ; he reltoreth my 
foul; he leadeth me in the paths of righteoul- 
nefs for his name’s fake (mj. ‘The church is 


his fold ; and ordinances are his’paftures ; and 
his fheep fhall be nourifhed Wien till | 
grow up to that blefled world, w re, in a much 
1 Jobn xix. 3. m Pfal. xxiii. tg. 
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\obler fenfe than here, all the children of God 
hat were fcattered abroad fhall be gathered 
ogether in one (n), and fhall appear as one 
heep-fold under the great fhepherd and bishop 
£ fouls (0). We have abundan: reafon to ad- 
nire his condefcenfion and love, in the view of 
hefe things, and to congratulate the happinefs 
f his people, as under fuch pastoral care. But 

will not enlarge on this, general view, or on 

efe reflections upon it, that I may leave my- 
elf room to infift on what I chiefly propofed in 
he choice of thefe words ; that is, 

2. “Curist’s peciliar concern for thofe, whofe circum. 

stances require a peculiar tendernefs.”’ 

Tus is exprefied in thofe words; he fhall ga- 
her the lambs with his arm, and carry them in 
is bofom, and gently lead thofe that are with 
oung, that is, he will confider their weaknefs 
nd infirmity, and condu&t them as they are 
ble to bear it: which is alfo implied in that 
early parallel text, in which we are told, he 
hall feek that which was loft, and bring again 
hat which was driven away, and bind up that 
vhich was broken, and ftrengthen that which 
vas fick (p). 

Tuisis the general import of tie words ; but 
or the fuller explication and improvement. of 
hem, give me leave, 

J. To enumerate the cafes and circumstances of fome 
hristians, who may properly be confidered, as the lambs of 
ne flock, or as thofe that are with young. 

II. To confider what may be intimated: concerning the 
sdeemer’s tendernefs to them, as it is expreffed by his gather- 
n Joha xi. sr. o Compare John x, 26. with 1 Pet: 
125° © p Ezek. stxjv. 15, 16, 
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ing them in his arms, and carrying them in his bofom, an 
gently leading them. ; : 
Idd. I wit endeavour to fhew, what abundantreafon ther 
is to depend upon, it, that the great thepherd will deal in 
very tender manner with fuch. And then, ' 


IV. I witidired to the properimprovement of the whole 


May he who hath faid, comfort ye my people 
enable me to do it in the moft effectual manner 
may he give me th: tongue of the learned, t 
fpeak a word in feafon to them that are weary 
(p), and to appoint to the weeping and trembling 
foul beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourn. 
ing, and the garment of praife tor the fpirit ot 
heavinefs (q) ! te 

I, I am to mention the cafe of fome chriftians, who may 
properly be confidered, as repretented by the lambs of the 
tlock, or by fheep that are with young. a 

Now in the general, you know, thefe expref 
fions may fignify all who-are young and tender 
You know, a young lamb isa very feeble crea, 
ture, and when deferted by its dam, if no! 
affifted by the fhepherd, is in great danger o: 
perifhing, and of breathing out its innocent life 
almoft as foon as it has received it : and, as Jacok 
obferves (r), the fheep that are with youig, o 
that have lately yeaned, are not capable of fuck 
fatigues as the other cattle; but if over-driver 
fo much as one day, their tendernefs is fuch. 
that they. would die. And therefore when ow 
Lord was fpoken of under the character of s 
fhepherd, it was very juft, as well as’very ele- 
gant, to ufe fuch figures as thefe, to ae 
- thofe of his poeple who ftood in need of peculi 

p Ifa.l.4.  q Ha. lxi.g. © Gem, xpxili. 13. 
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compaflion and: care. Now you may eafily 
apprehend, thofeare to, be confidered as included 
here, who are of a tender age, or but of 
little ftanding in religion, or whofe fpirits are 
naturally feeble, —-or whofe circumftances are 
Jiftrefsful and calamitous, on account of any 
peculiar affliction, either of body, or of mind. 

1. Ir is evident, that “they who are of a tender age,” 
may with peculiar propriety be called the lambs of the 
»» flock. 

‘Tuey refemble lambs, in refpect of their 
outh ; and in fome degree likewife, on account 
of that innocence and fimplicity, for which our 
Lord fingled them out, to recommend them to 
ihe imitation of all his followers, and even of his 
xpotties, alluring them that they muft become 
like little children, if they would hope to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven (s). You, children, 
will therefore endeavour to mind what I fay this 
lay ; foram to fpeak to you ; to {peak to you 
bout the kindnefs and care of Chrift towards 
vou.” Laffure you, I fpeak of it with pleafure : 
und furely you fhould hear it with pleafure : and 
your little hearts fhould even leap for joy, to 
‘hink that a minifter fhould be fent to addrefs. 
iimfelf to you, as the lambs of Chrift’s flock. 
h that every one of you may indeed be fo! 
vou will hear, what a kind fhepherd you have, 
and how gracioufly he will lay you in his bofom! 

_2. “ Tuey who are but of late ftanding in religion, may 
alfe be calied the lambs of Chrift’s flock.” 

THoucu perhaps they are more advanced in 
‘ge, than many others, they are but young in 

ek 5 Matt. xviii. 3. 
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grace, and in chriftian experience ; they are in 
the loweft form in Chrift’s fchool, and perhaps 
have much of the infirmity and the weaknefs of 
children. ‘They have alfo fome peculiar aifh- 
culties to ftruggle with from within, and often 
from without, which may render them more 
fenfible of thofe infirmities. Such are therefore 
called babes in Chrift (t); while chriflians of 
greater growth and experience, are called {trong 
men (u), 

3. Tue language of the text may alfo with peculiar pro~ 
priety be applyed to “thofe, whofe {pirits are naturally 
very feeble and timorous.” hy AR 

Tue conftitutions of different perfons are 

moft apparently various; and the infirmities 
which attend fome, render them the objects o 
peculiar compaflion. ‘To them perhaps the 
grafhopper is a burden ¢w) 3 and what by others 
would hardly be felt at all, quite overloads and 
deprefles them. While_fome of their fellow 
chriftians are as bold as the lion, thefe like the 
fearful lamb, {tart and tremble almoit at the 
thaking of a leaf. _This exceflive tendernefs of 
the mind, which fhews itfelf often on very finall 
occafions, is much. more vifible where their 
eternal interefts feem to. be concerned. The 
importance of thofe interefts appears fo great, 
that they are even terrified with the view. A 
fadnefs of foul, which often feizes thent, difpofes 
them to apprehend and fufpeét the worlt cor- 
‘cerning themfelves. And hence it may fo hap. 
pen, that ah incapacity to attend long to the 
-exercifes of devotion, arifing from a natural 


t 1 Cor iii, 1. wu Rom/xyv.a, wi Eeetel xii. s. 
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weakneis of neryes and {pirits, {hall appear to 
them as a black mark of a foul fpiritully dead, 
and be thought a fufficient ground for applying 
to themfelvyes all thofe awful things, which the 
hypocrites in Sion have fo much reafon to be 
Stead of. Or. when they view the difficulties 
of the chriftian life, they are ready to fink under 
the profpect, and to conclude, that they fhall 
lofe that little good they have attained, and fhall 
furely and fpeedily fall by the hands of fuch 
formidable enemies. It is very probable, that 
the hearts of many who hear me, know in this 
refpect their own bitternefs and burden (x) : 
But let them remember, it is known alfo by 
the compaifionate fhepherd of Ifrael; and fhail - 
be gracioufly remembered, and confidered by 
him. 


4- THE gracious promife in the text may be confidered, 
as referring to ‘ thofe, whofe circumstances are pecu- 
liarly distressful, on account of afflictions, whether, of 
body, or of mind.” 


Wuo is there among you this day, that 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his 
fervant; and yet walketh in darknefs, and hath 
no light? He is now’ called to truft in the 
name of the Lord, and to {tay himfelf upon his 
G1 {y). What. chriftians are there, whofe 
days are {pent in grief, and perhaps their years 
in fighing (z); fo that when their difappoint- 
ments.or maladies, their temptations or defer- 
tions prefs hard upon them, they are. fcarce 
able to rife under the burden, and to believe 


x Prov. xiv.t0. — y Be z Pfal. xxxi. 10. 
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that they fhall be any longer fupported ? But 
on the contrary are ready to cry out, Hath 
the Lord forgotten to be gracious? hath he in 
anger fhut up his tender mercies (a)? To them 
does this compafltonate Saviour appear, to lifg 
up the hands that hang down, and to ftrerigth- 
en the feeble knees (b), to fweeten their forrows, 
and filence their fears, to confirm their hopes, 
and awaken their joys, Let the young and the 
unexperienced, the timorous, and the afflicted, 
whofe defires are towards him, and their hearts 
waiting ‘upon him, Jet them all hear it with 
pleafure: If they can be fafe in the ‘arms of 
Chrift, if they can be eafy in his bofom, if they 
can be dajeartad under his gentleft conduét, they 
may difmifs their anxieties, for to them, and to 
fuch as they are, does-he particularly {peak in 
thefe gracious words of the text, afluring them, 
that he will gather them as the lambs in his 
arms, that he will carry them in his bofom, and 
that he will gently lead them, as ewes which 
are great with young, Which brings me, 

Il. To confider what may be intimated con- 
cerning the Kedeemer’s tendetnefs to them, as 
exprefled by thefe paftoral phrafes. 

Aut the expreflions do evidently fpeaka moft 
affectionate care; and they do more particu- 
larly intimate,—that he will be ready to receive, 
—proteét,—and comfort them,—and that he 
will moderate their trials in proportion ‘to their 
ftrength. The three former of thefe ar¢implied 
in gathering them in his arms, and laying them 
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in his bofom; and the !aft, in his gently. lead- 
ing thofe that are with young. . 
1, Tue text evidently declares “the readinefs of the 
{ eoeae Jefus to receive the weakeft foul that applies 
} to him’? " 
4 He will gather them in his arms: that is, at 
Jeaft, his arms fhall be open to them. For tho’ 
the Lord be high, he hath refpeét unto the 
owly (c); and he will not defpife the humbleft 
‘creature, that thinks himfelf moft beneath his 
regards.—children, though they can do fo little 
for his fervice, though they hardly know how 
to breathe out a prayer before him, or what 
bleflings they fhould afk at his hands; yet they 
fhall be welcome to him. He underftands their 
poor broken language; and he hears it with 
pleafure.—_When the foul is but juft fetting 
out in religion, and feems, in a fpiritual fenfe, 
as helplefs as a new-born infant; when there is 
little knowledge,~ and perhaps a very flrong 
ftruggle between nature and grace; he will not 
defpile the day of fmall things (d). When the 
chriftian is ready to fay the hardeft things a- . 
zainft himfelf, when a fenfe of former follies, 
and of prefent defects, lays him even in the duit 
at the foot of a Redeemer,~this gracious fhep- 
herd will raife the drooping creature: And when 
jie i$ ready to fay, Lord, I am, as I deferve to 
be, caft out of thy fight (ec); he will gather him 
among the lambs in his arms, he will open them 
wide to receive and embrace him.«~lrembling > 
fouls, hear it. to your comfort: In all your ° 
weaknefs, under all your guilt, in the mid{t of 
c Plak-cxxxviii. 6. d re iv. 10. e Jonah ii. 4. 
5e 
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your fear, in the moft of your forrows, you 
may come to Jefus with a holy boldnefs, and 
affure yourfélves, that he willnot caft you out (f).. 
‘That he will in no wife, that is, by no means, 
on no confideration whatfoever, do it. But, 

2: THe phrafe farther implies,“ that he will provide for 

their fafety.”’ : 

Anp therefore it is added, that he will not 
only gather them in his arms, but carry them 
in his bofom; which exprefles both the tender- 
nefs, and the continuance of his care! for this 
purpofe.. You know, when the poor trembling © 
lamb is lodged, not only in the arms, but in the 
bofom of the fhepherd, while it remains there, 
it is fo fecure, that the wild beaft, or the robber, 
niuft conquer the fhepherd, before he can hurt 
the lamb. So when the feeble and fearful 
chriftian hears the lions of hell, as it were, 
roaring around him, and fees them juft ready to 
devour him, he may fly to this fanétuary, and 
defy them all ; for everlafting arms fhall be un- 
derneath him (g), and fhall compafs him round 
for his defence and fafety. I give unto my fheep 
eternal life, fays Chrift, in the moft refolute and_ 
determinate manner, and they fhall never pe- 
rifh, neither fhall any pluck them out of my 
hand (h.) ‘ Reviving words!” may the be- 
lieving foul fay ; ‘* for they affure me, that if 
T am in that hand, to which I have been fo fre- 
quently and fo folemnly committing my eternal 
all, nothing can deftroy me, that is notable to 
oppofe, and even to conquer Chrift,—thar, Al- 


f John vi. 37, . g Deut. xxxiiiay,  h John x. 238. 
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mighty Saviour,—whom, when he was on earth 
in feeble mortal clay, all the hofts of hell, with 
their united malice and rage, aflaulted in vain, 
and were fubdued and triumphed over by that 
ery death, which they fo eagerly laboured to 
accomplifh ; for on this crofs hesfpoiled prin- 
Cipalities and powers, and madega fhew of them 
openly (i).” 

Ir may properly be added here, that as the 
lamb cannot :be deftroyed, fo neither can it be 
feduced, when in the fhepherd’s arms. ‘The 
foolifh creature while at a diftarice from him, 
may wander it knows not whither, and lofe it- 
felf in fome barren and pathlefs wildernefs; 
where it cannot fubfift, and from whence it 
cannot return. And thus far the humble be- 
lieyer will own, the parallel too juft,—will own 
that he has again and again gone aftray like a 
loft fheep (k): “ Yet, Lord,” may he add, “I 
adore thy faithful care in reducing me to thy 
fold again, and am encouraged this day to hope, 
thou wilt not fuffer me to perith by my wan- 
derings. ‘Thine eye and thy hand, are my fe- 
curity, againft the prevalency of inward cor- 
Tuptions, as well as outward temptations ; and 
I truft, that neither the one, nor the other, fhall 
be able finally to feparate me from thy love (1), 
or to deprivé me of the bleflings connected 
With it.” 

3. Tur promife in the text farther implies, “ that Chrift 


‘will confult the comfort of his people,” as well as their 
fafety. 


HE will carry the lambs in his bofom; carry 


Col. ii. tg. =k Pfal. cxix. r7o.~ 1 Rom. viii. 39. 
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them, when they are fo weak, as not to be able 
to walk, like the reft of the flock. Or rather, , 
here may be a beautiful allufion to a circum- 
ftance, which muft often oceur in the place 
where Ifaiahywrote; where it might perhaps 
be ufual, when.a new fallen lamb was expofed 
to the chilnefs of the morning or evening air, in 
a manner which might have been dangerous to 
its health or its life, that the fhepherd, when he 
Saw it lying in this weak and helplefs condition, 
fhould take it up into his bofom, and fold about 
it part of his long garment, which moft people 
wore in thofe eaftern countries ; and there the 
little helplefs creature would lie, not only fafe, 
but warm and eafy, till it was revived and 
flrengthened. So pleafantly, and delightfully, 
is the poor trembling foul lodged in the bofom 
of Chrift. It is made to rejoice in his love, as 
well as his power, and to own him as the 
chiefeft among ten thoufand, and altogether 
lovely (m). You know, the chriftian 1s def- 
cribed, as rejoicing in Chrift Jefus (nm), and as 
glorying in him (0): The weary mariner does 
not rejoice fo much when the danger and 
fatigues of his voyage are over, and he fees him- 
felf fafe at home, and meets the kindeft of his 
long abfent friends there ; as the burdened foul 
rejoices, when by faith he is led to a Redeem- 
er, and received with the affurances of his love 
and grace. Nor would he exchange that foft 
and compaffionate bofom, for the chdiceft and 
fweeteft breafts of worldly confolation, of which 


m Gant. v, 10,16. 0 Phil. iii 13. 0 Gal. tis 26. 
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the finner may fuck, but can never be fatisfied 

‘rom them. | 

' 4 Tue promife in the text muft farther intimate, that 
Christ will accommodate the “ trials of the weak Chris- 


» ) tian to his strength,” and will lay no more upon him, 
© than he fhall be able to bear. 


| TaHererors it is faid he will gently lead thofe 
that are with young: As the fhepherd’ is care- 
ful, in fuch a-circumftance, not to over-drive 
jhe cattle, left both young and old be deftroyed 
(ip). God, fays the apoftle is faithful, who will 
not fuffer you to be tried above what ye are 
able ; but will with the trial make a way for 
your efeape, that ye may be able to bear it (q). 
in this inftance is the tendernefs of Chrift re- 
markable, and his wifdom too. As a father 
would not cruth his child by a heavy burden, 
but lets him bear what is proportionable to his 
years and jtrength : till at lait, by infenfible de- 
srees, he grows capabie of carrying with eafe 
ind pleafure, what would before have over- 
whelmed him : Thus does Chrift deal with the 
feeble chriftian. He calls him out to eafier du- 
‘ies, to lefs formidable combats, to lighter af- 
li€tions firft: He ftays his rough wind in the 
lay of the eaft wind (r); and thus trains him 
yp to pafs, with fortitude and chearfulneis, 
‘hrough thofe more trying fcenes, which he 
would before have trembled to behold in a dif- 
ant profpect. 

ALL thefe comfortable and important parti- 
sulars feem naturally contained in the words of 


p Gen. xxxiii.13. 9 1 Cor.x. 13. ~ ¥ Ifa, xxvii, 9. 
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the text. You eafily apprehend, that many of 
them, as applied to the great fhepherd of fouls, 
might have been confirmed by reafonings and 
Scriptures, which I have here omitted: But 1 
was cautious not too far to anticipate what is tc 
be offered under the third general, where I am 
to fhew, how much '“ reafon there is to expect, 
that the blefled Jefus will exercife this gentle 
and affectionate care, towards the feeble of the 
flock.” The fubjeét is too copious, to be dif- 
cuffed, or entered upon, in thefe few remaining 
moments. Let me, therefore, at prefent con: 
clude with reminding you, that all is already 
proved by the authority of the text ; and I hope: 
the truth of it has been fealed, by the experi- 
ence of many that hear me thisday. May it be 
fealed, bythe experience of all! and all willt then 
fay, as furely as fome of us can, that when we 
have heard the moft that can be faid of the grace 
‘of a Redeemer, and when the boldeit or the foft- 
eft figures are ufed to illuftrate it the half has not 
been told us(s). How much more fhall we fay it, 
when we come to that fold above ? To which 
may his mercy at length conduct us, in fuch 
ways as his wifdom fhall chufe ! And fupport 
ed by his arms, and cherifhed in his bofom, we 
fhall purfue them with pleafure. . Amen, 
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*voofs of Crrist’s tenderness, and the im- 
_) provement we should make of it. 
: 


== 2 6 0 
‘ Isa. x]. 11: 
* foal “a his flack like a fbepherd ; he fall ga- 
ther the lambs with his arm, and carry them in 
his bofom, and fhall gently lead thefe that are 
with young. as 


Ly fhould certainly be our care, when we are 
vandling fuch figurative {criptures as thefe, that 
ve do not offer violence to them, and force 
hem, by a multitude of fanciful accommoda- 
ions, to fpeak what it was by no means perti- 
1ent to the defign of the facred writer to have 
aid. Yet on the other hand, it appears to me 
out a grateful return to the divine condefcen- 
‘on in ufing fuch language, to dwell attentively 
on the images, with which God is fometimes 
leafed to clothe his addrefles to us; that we 
nay ufe them to fuch putpofes, as feem'to have 
‘een intended by them. Efpecially is fuch a 
‘are as this reafonable, when the figure is not 
‘xpreffed in a fingle word, but diverfified and 
dorned with fuch a variety of expreflion and 
magery, a3 we find inthetext. In fuch a cafe, 
tris fit, that the beauties of every part fhould 
raced; And there is this evident advantage in 
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it, that it may not only make way for the eafiet 
entrance of important truths into the mind: 
but may give rdom to prefent the moft familia 
and accuftomed thoughts, in fuch a diverfity o! 
drefs, at different tifnes, as may make therr 
more pleafing to the mind, than they might 
probably be, if repeated in the plaineft language 
{fo often as the importance .of them require: 
they fhould be infifted upon. > s 

Peruaps it is for this reafon, among others. 
that fuch a variety of metaphorical and allego- 
rical language is ufed, both in the Old and New 
Teftament, in defcribing the offices and cha- 
racters of the great Redeemer. And for this 
reafon alfo it is, that when fuch paflages haye 
occurred, as the fubjeét of our public medita- 
tions, I have thought it more proper to dwell 
pretty largely on the various claufes of the text, 
than immediately to fix on fome common place 
in divinity, which might eafily have been intro- 
duced, and to treat itin a fyftematical form. ] 
blefs God, that the attention with which fuch 
difcourfes have generally been heard, and the 
good effects with which they have been often 
attended, have: encouraged .me to purfue this 
method myfelf, and to recommend it to others ; 
theugh fome may reckon ita part of a folid and 
rational tafte, to think very meanly of it. 

Wir thefe views I have entered on the fub- 
ject, in the following method. Having proved, 
that the words refer to the Lord Jeftis Chriit, 


the great Shepherd of the Sheep Kei hayes 
: i, a ee 
ae 
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_T. Enumerarep the cafes of various forts of perfons, 
whom we may fuppofe to be reprefented by the lambs of 
the flock, or by thofe that are with young, they being thofe 
that require peculiar tendernefs. 


/ ANp here I have mentioned, thofe who 
are of a tender age, or of a fhort ftanding in 
religion 3; thofe, whofe fpirits are naturally 
feeble ;——and thofe, whofe cireumftances are 
eculiarly calamitous, on account of any heavy 
fiction, either of body or of mind, whether 
rifing from providential difpenfations, or from 
ws hidings of God’s face, or from the affault of 
piritual enemies. So that chriitians in fuch 
‘ircumftances as thefe, will, I hope, confider 
hemfelves, as peculiarly interefted in the com- 
ortable things, which are now farther to be laid 
efore you. And may the blefled Spirit apply 
he confolation to each of their fouls ! 

IL Lave alfo confidered the Redeemer’s tendernefs to 
ich, as expreffed by ‘ gathering them with his arm, lay- 
ig them in his bofom, and gently leading them.” 

Anp here I obferved, that thefe gracious and 
fe€tionate words might be intended to exprefs, 
+his readinefs to receive,—to prote¢t,—and to 
omfort them; and his care to moderate their 
xercifes and burdens in proportion to their 
tength. ‘Thefe are very important particulars, 
id moft evidently fuited to the-neceffities and 
ires of the feeble chriftian. hope therefore 
u will attend with pleafure, while I now 


) ay 

BF thew what abundant reafon there is to believe, 
4 great Shepherd will deal in this tender manner ; 
at he well thus “ gather the lambs with his arm, and care 
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ry tt hem in his bofom, and gently lead thofe cat are witl 
young.”’ 4 

As the lamb fometimes fears the fhepherd 
and is ready to flee from him, when he comes 
towards it with the kindeft defigns: So it is al 
fo evident from experience, that the comfort ’o 
the chriftian is often much impaired, for wan 
of that confidence in the care and teudernefs o 
a Redeemer, which is fo reafonable, as -well a: 
fo delightful, that one would wonder it fhouk 
after all be fo very deficient, even in the mind. 
of thofe, who are no ftrangers to his word, anc 
who have themfelves tafted of his grace. ’Per 
mit me therefore at prefent to argue it,—fron 
the general character under which he gppears 
—from the reprefentations both of the*prophet 
’ and apoftles,—from his own declarations as re 
corded by the evangelifts,—andfrom the expe 
dine of thofe, who have committed Hiemdeiye 
to im. 


1. WF may argue this grace and tendernefs of Chri! 
“ from the general chara@ter under which he appear 
as the Redeemer_and Saviour of his people.” ' 

Is not this a character full of gentlenefs an 
goodnefs ? Is it not inftead of te thoufand ar 
is to prove, that if he pitied us in tha 

jow eftate, in which he at firft found us, hi 
mercy towards us will endure for ever (b) 
View our blefied Redeemer in the abafement o 
his abode among men: view him in the agonie 
in which he. finifhed the i ene, his for 


_rows and fufferings ; and then fay, wh bu 
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love brought. him from heaven, and kept him 
on earth ? What but love ftretched him on the 
crofs, and laid him in the grave? And can any 
éxpreffion of tendernefs be too great to be ex 
pected, after fuch amazing effects of it have al- 
ready been experienced? Surely, as he himfelf 

argues, “ greater love hath no man than this, ~ 
chat a man fhould lay down his life for his 
friends (c)”: But, as the apoftle juftly obferves, 
his love is commended towards us, it is fet off 
by this important circumftance, in that while 
we were yet finners, Chrift died for us (d): 
And how. chearfully may we depend upon it, 
that if when we were enemies we were recon- 
ciled by his death, we fhall now by his life ob-. 
tain compleat falvation (e) ; and his living care 
will accomplith, what his dying love has begun? 
All the bleffed confequences I have already 
mentioned, anda long train of others, follow 
from this happy principle. He has gracioufly 
aflumed the character and title of a Shepherd ; 
and furely that name implies all the particulars 
which we have now been reprefenting to you. 
His word, you know, fets a mark of infamy 
upon thofe thepherds, that “ have not {trength- 
ened the difeafed, nor healed the fick, nor bound 
up that which was broken, nor brought again 
that which was driven away, nor fought that 
which was loft ; but who’hath ruled with force 
and cruelty (f)”. Surely the good Shepherd 
will not be like thefe: Surely; if he will feed his 
flock like fuch a fhepherd, he cannot fail of ga- 
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thering the lambs with his arm, and carrying 
them in his bofom, and of being very tender of 
the lives of thofe, for whom his own life was 
given. eb Je ae 

2. We may argue the tendernefs and grace of the redeemer, 

“from thofe exprefs teftimonies which are borne to it in 
the prophetic writings.” , oie. 

Tus is mentioned as a remarkable part of 
his character, when confidered not only in his 
paftoral office, but alfo in his royal dignity. ‘To 
him do thofe words of Zechariah refer, rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion; fhout, O daughter 
of Jerufalem; for behold thy King cometh un- 
to thee : he is juft, having falvation, and lowly, 
and riding, not as other princes, perhaps, on @ 
managed horfe, or in a fplendid triumphal 
chariot ; but according to the fimplicity of more 
antient days, when princes appeared amongft 
their fubjeéts, as fathers amonglt their children; 
fo {hall he come, riding on an afs, gven upon a 
colt, the fole of anafs (g). ‘Thus too Haiah in- 
troduces God as. {peaking of him, in thofe 
remarkable words-(h), which are alfo applied to 
him by the evangelift (1), asthe former are (k), 
behold my fervant whom I uphold, mine elect 
in whom my foul is delighted ;———he fhall not 
" egy, nor lift up, nor caufe his voice to be heard 

in the ftreets : a bruifed reed fhall he not break, 
and fmoaking flax fhall he not quench, till he 
fall bring forth judgment unto truth or victory; 
that is, till he perfect his gracious n_ of ma- 
_king righteoufnefs and truth victorio cover a 
oppofition. ‘Therefore is he fpoken of, as a moft 

g Zech.ix. 9. | b fa, xiii. r--g. i Matt. xii. 18. 
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proper perfon to accomplifh the moft com- 
paflionate purpoles of the divine goodnels ; and 
‘$ reprefented ds rejoicing in the thought of his 
bearing fuch a commiflion, in thofe gracious 
words, (which were the foundation of his firit 
sublic difcourfe, and which he fo folemnly 
:pplied to himfeif in the fynagogue of Nazareth 
1) ;) the fpirit of the Lord God is upon me, be- 
saufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
‘idings to the meek, he hath fent me to bind up 
he brOken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
“aptives, and the opening of the prifon to them 
hat are bound; to appoint unto them that mourn 
n Zion, to give. unto them beauty for athes, 
he oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
oraife for the {pirit of heavinets (m). So exadtly 
loes our Lord anf{wer the lovely charaéter of a 
ighteous and peaceful fovereign, drawn by 
Javid (n) in thofe laft words of his, (which 
nany fuppofe ultimately to refer to the Mefliah,) 
¢ fhall be as the light of the morning, when 
he fun rifeth, even as a morning without clouds; 
ithe tender grafs {pringeth out of the earth, 
y clear fhining after rain, And again (0), he 
iall judge the poor of the people, and fave thee 
hildren of the needy: and his people fhalk be 
» tefrefhed by his tender care, that he fhall 
ome down like rain upon the new mown grafs, 
id like fhowers that water the earth ; he jhall 

iver the needy, when he crietlf; the poor alfo, 
ad him that hath no helper : he fhiall {pare the 
gor and needy’ and fhall fave the fouls of the 
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needy : he fhail redeem theiy fouls from deceit 
and violence, and precious fhall their blood be 
in his fight. Many parallel expreflions might 
be added to thefe ; but the following heads are 
too copious to allow of a farther enlargement 

upon this. eee i . 
3.1 mrcnut largely argue the tendernefs and grace of 
ne “from his condué& on earth in the days of his 

ein. L 

Tue time would fail me, fhould I attempt to 
enumerate half the particular circumftances of 
it, that tend to illaftrate this part of his 
character: I muft only feleét a few, which are 
the moft remarkable. And judge you, whether 

all that is foretold of him,in the text, and i 
the other prophetical paffages I have been refer- 
ring you to, was not amply and fweetly accom- 

plifhed in them. Bo: Medi % 
Ir is faid, he will gather the lambs in his 
bofom; that is, (as I have been telling you above) 
the young and the weak fhall be welcome to 
him: and did not our Lord fufficiently fhew that 
they were fo, when the little children were 
brought unto him? The difciples forbad them, as 
thinking it was beneath thé dignity of fo great 
a Prophet, as their mafter was,eto trouble him- 
felf about them. But obferve it, children, (for I 
believe it was in part recorded for your fakes,) 
Jefus was greatly difpleafed with his difciples, 
that they fhould think he had no Sa ane 3 for 
fuch little creatures as you; and he faid, fuffer 
little children'to come unto me, ang forbid them 
“not, for of fuch is the kingdom of God : and he 
took them up in his arms, and laid his hands 
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upon them, and bleffed them (p): do you not 
here fee the text moft beautifully illuitrated, 
and fulfilled ? Do you not here fee the great 
fhepherd, gathering the lambs in his arms, and 
laying them in his bofom /—And does he not 
snvite others alfo to that foft and pleafant repofe, 
in thofe compaffionate words, which furely none 
of you are fuch ftrangers in- Ifracl as not to 
know ? Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and [ will give you seit (q): 
“nd he that.cometh’ unto me, I will in no. wife 

ft out (r). Did he not alfo exprefs’ a very 
gracious regard to fuch, when he io péculiarly 
recommends the care of them to Peter, jut 
whén he was leaving the world, taking that pe- 
culiarly affecting opportunity of afluring him, 
not only that it was his will that they fhould be 
regarded, but alfo that an affectionate care of 

m was the moft acceptable in{ftance, which 
Peter, and (by a parity of reafon) his other mi- 
nifters, could give of their love to him? loveft 
thou me? if thou doft, feed my lambs, and feed 
ny fheep (s}.——Can we then imagine, that he 
nimfelf will fail in his care of any of them? 
{pecially when we confider the initances of his 
‘enderneis, to fome who were not of his fold, 
us well as to many who were ;—to one, in whom 
hough he faw only-fome feeble,traces and ima- 
ses of goodnefs, yet it is faid, that Jefus be~ 
iolding him, loved him (t);—-and to multirudes 
wer whom he wept; becaule they. obttinately 
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refufed to be gathered in, and knew not the 
things belonging to their peace {s): _ Again, 
THe text tells us, he fhall gently lead thofe 
that are with young: that ie, he tall accom~ 
modate his conduct to the weaknefs and infir- 
mities of his people: And did net our Lord ex- 
prefs this tendernels, ,when he taught his fol- 
lowers, as they were able to bear it (w); and 
was careful not to difcourage them at firit, by 
unneceflary feverities, left it fhould be like pat- 
ting new wine into old bottles (x), which might 
be eafily broke by the fermentation of it ?— And 
did not alfo this compaffionate fhepherd appear 
ready to bind up the broken, and to heal the 
fick, when he fo gracioufly exeufed the weak- 
nefs of his difciples, though they fell afleep at a 
time, when one would, have thought the agonies 
of their Lord fhould have turned them all into 
wakeful attention, and affectionate fympathy ? 
Yet inftead of fevere reproaches, we find this kmd 
apology in the mouth of their neglected injured 
matter, the f{pirit indeed is willing, but the ficth 
is weak (y).———To add no more on this head, 
it is well worth our obfervation, that when Peter 
had fo fhamefully denied te and all the reft 
of the Apoftles had forfa en him, even when 
he might moft reafonably have expected their 
kindeit affiftance, he does not after his refurrec- 
tion exprefs any keen and paflionate refentments, 
but on the contrary, all is mildnefg and fweet- 
nefs. At his firft appearance te Mary 1 
_dalen, he fays to her, go to my brethren, and 
u Luke xix. 41, 42. wW Mark iv.'33.- & Matt. ‘ix 17 
y Matt. xxvi. 41. fis, ~~) er , 
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ay unto them, I afcend unto my Father and 
your Father, and tomy God and your God (z). 
And a few moments after, when appearing to 
he other women in their return from the 
epulchre, go tell my brethren, fays he, that 
ey go into Galilee, and there fhall they. fee 
ue (a). He does not fay, “go and tell thofe 
‘owardly perfidious creatures, that God has not 
‘bandoned me, though they fo meanly did it.” 
de does not fay, ** go teli that perjured ‘traitor, 
yho even in my very fight and hearing difown- 
4 me and abjured me:” but, “go tell my 
srethren.” And left Peter fhould think himfelf 
xcluded from the meflage, as. peculiarly un- 
worthy fo kind a name, the angel, no doubt by 
yur Lord’s particular direétion, names that poor 
enitent expreisly, and fays, go tell his difciples 
nd Peter, that he is rifen (b): as if it had been 
aid, * let that humble mourner know, that his 
lear mafter is rifen, and in the midft of his 
tiumphs gracioufly remembers him, and fends 
im thefe glad tidings thus early, as a tokem 
hat all is forgiven.” Gracious fhepherd.! who, 
would not love thee? Who would not imme- 
‘ately ceate his wanderings, to feek a retreat 
1 thy compaifionate bofom ? 

4- Txrcompatiion of our Redeemeris ftillfarther illuftrated 
by thofe reprefearations of it, which dre made by. the 
Apolties, in what they have written fince his afcenfion 

“into glory.” : 
You well know, that they were under the 
lireétion of the fpirit of Jefus, and had the 
aind of Chrift t¢ in fo perfect a manner, that 

“@ Jobaxs.:7. a Matt. xxviii. to. © b Mark xvi. 7. 
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what they fay is in effec? fpoken by Chrift him- 
felf. Now there are many pailages in their 
writings, which loudly fpeak, and tenderly 
illuftrate, the compaflion of his heart, 

Tue Apoftles fometimes exprefsly affert it 5 
and fometimes they write, as taking if for grant- 
ed, as a thing known, allowed, and indeed felt 
by every chriltian.It is frequently aflerted by 
the author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, in very: 
expreflive language. _ We are aflured, that we 
have not an High-Prieft, who cannot be. touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but who was 
himfelf in all points tempted like:as we are (d). 
And more than that, we are aflured, that he 
fubmitted to the abafements of an incarnate 
ftate, on purpofe that his fufferings might teach 
him a due fympathy : It behoved him in all 
things to be made like unto his brethren, that 
he might be a merciful and a faithful High- 
Prieft, in things pertaining unto God ;—for in 
that he himfelf hath fuffered, being tempted, he 
is able to fuccour them that are tempted (e) : as 
the Jewith High-Priefts being themfelves com- 
pafled with infirmities, could have compaflion 
on the ignorant, and fuch as were out of the 
wey (f.—In other places, the compaflion of 
Chrift is referred to, as univerfally known, and 
fo great as to ferve for a proverbial expreflion of 

‘the greateft kindnefs. . siybee Soul conjugal 
affection is recommended from the confideration 
of both being one flefh, the Apoftle adds, no 

_man ever yet hated his own fleth, but aparitheth 
and cherifheth it, even as the Lor the Church 

d Heb. iv. 15. e Heb. ii17, 18 f Heb. v. 2 
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(g): plainly intimating, that a man cannot have 
a more tender care of the members of his own 
body, than Chrift has of his church and people. 
And eltewhere the Apoftie conjures Chriftians, 
By the bowels of Christ (h), by the meeknefs and 
gentleneis of Ciarist (i); and pleads, if there be 
amy confolation in Christ (k). We can hardly 
conceive any atlertions fo expreflive, as fuch 
oblique infiauations and appeals as thefe. - 

Yer I cannot omit that engaging illustration 
of this compatlionate care of the great fhepherd, 
whichis to be ‘found in thofe Epistles which -he 
fent to the churches in Afia, by the hand of 
John, after he was received to the glories of his 


exalted state. By thefe it appears, how distinae. 


ly he attended to the concerns of each of thofe 
churches, and therefore, no doubt, of each par- 
ticular foul which constituted them ; how dili- 
gently he obferved, who were flourifhing, and 
who were declining ; that he might addrefs them 
with encouragements, or admonitions, f{uited to 
their refpective circumstances. It plainly ap- 
pears, that notwithstanding all their peculiar 
advantages and obligations, there were many 
feeble and distempered fouis among them, and 


fome that were called out to very laborious * 


fervices, and hazardous trials. Let mie intreat 
you to obferve, how the blefled Jefus lifts up 
the hands which were hanging down, and 
strengthens the feeble knees (1). He faw, that 
the cnurch of Ephefus had left its first love (m); 
—that the church of Sardis had a name to live, 
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but was dead (n); yet that' there was a little 
handful amongft them, who had not defiled 
their garments (o);—that the church of Phila- 
delphia had but a little ftrength-(p);—and that 
of Laodicea was neither cold nor hot (q): yet a 
gracious redeemer does not immediately difown 
them ; but on the one hand, kindly admonithes 
them. of the danger there was, left growing 
apo{tacy and degeneracy fhould provoke him to 
remove their candleftick out of its place,—to 
cait them out as loathfome,—or to wound them 
with the {word of his mouth, that is, his word 
(r);—and on the other hand, he encourages 
them to greater fidelity and zeal, by a promife 
‘of eating of the fruit of the tree of life (s};—-off 
being cloathed if white raiment,—of being con- 
fefled before the Father and his holy Angels (t), 
—and of fitting down withhim, onhig victorious 
throne (wu) —And as for his faithful Smyrneans, 
he not only highly applauds their former con- 
du, but animates them againft the terrors of 
inzprifonment and other tribulations, by affuring 
them, hc would give them a crown of life (Ww . 
—And he fails not to tell the Philadelphians, 
that finee, weak as they were, they had kept his 
word, he alfo would keep them from the ap- 
preaching hour of temptation, until at length’ 
he made them pillars in the houfe of God above, 
and gave them a new name in his holy city (x). 
You will pleafe to take a more particular view 
of thefe epiftles at your leifure; and you will 
n Rev. iii. 1, 0 Chap. iii. 4. p Chap. iti, 8 ~q Ghap. 
fii, 15. © Rev. ti. 5,16. iii. 16. s Chap. ii, 7. t Chap. 
iii 5. u Chap. iil, 2x. w Ghap, ii. 10. Chap. in 
10, 12. - y ‘ 
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fee, in how amiable a manner the good fhepherd 

appears.in them, laying the lambs'm his bofom, - 

and -gently leading thoie that are with young. 

i, 5. IE micur farther argue this grace and tenderneis of our 
Lord. Jefus, * from the experience of thofe, who have, 
. a thus gathered, and cherifhed, and conducted by 
sim.”? 

Turis being fact, ought certainly to have its 
weight ; and how little ioever it may be regard- 
ed by thote who are ftrangers to it, yet to the 
happy foul who has found and felt this care, 
and with the moft delightful relifh tafted that 
the Lord is gracious (y), it will be inftead of ten 
thoufand arguments. How many, when ready 
to fink under their forrows and their fears, have 
looked unto him, and been lightened (z), have 
found their fears difperfed, and their hopes 
eftablifhed, their ftrength renewed, and their 
joys inkindled ? The etiect is real, evident, and 
irequent : and if we enquire into the immediate 
cauic, we fhall frequently find it to be the pro- 
mifes of his.word, uttered by Chritt himfelt, or 
recorded by fuch as had their inftructions and 
authority from him. But if it be farther de- 
manded, whence it is, that the fame promiles do 
at fome times imprefs the mirid fo much more 
more powerfully than at others, ‘though as 
diftinétly remembered, and as fimly believed ? 
I will yenture to fay, how enthufiattical foever 

ome may imagine it, that the moft natural 
reafon feems to me to be this: the bleffed {pirit 
of God, whofe office it is to thew to believers 
the things of Chriit (a), does fometimes difplay 
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the promifes before their eyes with uncommon 
fweetnefs and energy, at the fame time fealing 
to the foul its own intereft in them; and-from — 
hence arifes fo fublime and fo holy a joy and 
{trength, that the chriftian obferving its nature 
and tendency, cannot doubt its original, And 
I evidently fee, and new inftances of it are'daily 
arifing, that fuch fecret communications from 
above.are the moft effectual fupport of many 
good men, under the greateft inward difcourage-_ 
ments, and the moft painful confliéts with their 
{piritual enemies. Now thefe fupports being 
derived from the bleffed Spirit, are to be confi- 
dered as proceeding from Chrift ; fince it is moft 
evident from the whole tenor of Seripture, that ' 
Chrift is the great head, from-whom believers 
derive the influences of,this Spirit, which are 
therefore called the fupply of the Spirit of Jefus 
Chrift (b). So that every new inftance of fuch 
refrefhments and confolations as thefe, is an ad-" 
ditional experimental proof of the tendernefs — 
and grace of a Redeemer. 

Nor is there any juft obje€tion againit it, 
arifing from the many inftances, in which he has 
permitted excellent perfons to go om, for a con- 
fiderable time, in the bitternefs of their fouls, 
without any fenfible manifeftations of his care 
and favour. We are to judge nothing before - 
the time (c); and furely the fidelity and kind- 
nefs of the bleffed Jefus is fufigiently approved, 
if, though in the moft fecret and imperceptible 
manner, he-fupports his people in the midft of 
their greateft difficulties, fo as to prevent their — 

b Phil. i. 9. ¢ he in fede, , 
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veing feparated from him, till he fafely conducts 
‘hem to the heavenly world, and there thews 
‘hem the reafon ofall their forrows, and comforts 
shem infinitely more than in proportion to them 
ali, And that he does fo, appears evident to 
aie, not only from the promifes and deetarations 
hf his word, which have been referred to under 
Ps former head, but alfo from the obfervation 
bf tacts, as far as it is poflible for a train of 
+denag obfervations, to confirm fuch a general 
ifertion. . 
‘I must here take the liberty to fay, (becaufe 
- think it my duty on this occafion publicly 
o teftify it) that though for my age I have had 
1 confiderable opportunity of making my _ re- 
narks on various cafes of perfons under {piri- 
ual diftrefs, yet excepting a very few inftances 
sf evident diftraction, which none can reafon- 
bly imagine to have affected their eternal ftate, 
cannot recollect any fingle inftance, in which 
hé humble foul has feemed to be finally deferted 
yy-the great fhepherd Many, who have been 
inider {trong convictions and agoniee of mind, 
ave, indeed, forgot their refolutions, taken up 
ften in an apparent dependance on themfelyes, 
nd have returned with the dog to his vomit,. 
nd with the fow that was wathed ‘to her 
vallowing in the mire (d). Many who have 
ked loudly of their extraordinary communica- 
ons from above, aid defpifed others who have 
een lefs confident, have quickly appeared felf- 
eceiving hypocrites, and have been left by foul 
ufcarriages to bring a {candal on themielves, 


d x Pet. ii, 42, 
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and on religion too. But I cannot remember, 
that I ever met with a fingle perfon, who ap- 
peared, as one.of the lambs of Chrift’s flock, 
humble under q fenfe of fin, and cordially dif- 
poled to put himfelf under the care of Chriit as | 
the great fhepherd, who after feeking and wait- 
ing on him, has. been either driven away by 
terror, Or finally feduced into foul-ruining errors 
or crimes, even by. the moft artful deceivers. 
Many of them have perhaps for a confiderable 
time gone on weeping and trembling ; but they 
have kept their hold even. to the lait, and died 
with much more comfort than they lived. 
Others have, for a long coarfe of after-life, found 
’ their cqnfolations as great, as ever their forrows 
had been: and after all their fears, many are 
to this day. going on in.a fteady calm, as know- 
ing whom they have believed (e); while others, 
who I doubt not are equally fafe, are faying, if 
we perifh, we will perith at his feet : but fo for 
as I can recollect, | have never mytelf feen any 
of fuch a character, who have fallen into a final 
apoltacy, or died-in fuch circumitances, as 'to, 
leave room to fear that their fouls were lott 5 
and I have heard of few cafes, which bear fuch 
an appearance. ——Let all thefe remarks andl 
arguments be attentively confidered, and then 
fay, whether the grace and tendernefs of a Re- 
deemer be not as. clearly proved, and ‘as firm] 
eftablifhed, as even the lambs.of his flock Liat 
reafonably defire. Andnow,; = — 
_ IV. Ler me conclude the difcourfe, with 
hinting at the purpofes to which it may be im: 
proved. — ee | 
e 2. Tim, L.13¢- eee ; 
ee : 
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Amp furely the furvey we have been taking 
of the tendernefs of Chrift as a fhepherd, may 
epi od us to fome fuch reflections as 

ele, 


©. “How amiable does our bleffed redeemer appear’ 
tvhen we contemplate him under fuch a character |” 
5Sucu fentiments of humanity are wrought in- 
to our very natures, that we cannot but love 
any perfon, efpecially one of diitinétion, who 
condefcends to the weak and the helplefs, and 
renderly accommodates himfelf totheir necefhities 
and dilirefles. You honour, and you love, a 
man of genius and learning and eminence in 
life, who will lay afide other more {plendid 
smployments, that he might inftruét children, 
ow by kind and affectionate converie, even with 
he pooreit creature that applies to him, may 
safe the burdens of the forrowful fpirit. If a 
ninifter of fuch a character has been remarka- 
le for his readinefg to fuch fervices, and for his 
liligent and iuccefstul application to‘ them, 
hough it be plainly the peculiar duty of his 
lice to abound in them, he is juftly refpected 
while he lives, and his name and memory are 
jear and precious to furvivors : yet this is only 
hecondeicention of one wormto another. How 
nuch more reafon have we, to reverence and 
ove the compaflionate Jefus, the prince of 
flory, who has fo long borne, and fo tenderly 
ind faithfuily executed this kind office, and 
years and executes it to this day! How many 
lifeafed fouls has he healed, how many weak” 
yands hath he ftzengthened, how mafy weeping 
eyes has he dried, how many trembling hearts 
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has he fupported and. revived ! Let our love and 
our praifes afcend to this great epupnen bene- 
faétor, for the fhare which others have had in 
his goodnefs. Cae : 

Bur mutt the reflection ftop here ? Are not 
we ourfelves in the number of thofe obliged 
creatures? And fhall we not feel, and own the 
obligation ?—We fhould furely be a burden to 
ourtelves if we had no fenfe of the kindnefs of 
thofe, who fupported us in our feeble infancy ; 
who then bore us in their arms, and cherifhed 
us in their bofoms ; who watched over our flip- 
pery fteps, and added the more important care 
of forming our opening minds to knowledge.and 
’ virtue. And when we have felt the burden of 
more advanced days prefling hard upon us, and 
heavinefs in our hearts has made them ftoop (f)5 
if fome cordial fympathizing: triend has glad- 
dened them with good and comfortable words 
(z)3 how kindly have we tekenit, and how 
thankfully have we acknowledged it? Byt, oh 
blefitd Jefus, what were the guides of our in- 
‘fancy, or what thé-companions and comforters 
of our more advanced: years, im comperifon of 
what thou haft been to us! ** Whatiocver 1 now 
am,” may the foul fay, ‘if Tam thine, 1 was 
once “a helplefs lamb in thy flock; and how 
much am. 1 indebted to that paftoral care of 
thine, of which I have now been hearing ? Hadit 
. thou not purfued me in my wanderings; I had 

been utterly loft: hadit thou not guagded mein 
thine arms, I had long fince been devoured : 
had{t thou not cherifhed me in thy bofom, my 

f Prov. wii.2s.) 4 & ig Zech bigs. 
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‘ery heart had been broken. And to this very 
iay, what were I without thy care ard favour! 
Vhus let us look back to former days, and the 
rears of more ancienttimes; and as God reminds 
ais people, how he took them by their arms, and 
‘aught them to go (h), as he mentions with an 
hgreeable reflection the kindnefs of their youth, 
ud the love of their efpoufals (i), let us this 
ay gratefully commemorate his kindnefs to us 
: ‘our youth, and when our fouls were firft 
f{poufed to him. 
2. * How ready fhould we be, to intimate this amiable 
chara¢ter of our redeemer, and after his example, to fhew 
a tender regard to the feeble of the flock !”” 
| WE who are minifters fhould efpecially do it, 
if we would approve our fidelity to the great 
ihepherd, and finally ftand accepted in his fight. 
Obferve, I intreat you, my younger brethren, 
(for my retation to fore of you, not only allows, 
but requires me, to fpeak with peculiar freedom 
to you, obferve in how awful a manner the great 
God declares his difpleafure againit thofe thep- 
herds whe have negitected the care which Inow 
vecommend. (k) Behold, I am againft the 
thepherds, faith the Lord (thatis, as appears from 
the preceeding verfes, thofe fhepherds, who had 
not ftrengthened the difeafed, nor healed the 
fick, nor bound up the broken, nor broughtagain 
what was “driven away (I); fam againft thefe 
thepherds faith the Lord 3) and I will require my: 
flock at their hand, and caufe them to ceafe from 
feeding the flock. Did God fo feverely cenfure 
the Jewith fhepherds for their neglect ; and will 
“h'Hof. xi. 3. i Jer ii. 2. & Eack.xxxiv.1o. 1 ver. 4- 
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he not difown and condemn us, if under all the 
greater engagements of fuch a difpenfation as 
the gofpel, and fuch an example as we have now 
been furyeying, our flocks be neglected, or rather 
his flock committed to our care? If you fear God, 
or love the Lord Jefus Chrift, feed his fheep, 
feed his lambs (m’. Inftruét children, tho’ 
it be a difficult work, and may feem to ignorant 
and thoughtlefs people a mean work ; yet do it 
and you will probably find the comfort of it, 
even if they fhould die young, as tliey perhaps 
may; and much,more, if you fee thefe tender 
plants growing up'as cedars in Lebanon, and. 
becoming pillars in the houfe of our God (n). 
'~Tenderly comfort mourning fouls. Let themy 
have free accefs to you at proper times; hear 
their {tory patiently, though it be a very melan- 
choly.one ; and though you have heard it over 
and over again, from others in the fame circum- 
ftances, if not from themfelves. Watch. their 
tempers, obferve the turn of their minds, and 
of their difgourfes ; and endeavour to lay hold 
of fome word of their own, that you may, if 
pofible, graft comfort upon iti Mourn with 
them, while they mourn ; and. when your heart, 
is impreffed witlr their forrowful cafe, go with, 
them to the throne of grace, and fpread it large-~ 
ly and particularly betore the Lord, which you 
cannot fo conveniently do in any other ¢ircum- 
{tance.—I know, there are a thoufand gaieties 
of life, and amufements of literature, wich 
make young perfons, efpecially, averfe to fuch 
work as this. But remember, you are minifters 
" m John xxi. 15,10. © m Pial. xii, 12 ‘Rev. iii. 13. 

‘ :y 


ae —_ 


BR. wit. Proofs of Currs7’s Tendernefs. 163 


f Chrift; and furely the difciple is net above 
ig Mafter, nor the fervant above his Lord (0°. 
ou would think very ill of the fhepherd, that 
yas fo charmed with the mufic of his pipe, as 
5 forget the lambs, when they fhould be fed 
ad tended. And I will venture to fay, that as 
ve cafe Lrecommend is very neceflary in order 
> the fuccefs of your miniltry, fo it may be a 
eans of improving both your gifts and graces, 
ad of forming you toa fpiritual and experi- 
ental {train of preaching ; which is a much 
nove valuable part of a minifter’s furniture, than 
laflical or mathematical learning, .or the criti- 
al ftudy of the fcripture itfelf ; Saaeh all thefe 
re defirable in their places, becaufe all may be 
fefultowards making theman of God perfect {p}. 

I woutp alfo from hence take occafion, to 
ddrefs an exhortation to you, who are heads of 
amilies. ‘To your more immediate and con- . 
tant care the lambs ofthe flock are committed, 
‘eed them diligently and affeétionately. With- 
‘gt your concurrence, we cannot promife our- 
clves much from our more public attempts, 
\ttend therefore to the religious. concerns of 
our children and fervants; and do it witha 
rentlenefs fuited to their age and curcumitances. 
‘tighten them aot with a rigorous and-aullere 
everity; but, as St. Paul expreifes it with re- 
rard to himfelf, be gentle among them, even as 
. murfe cheritheth her children :q’. In fhort, 
et us all bear one another’s Lurdens, and fo 
alfil the law of Chrift (r); and let us candidly 


‘ Date. x. 24... pa Tim. iii r7. -  q  Thell. ii. 7 
‘Gall vi..2. 
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receive one another,.as we hope that Chrift wi 


all our infirmities hath received us(s). = 
3. “Waar abundant encouragement, ishere for the feebleft 
foul, to. commit itfelf to Chrift !” | 
Ler me now, on that encourage:nent, parti- 
cularly addrefs the exhortation to thofe, whofe 
circum(tances render it peculiarly their concern. 
Ler me addrefsitto you, my younger friends, 
éven to the children shat hear me this day. - We 
{peak of the gentlenefs and goodneis of Chritt, 
on purpofe to invite you to him, Go to him 
by faith and prayer, and fay, “bleffed Jefus, E 
come to thee a poor weak tender creature ; but 
it was in regard to fuch weaknefs, that ‘thou 
haft been pleafed to {peak fo gracioufly. | I bé- 
live what I have heard, and een to venture 
my foul upon it. I flee to thee, as the helplefs 
lamb to its fhepherd, when hungry, that he 
may feed it, when purfued by wild beafts, that 
he may defend it. Lord, open thine’ arms, ah 
thy bofom to me ; though: I am fo inconfiderable 


-a. creature. Out of the mouth’ of babes and 


fucklipgs thou ordaineft praife (t). ill my 
heart with thy love, and my mouth with thy 
praife, and lead me on, till I may come to praife 
thee amongtt the Angels i in heayen, and to ferve 
thee as they: do.” 

Ler me addrefs the existe ‘allo’ to the 
tempted and forrowful foul. anh ‘afflicted, 
thou who art tofled with the: tem oth ‘and not 
comforted (u\ ! Look unto ee ay 


con- 
flicts and dangers drive t ee to him, "dour 


‘Satan would. thereby attempt, to. 
‘him. Accuftom not thyfelf, to. think of Chri 


s Rom. xv. 7. t Pal. viiia a Matt. xxi. 16. a Th. liv. rf 
ae ee ee 4 
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dreadful andfevere. Terrify not thyfelf with 
he thought of the iron rod of his vengeance, 
vhilft thou feeleft thyfelf difpofed to fubmit to 
he golden feeptre of his grace, to the paftoral 
oA by which he guides his fheep. And’ when 
hou findeft thy doubts arifing, flee to the repre- 
entations and aflurances of his word, fo largely 
nfifted on above ; and pray, that the influences 
£ his fpirit may ftrengthen thy faith in them. — 
Nor let me negleét fo proper an occafion, of 
ddrefling myfelf to aged chriftians. - You, my 
yiends, though not the lambs of the flock, are, 
yn fome account, the feeble of it. ‘ Tho’ hope, 
nd believe, that many of you are ftrong in 
‘race; yet the outer manis decaying, and fenfible 
-omfort often decays with it, Yet be not dif- 
‘ouraged, but remember your fhepherd. You 
,ave not only heard of his grace, but you have 
ong experienced it. Be chearful in it, and 
emember, that as all your experiences will not 
ecure you otherwife than as in the bofom of 
Thrift, fo all your infirmities and trials cannot 
ndangeér you while you are there. He has led 
‘ou on gently and fately through the wildernefs 
few fteps more will finifh the journey, and 
ring you to the paftures of Canaan. 

Cnce more, let me addrefs the exhortation 
9 thofe’ who have gone aftray from this bleffed 
hepherd, and invite them to return to him. 
May Inot appeal to your own confciences to 
vitnefs, that it was never better with you, than. 
vhen you kept neareft to him; and that while 
t a diftance from him, you are expofed to 
vant ahd danger, and bitter regret ? Has not 
our heart meitetl within you, while I have 


o 


166 Proofs of Curis7's Tendernefs. SER. V1" 
been [peaking ? and have you not heen ready to 
fay, ‘oh that I were once more lodged in thofe; 
gtacious arms, in that compaflionate bofom.” 
Ad what hinders it ? Does he not affure yous 
that he will yet be willing to receive you ? Nay, 
that he will yet rejoice over you, on senae/acy 
counts even more, than over thofe who never 
‘ wandered (w). Return then, in the itrength 
of divine grace, td theduties you have neglected, 
to the ordinances you have forfaken; and may. 
your fouls find retrefhments in them, that with 
firmer purpofe of heart you may for the future 
cleave unto the Lord (x)? And new, -+ 4 
Laftly, “ Waar a delightful idea does it give us of the 
mutual endearments, which. thall pats between Chrift 
and his people, whep they are brought to the world of 


abundant entrance into the everlafting : 
of their Lord and Saviour (z)! Therefore it is 
beautifully reprefented in the book of the 
“tion, as the bufinefs and joy of Chrif 
the throne of his glory, to lead’on hi 
w Luke xv. 6, 7. xAQ Mie 22. y Ita. Wi. ab ge 
. hee, 1 
‘ 4 en et 
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he various fcenes of divine pleafure and enjoy- 
nent, which are provided for them there: the 
amb which is in the midft of the throne, thall 
céd them, and fhall lead them unto living foun- 
ains of waters(a). 2.0; 

» And, oh gracious Redeemer, what will the 
>y of thy flock then be, when thus fed: and con- 
n&ted by thee! If it be fo delightful, at this 
rumble diftance, to believe ourfelves the dbjects 
'thy care and favour, and to tafte of thefe 
ttle ftreams which thou art caufing to flow in 
von us here in the wildernefs, what will that 
ver of life be! If it be now the joy of our 
éarts, a while to forget our cares and our fears, 
‘hen we are perhaps at thy table, and to lean 
ur weary heads for a few moments on thy dear 
reait ; what will it be, for ever to dwell in thine 
mbrace, and to fay once for all, return unto thy 
ft, oh my foul, for the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
illy with thee (b)! bountifully indeed! when 
i¢y, who were brought out with weeping, and 

d on with fupplication (c), fhall, as the re- 
-emed of the Lord, come to Zion with fongs, 
id everlafting joy upon their heads, and forrow 
id fighing fhall flee away (d). 

In the mean time, we rejoice in hope of this 
effed feene, and would raife fuch feeble praifes, 
earth will admit, tothis great thepherd, whofe 
m is fo itrong to guard us ; whole bofom is fo 


ft to ch us; and whofe heart is fo com- 
fionate, ithftanding all our unworthinefs, 
to exert arm for our protection, and ta 


en that bofom for our repofe. Amen. 
a Rey. vii. i} b Pial. cxvi. 7. c Jer. xxx. 9, d Ifa. 
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I; is undoubtedly a glory to our age ane 
country, that the natwre of moral virtue ha 
been fo clearly ftated, and the, practice of it f 
ftrongly inforced, by the views of its nativ 
beauty, aud beneficial .confequences, both t 
private perfons, and focieties. Perhaps in thi 
refpect, hardly any nation or, time has equalled 
certainly few, if any, have exceeded. our ow 
Yet I fear I might add,, the ohate, been, fet 


ages or countriss, whére vice has more ge 
rally triumphed, in its moft auda io $y and 
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Tus may well appear a furprizing 
it will furely be worth our while toe 
the caufes of fo flrange py 3 
not now enter into a parti let 

_ But Lam perfuaded, none is mi 
than that unhappy diiregard, 

“pel in general, or to its molt” 
fential truths, which. is 
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nd which appears to be continually growing. 
t is plain, that like fome of old, who thought 
ad profefied themfelves the wifeft of mankind, 
vjin other words, the freeft thinkers of their 
x@, multitudes among us haye not liked to ree 
xin God and his truths in their knowledge ; 
tnd it is therefore the lefs to be wondered at, 
God has given them up to a reprobate mind 
») 5 to the moft infamous lufts, and enormities 5 
nd to a depth.of degeneracy, which, while it 
, in part the natural ¢onfequence, is in part al~ 
Lae jut, but dreadful punifhment of their a-~ 
oftacy from the faith, And I am perfuaded, | 
vat thofe who do indeed with well to the caufe 
£ public virtue, as every true chriftian mofk 
ettainly does, cannot ferve it more effectually, 
ian by endeavouring to eftablifh men in the 
slief of the. gofpel in general, and to affect 
ieir hearts with its moft diftinguifhing truths, 
Tue latter of thefe is our frequent employ- 
1ent, and is what I have particularly been at- 
‘mpting in the preceding difcourfes on the 
ower and grace of the Redeemers; The form- 
r I fhall now, by the divine affiftance, apply 
iyfelé to, in thoie that follow. And I have 
nofen the words now'before us, as a proper 
itroduétion to fuch a defign. 
Tuer do indeed peculiarly refer to the com- 
our Lord, which the apoftle reptefents as 
Pal 5 
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that glory, of which he was an eye~ 

nount of transfiguration, and by 
ce from heaven which he heard there; ~ 

he truth of thefe facts is evidently cones 
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ed with that of the gofpel in general. I am 
perfuaded therefore, you will think they are 
properly prefixed to a difcourfe on the general 
evidences of chriftianity. And I hope, by the 
divine affiftance, to propofe them at this time in 
fuch a manner, as fhall convince you, that the 
apoftles had reafon to fay, and that we alfo have 
reafon to repeat it, “ We have not followe 
cunningly devifed Fables” (b). ; 
T Have often touched on this fubjeét occa- 
- fionally, but I think it my duty at prefent to in- 
fift fomething more largely upon it. You eafily 
apprehend, that it is a matter of the higheft im- 
portance, being indeed no other than the great 
foundation of all our eternal hopes. While {6 
many are daily attempting to deftroy this foun- 
dation, it is poffible, that thofe of you, efpeci- 
ally, who are but entering on the world, may 
be called out to give a reafon of the hope that 
is in-you(c). I would therefore, with the apo- 
ftle, be concerned, that you may be ready to do 
it. It may fortify you againft the-artifices, by 
which the unwary~are often deceived and en- 
Inared; and may poflibly enable you to put to 
filence their foolifhnefs (d). At Jeaft it,will be 
for the fatisfaétien of your own minds, to ha 
confidered the matter ferioufly, and to be con- 
{cious to 'yourfelves, that you are not chriftians 
merely by education, or example, as (had you 
been born elfewhere) you might have been ac 
gans or Mahometans ; but that‘yoware fo upo: 
rational evidence, and becaufe (as the’ facre 
hiftorian expreffes it,) you know the certainty 
b 2 Pet. i. 16,17, 18.' ct Pet. iil. 15 ne ee | 
} —_ wh ae . 
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€ thofe things in which you have been in- 
iructed (e), : 
- Lo open and vindicate the proof of chriftian- 
ty in all its extent, would be the employment 
i; many difcourfes; nor would it, on the whole, 
fe proper to attempt it here. All that I. now 
‘tend here is, to give you a fummary view of 
“ moit confiderable arguments, in that which 
ems to me their moft proper and natural con- 
le€tion ; that fo you may be able to judge of 
wiem better, than you could pofhbly do by a 
ew f{cattered remarks, or by the moft copious 
‘mlargement on any fingle branch of them a- ~ 
one. I fhall endeavour ‘to difpofe thefe hints, 
0, as that they may be fome guide to thofe, 
whofe leifure and abilities may lead them to a 
nore ample and curious enquiry; that they 
nay mot be intapgled in fo complex an.argu~- 
nent, but may proceed in an orderly. manner. 
And if any of you, my friends, defire a more 
particular. information on any of thofe heads, 
which I now but briefly fuggeft, you may de- 
vend upon it, that faithful minifters of every 
nomination will think it an important part of . 
heir duty, to give you all the private afliftance 
hey can. It is my hearty prayer, that God 
vould enable me to plead his caufe with fuc~ 
-efs ; that he would open your underftandings 
a receive thefe things, and ftrengthen your 
aemories to retain them; that you may not be 
ike children, tofled to and fro, and carried a~ 
,out with eyery wind of doctrine, by the fleight 
men, and the cunning craftinels, whereby 
ot e Luke i. 4. 
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they lie in wait to deceive (f) ; but may be ftrong 
in faith, giving glory to God ( )5 that, your 
faith being more and more eftablithed, it may 
appear, that the tree is watered at the roots ; 
and all your other graces may grow and flou- 
rifh, in an equal preportien. 

Burt before I proceed, I muft defiré you to 
obferve, that there is’ no proof in the world fo 
Satisfactory to the true chriftian, as to have felt 
the transforming power of the gofpel on his 
own foul. As that illiterate man whofe eyes 
were iniraculoufly opened by Chrift, when he 
‘was queitioned by the Jewith Sanhedrim, ‘who 
endeavoured with all their fophiftry to prove 
Chriit an impoftor, anfwered with great fteadi 
nefs and conitancy, and with a great deal of 
reafon tuo, this * one thing I know, that whete- 
as I was blind, now i fee” (h); So the moft un- 
learned of the “difciples of Jefus, having “found 
his foul enlightened and fan@tified, and felt his 
heart fo effectually wrought upon, as to bring 
him home to his duty, his God, and his happi- 
nefs, by the conftraining power of the goipel, 
- ‘will defpife a thoufand Fobtle ‘objections which 
may be urged againft it: And though the crofs. 
of Chrift be to the Jews a ftumbli -block, and 
to the Greeks foolithnefs, yet with this expe! 
rience of its faving energy, he will honour it: 
in the midft of all their contempt and ridicule, 

as “the power of God, and the wifdom of 
God” (i:) In this fenfe, though the m#raculous 
communication of the fpirit be ¢ “he that 


f Eph. iv. 24. g Rom. iv. 20, -h John wae’? whens ‘ 
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elieves, hath {till the witnefs in himfelf” (k) ; 
ud while the “ Spirit beareth witnefs with his 
pirit, that Ke is a child of God” (1), he cannot 
oubt; but that the word by which he was, as 
- were, begotten unto him, is indeed a diving 
nd incorruptible feed (m). And perhaps, there 
re certain feafons of prefling temptation, in 
yhich the moft learned, as well as the moft il- 
terate chriftian, will find this the fureft an- 
hor of his hope. 

NEVERTHELESS, it muft be acknowledged, 
hat this glorious kind of evidence, is like, the 
vhite ftone, mentioned in the Revelation, in 
‘hich there was ‘a new name written, which 
o man knew, but he who received it” (n) 
xod has therefore made other provifion for the 
onour and fupport of his gofpel, by furnifhing 
- with a variety of proof, which may with un- 
iminifhed, and indeed with growing conyic- 
ion, be communicated from one to another. 
ind we fhould be greatly wanting in gratitude 
» him, in zeal for a Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
1 charitable concern for the converfion of thofe 
tho reject the gotpel, as well as for the edifi- 
ation of thofe who embrace it, fhould we 
tholly overlook thefe arguments, or neglect to 
cequaint ourfelves with them. ‘his is the evi- 
ence, which I am now to propofe; and I de- 
re you would hear it with a becoming atten- 
on. I fpeak to you, as to rational creatures : 
udge ye of the reafonablenefs of what Lfhall fay. 

In profecution of this great defign, I fhall 


k 1Jobn v. 10, ,1 Rom. viii. r6, m James i. 18, 1 Pef? 
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endeavour more particularly to fhew you,_— 
that if we take the matter on a general furvey, 
it will appear highly probable, that fuch a 
Acheme of doctrines and precepts, as we find 
chriftianity to be, fhould indeed have been a 
divine revelation ; and then, that if we exa- 
mine into the external evidence of it, we fhall 
find it certain in faét, that it was fo, and that 
it had its original ftorn above. 

First, Let me fhew, “ taking the matter merely in 
theory, it will appear highly probable, that fuch a 
fyftem as the gofpel fhould be indeed a divine reve- 
lation.” 

To evidence this, I would more particularly 

. prove, that the ftate of mankind was fuch, 
as greatly to need a revelation;—that there 
feems from the light of nature, encouragement 
zo hope that God fhould grant one ;—that it is 
reafonable to \believe, if any were made,, it 
dhould be fo introduced and tranfmitted, as we 
are told chriftianity was; and that its =e 
nature and fubftance fhould be fuch, as we fin 

that of the gofpel is. If thefe particulars are 
made out, here will be a ftrong prefumptiv 

evidence, that the gofpel is from God ; and we 
fhall have opened a fair way toward that mor. 

diyeét proof, which I principally intend. } 


x.“ Tue cafe of mankind is Sar fuch, as greatly 
need a divine revelation.” 1 
I speak not here of man in. his original ~ 
though even then, as many have fhe 
fome inftruction from above feemed neceflary 
to inform him of man particulars, | whi i 
was highly expedient that bs oe fhould di 
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itely know : But I fpeak of him in the degene- 
ate condition in which: he now fo. evidently 
:es, by whatever means he was brought into 
ti Itissan eafy thing to make florid enco- 
sums on the perfeCtion of natural light, and 
‘9 deceive unwary readers with an ambiguous 
erm * (which fhall fometimes fignify all that 
ppears even to the divine underitanding, and 
fechethone no more than the meaneit of the 
‘uman race may, or than they aCtually. do at- 
ain; but let.tact ipeak, and the controverfy 
will foon be determined. I appeal to all, that 
ire acquainted with the records of antiquity, 
w that have any knowledge of the moft credi- 
le accounts of the preient fate of thofe coun- 
ties where chriftianity 1s unknown, whether 
tis not too obvious a truth, that the whole 
veathen world has lain, and {till lies in wicked- 
refs (0). Have not incomparably the greater 
sart of them been’ perpetually bewildered in 
heir religious notions and practices, vattly dif- 
ering from each other, and almoft equally dif- 
ering on all fides from the probable appear- 
‘nees of truth and reafon? Is any thing fo wild 
.§ not to have been believed, any thing fo inta- 
ous as not to have been practifed by them, 
while they have not oniy pretended to juitify 
t by reafon, but have coniecrated it as a part 
of their religion? ‘To this very day, what are 
he difcoveries of new nations in the American 
*% This Dr Tyndal has done in fo grofs and palpable a 
janner, that it is fuprizing that fallacy alone thould not 
save expofed his Chriitianity as old as the Creation, to the 
mmediate contempt of every intelligent reader. 
ot John v. 19. 
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or African World, but generally fpeaking, the 
opening of new fcenes ef enormity? Rapine, 
luit, cruelty, human facrifices,- and the moft 
{tupid idolatries, are; and for ought I can find, 
always have been, the morality and religion of 
almoft all the Pagan nations under heaven : 
And to fay, that there have ftill been fome 
fmothered {parks of reafon within, which if che- 
rifhed, might have led them to truth and hap- 
pinefs, is only faying, that they have been fo 
much the more criminal, and therefore fo much 
the more miferable. a 

Bur you live at home, and hear thefe things 
only by uncertain report. Look then around 
you within the {phere of your own obfervation, 
and fee the temper and character of the gene-' 
rality of thofe, who have been educated in a 
chriltian, and even. in’a proteftant country. 
Obferve their ignorance and forgetfuinefs ot 
the divine being, their impieties, their debauche-, 
ries, their fraud, their oppreflion, their pride, 
their avarice, their ambition, their unnatural in- 
fenfibility of the wants and forrows and inte-— 
re(ts of each’ other; and when you fee how 
bad they generally are in the midit of fo many 
advantages, judge by that of the probable ftate 
of thofe that want them. Judge upon thefe- 
views, whether a revelation be an + nh 
thing. {nema AQ 

2.“ Taere is, from the light of nature, confiderable — 
would favour his _ 


encouragement to hope, that God would 
creatures with fo needful a blefling as 4 
appears.” hee t's rer. 


Tuat a revelation is in ith 
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thing, is evident beyorid all flladaw of a doubt. 
Shall not “ he that made man’s mouth” (p), 
who has given us this wonderful faculty of dif- 
eovering our fentiments, and communicating 
‘our ideas to each other, fhall not he be able to 
eonverle with his rational creatures, and by 
fenfible manifeitations, or by inward impret- 
fions, to convey the knowledge of things, 
which lie beyond the ken of their natural facul- 
ties, and yet. may be highly conducive to their 
advantage ? ‘To own a God, and to deny him 
iuch a power, will be a notorious contradiction. 
—But it may appear much more dubious, whe- 
ther he will pleaie to confer fuch a favour on 
finful creatures. 
'~ Now I acknowledge, that we could not cer- 
tainly conclude he weuld ever do it; confider- 
ing on the one hand, how juitly they ftood 
expofed to his final difpleafure; and on the 
other, what provifion he had made by the 
frame of the human mind, and of nature around 
us, for giving us fuch notices of himfelf, as 
would Jeave us inexcufable, 'f we either failed 
to know him or to glorify him as God, as. the 
apolile argués at large (q). -Neverthelefs me- 
thinks, we fthould have had fomething of this 
kind to hope, from contidering God as the in- 
dulgent tather of dis creatures; from oblerving 
the tender care which he takes of us, and the 
liberal {uppiy which he grants for the jupport 
of the animal life; efpecially, from the provi- 
on which he has made for man, confidered as 
ilty and calamitous creature, by the medi- « 
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cinal and healing virtues which he has given 
to many of the productions of mature, which 
in a ftate of perfect retitude and happinefs 
man would never have needed.. This is a cir- 
cumitance, which feemed ftrongly to- intimate, 
that he would fome time or another graciouily 
provide fome remedy to heal men’s minds; and 
that he would interpofe to infiruét them, in his 
own nature, in the. manner in which he is to 
be ferved, and in the final treatment which 
they may expect from him. And I think, fuch 
an apprehention feems very congruous to the 
fentiments of the géneraliry of mankind; as 
appears from the many pretences to divine re- 
velation which have often been made, and th 
readineis of multitudes to redeive them on very 
flender proofs: This fhews how naturally men 
expect’ fome fuch kind interpofition of the 
Deity: A thought, which might -farther be 
. confirmed by fome remarkable’ paflages of hea- 
then writers, whieh I have not now time pat- 
ticularly to mention. Si) 1 ie A 


3- We may eafily eonclude, “ that ifa Fevelation were 
given, it would be introduced and tranfimtted in fuch 
a rmaanner, as chriftianity is faid to have been.” i 
Ir is exceeding probable, for inftance, that 
it fhould be raught, either by fome iluftrious 
perfon fent down from a fipéerior world, er at 
Jeaft by a man of eminent wifdom and piety; 
who fhould himfelf have been, not only a teach- 
e1, but an example, of univerfal go 
order to this it iees probable, that he would 
“be led through a feries of calamity and diftrefs 
fince otherwife he would’ not ha e been a pat- 


SER. VIL. of Christianity. iw. BFQ 
tern of the virtues which adorn adverfity, and 
are peculiar to it. And it might alfo have been 
expected, that in the extremity of his diftrefs, 
the blefled God, whofe meiflenger he was, fhould 
in fome extrordinary manner, have interpoféd 
either to preferve, or to recover him from death. 
__ It is moreover exceeding probable that fuch ~ 
a perfon, and perhaps alfo they who were at 
firft employed as his, meffengers to. the world, 
thould be endowed with a power of working 
miracles; both to awaken men’s attention, and 
9 prove a divine miflion, and the confequent 

uth of their do€trines; fome of which, might 
perhaps, not be capable of any other kind of 
proof; or if, they were, it is certain that no 
method of arguing is fo fhort, fo plain, and fo 
forcible, and on the whole, fo well fuited to 
the conviction, and probably the reformation 
of mankind, as a courfe of evident, repeated, 
and uncontrouled miracles... And fuch a me- 
thod of proof is efpecially adapted to the popu- 
lace, who are incomparably the greater part of 
mankind, and for whofe benefit, we may aflure 
ourfelves,.a revelation would chiefly be defign- 
ed. I might add, it was-no way improbable, 
though not in itfelf certain, that a difpenfation 
thould open gradually on the world; and that 
ihe moftt illuitrious meflenger of God to men 

ould be ufhered in by fome prediétions, which 
fhould raife a great expectation of his appear- — 
ance, and have an evident accomplifhmen: in 


2) yee ; 
_ As for the propagation of a religion fo in- 
troduced, it feems no way improbable, that~ 
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having been thus eftablifhed in its firft age, it 
fhould be tranfmitted to future generations by 
credible teftimony, as other important facts 
are. It is certain, that affairs of the utmoft 
mement, which are tranfacted amongft men, 
depend on teftimony: on this voyages are un- 
dertaken, fettlements ;made, and controverfies 
decided ; controverfies, on which not only the 
eftates, but the lives*of men depend. And 
though it muft be owned, that fuch an hiftori- 
cal evidence is not equally convincing. with 
miracles which are wrought before our own 
eyes; yet it is certain, it may rife to fuch a 
degree as to exclude all reafonable doubt. And 

I know not. why we fhould expect, that th 
evidence of a revelation fhould be fuch, a 
univerfally to compel the immediate affiftance 
of all to whom it is offered. To. me it feems 
much more likely, that it fhould be fo adjuft- 
ed, as to be a kind of touch-ftone to the tem- 
pers and chara¢ters of men ; ‘capable indeed of 
giving ample fatisfaétion to the diligent and 
candid enquirer, yet attended with fome cir- 
cumftances, from whence the ecaptious and’ 
perverfe might take occafion to eavil and ob~ 
ject. Such might we fuppofe the evidence of 
the revelation would be, and fuch it is main- 
tained, that of chriftianity is. ‘The teachers of 
it fay, and undertake to prove, that ‘it was, 
thus introduced, thus eftablifhed, and thus 
tranfmitted ; and we truft, that this is a ftrong: 
prefumption in ,its favour: Efp i as we 
214-7 ¢ as Uateh ; 
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i eat Tuat the main doctrines contained in the gofpel 
. are of fuch 2 nature, as we might in general fuppofe, 
‘thofe of a divine revelation would be tational, practi- 
~ “cal,‘and fublime.” 
| © Onr would imagine, that in a revelation of a 
religion from God, the great principles of natu- 
tal religion fhould be clearly afferted, and ftrong- 
Ty maintained: fuch I mean, as the exiftence 
(r), the unity (s), the perfection (t,) and the 
providence of God (u); the effential'and immu- 
table difference between moral good and evil 
(wy; the obligation we are under to the various 
branches of virtue, whether human, focial, or 
divine (x) ; the value and immortality of the 
foul (y) 5; and ike rewards and punifhments of a 
future flate (z). One would eafily conciude, 
that all thefe particulars muft be contained in fe; 
and that upon the whole, it fhould appear calcu- 
Tated, to form men’s minds to a proper temper, 
father than to amufe them with curious {pe- 
culations. 

Ir might indeed be farther fuppofed, and 
probably concluded, that fuch a revelation 
would contain fome things, which could not 
have been learnt from the higheft improve- 
ments of natural light: And confidering the 
infinite and unfathomable nature of the pieffed 
God, it would be more than.probable, that 
many things might be hinted at, and referred 
to, which our feeble faculties fhould not be 
able fully to comprehend. Yet we fhonld ex- 

Lt Heb, xi. 6. s Mark xii. 29, Tim. iis t Mat. v 
i Mie Mat. x. 29,30. w Ifa. ¥. 20, 2 Cor. vi. TAs 
x Mat. + 372.39  Phil.iv.8. “Tit. ti. 12. -y’ Maat, 
x. 38. “Ryi. si @ Rom, ii. 6---10. Mat. xxv. 46. 
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pect, to find thefe introduced in a pra€tical 

view, as directing us to duties before unknown, 

- or fuggefting powerful motives to make us re- 

folute and conftant in the difcharge of the 

reft*. As for ceremonial and pofitive inftitu- 

tions, we fhould imagine, at leaft in the moft 
perfeat ftate of the revelation, that they fhould 

be but few, and thofe few plainly fubfervient* 
to the great purpofes of practical religion. 

I sHau only add, that forafmuch’ as pride. 
appears to be the mofk reigning corruption of 
the human mind, and the fource of numberlefs 
irregularities ; it is exceeding probable, that a 
divine revelation fhould be calculated, to hum- 
ble the fallen creature,’ and bring it to a fenfe' 
of his guilt and weaknefs; and the more evi- 
dently that tendency appears, other things being. 
equal, the greater reaion there is to believe, 
that the original of fuch a ficheme is from above. 

Your own thoughts have undoubtedly pre- 
vented me in the application of thefe charac-. 
ters to the chriftian revelation. The juftice of 
that application I muft ‘not now illuftrate at 
large. But I muft beg leave to advance one 
remark, which will conclude what I have to fay 
on this general: Which is, that as the chriftian 
fyftem is undoubtedly worthy of God, fo con- 
fidering the manner in which it is faid to have 
‘been introduced, (feparate from the evidence’ 
of thefe facts, which is afterwards to be con- 
fidered,) it is extremely difficult to imagine, 
from whom elfe it could have proceeded. % 

* Particularly on what terms, and to what degree pare 
don aad happinels might be expected by finful creatures 
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~Twitt readily allow, that neither ‘the. rea- 
forablenefs of its doctrines, nor the purity of 
its morals, will alone prove its divine original ; 
fince it is’ poffible, the’ reafon of one man may 
difgover that, which the reafon of another ap- 
proves, as being, in itfelf confidered, either 
true in theery, or ufeful in practice. But this 
is not all; for in the prefent cafe it is evident, 
that the firft teachers: of chriftianity’ profeffed, 
that they were taught it by divine revelation, 
and that they were empowered by God with 
miraculous endowments for the confirmation of 
it. Now if it were not indeed fo as they pro- 
feed, how can we account for fo {ftrange a 
phenomenon, as fuch a doétrine introduced 
with fuch pretences ? If it were not from God, 
whence was it? From good, or from evil Angels, 
or men? Wicked creatures, as our Lord ftrong- 
ly intimates (a), would never contrive and pro- 
pagate fo excellent a fcheme ; norican we ima- 
gine, that holy Angels, or righteous men would 
thus be found falfe witneffes of God (b), or have 
attempted to fupport the caufe of religion and 
truth, by fuch impious and notorious talfhoods, 
as their pretenfions muft have been, if they were 
falfhoods at all. « ; : 

AND thus much for the firft branch of the 
argument: If you confider the chriftian fcheme 
only in theory, it appears highly probable ; fince 
a revelation was io much needed, might fo 
reafonably be expected, and if it were ever given, — 
would, fo far as we canjudge, bethus introduced, 
and be in the main attended with fuch interna] 

a Mat. aii. 25---29- ob x Cor. xy. 1. ’ 
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charaéters.. And though we. have not.as ye‘ 
exprefsly proved, that the gofpel was introduced 
in fuch a manner, as the defenders of it aflert ; - 
yet it would be ftrangely unaccountable, that fo, 
admirable a fyftem of truth and duty fhould be 
advanced by the prince of darknefs, and the. 
children of wickednefs ; as it muft have been, if - 
the perfons firft employed in the propagation 
of it were not “ endowed with power from on 
high” (c). -2 Male 
‘Yo embrace the gofpel is fo fafe, and.on the 
whole, fo comfortable a.thing, that I think a 
wife man .would deliberately and_refolutely 
venture his all upon it, though nothing more 
could be offered for. its confirmation. But, ! 
blefled be God, we have a great deal more to. 
offer in this important caufe ; and can add, with- 
ftill greater confidence, that.it is not only in, 
theory thus probable, but, _ | an 
SEcoNDLY, “that it is in Paét certain, that chriftianity is_ 
indeed a divine revelation.” __ re PN ‘ 
Here I confefs.the chief ftrefs is to be laid ; 
afid therefore I fhall-infift more largely on this” 
branch, ofithe argument, and endeayour, by the . 
divine affiftance, ta vrove the certainty of this” 
great faét. You wi. i.aturally apprehend, that 
i fpeak only of what is commonly called a moral~ 
certainty* : but I need {peak of no more ; for in 
many cafes, fuch kind of evidence gives the 
mind as ample, and as rational.a fatisfaction, as 
c Luke xxiv. 49. | int. prone! } 
-* Which, though it amount not to ftrict onftration, 
is fuch kind) of evidence as fuits paft mattérs of fact, and is 
reaeices to make a candid and rational enquirer eafy in his 
anent. z q 3 : ; 
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‘it may find even in fome fuppofed mathematica! 
demonftration ; fince there it is poflible, at leaft » 
in a long deduction of particulats, for the moft 
fagacious of mankind to fall into a miftake: 

Now in order to fettle this grand point as 

(clearly as I can, I,think it may be: proper to 
prove,'> 10% 4: th 
Cate Tat the books of the New Teftament, as they are 
how in your hands, may be depended, upon as written by the 
frit preachers and publufers of Chriftianity.. And, 

il. Tuaz from hence it will certainly follow, that what 
‘they afferr js trueyand that the relivion they teach, brings 

» along with it fuch evidences of a ‘divine authority, as may 
moit juftly recommend it to Our acceptance. 

‘Eacu of'thefe heads ‘might furnifh out matter 

’ for many volumes 5’ but it is my bufine/s’ to hint 
-av the molt obvious and important thoughts, by 
which they may briefly_be illuftrated and’ cor- 


- firmed. 


I. I'am to prove ‘to you, “that the books of the New 
Teftament, now in your hands, were written by the firft 

_ preachers and publishers of chriftianity.” 

You fee I confine the prefent proof, to the 
books of the New Teftament. Not:that 1 think 
‘the authority of the old to be fuipected, or the: 
ufe of it by any means to be delpited.” God for- 
bid }-It is an invaluable.treafure, which demands 
our daily delightful and thankful perufal, and is 
capable of being defended in a manner, which I 


am perfuaded its fubtile{t enemies will never be 


able'to anfwer. But:the nature of my prefent 
afgument, and the limits of my time, obhge me _ 
at prefent to wave the proof of it, any tarther” 


_sthan as it is‘ implied in, and dependent upon, _ 


what I have more immediately in view. 
tf vr L 4 ; 
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In the procefs of the difcourfe, though I fhall 
ftudiowlly avoid any» oftentation of learning, 
yet it will be abfolutely neceffary to affert. fome 
things, which cannot certainly be known, with- 
outiome little acquaintance with ancient writers. 
You cannot, moft of you, be fuppofed to have 
farmed fuch an acquaintance ; but I take it for 
granted you will readily believe, that I will not 
lie for God nor talk deceitfully for him {°). { 
fhall fay nothme of this kind, but what I know 
to be contained in thofe writings ; and you may 
affure yourfelves, that no man of common fenfe, 
whatever his moral or religious charaéter were, 
would venture in fuch an age as this, publicly 
to cite paflages, as from authors in every ones. 
hands, which he cannot prove to be contained 
in them. y Rx, ; 

Havinc ptemifed thefe things, I go on tothe 
argument, and hall advance in it by the follow- 
ing degrees. I fhall prove,y——that chriftianity- 
is an ancient religion ; that there was fuch a 
perfon as Jefusof Nazareth, crucified at Jerufalem 
about feventeen hundred years ag> ;=——that the 
firit Preachers of his religion wrote books, which 
went by the name of thofe, that now make up 
the volume.of our New Teftament;——that they 
are preferyed in the original to the prefent times; 
_ +——and that the tranflation of them, which 
-you have, is in the main fuch, as may be depend- 
ed upon as faithful. And then I fhall have 
clearly made out what I propofed jn this firit 
part. ou } Pas > J 

‘4. Ir is certain, “ that chriftianity is not a new religion, 
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. but that it was maintained by great multitudes, quickly _ 
aiter the time in which’ Jefus is faid to have appeared.”’ 
Tuat there was, confiderably more than fix- 
‘teen hundred years ago, a body of men, who 
) went by the name of chriftians, is almoft as evi- 
dent, as that a race of men was then exifting in 
the world; nor do I know, that any have ever 
been wild and confident enough to difpute it. 
If any fhould for argument fake queftion it, they 
might quickly be convinced by a confiderable 
number of ‘chriftian writers, who lived in the 
fame, or the next age*, and mention 'it as a 
thing notorioufly certain, that Chriftianity was 
then of fome ftanding in the world; fome of 
them giving directions and exhortations to their 
brethren, and others forming apologies, to their 
enemies, for which there could not otherwife 
have been the Jea{t foundation. We might 
haye acquiefced in their teftimony, had it been 
alone ; Sat it is confirmed by that of Jews and 
‘Heathens, who, by-their early invectives again{ft 
the chriftians, do moft evidently prove, that: 
there was fuch a bodyof men im the world. 
The moft confiderable Roman Hiftorians, 
who lived in thisage, and wrote of it, are ‘l'acitus, 
and Suetonius, who both publifhed their writ- 
ings above fixteen hundred years ago, and they 
are always and very juitly appealed to, as preg- 


* Such as Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Juftin 

_ Martyr, Irengeus, Tatian, Athenagoras, and ‘Theophilus 
Antiochenus; who all wrote before the year 200, and fome 
jn thesirit century; not to urge Barnabas, and Hermas ; nor 
to mention any of thofe cited by Eufebius, whofe books are 
all Jott, except fome fragments, preferved chiefly by that 


- 


excellent writer. ~ 
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nant witnefles upon this oceafion.—For Tacitus 
aflures* us, ‘that in Nero’s days,” who begun 
his reign about twenty years after the death of 
Chrift, “there was a vaft multitude of chriftians, 
not only in Judza, but at Rome too; againit 
whom Nero raifed a perfecution, attended with 
fuch circumftances of ig:iominy and cruelty, as_ 
moved the compailion even of their enemies ;” 
of which number this hiftorian evidently was*.. 
‘Nay he plainly intimates, that this was not the 
firft attempt which had been made to crufh 
them; though this attempt was fo early as we 
have heard. —His contemporary Suetonius, 
in his. more concife manner, attefts the fame +. 
—-And Pliny, the intimate friend and correfpon-' 
dent of both, being employed in ‘Trajan’s:time 
to perfecute the Chriftians, writes an account _ 
of them to that emperer, which, though com-— 
monly known, mutft be mentioned.as .it is fo_ 
highly important. After haying fpoken very 
favourably of their moral charatter, he adds, | 
“that many of beth fexes, and of every age 
and rank, were infected with this fuperftition ,” 
as he thinks fit to exprefs it; thatat was gone 
into the villages, as well as the cities; and that, 
till he begun to put the laws in execution ,a- 


} 2 (a 4 
_ * Nero quefitiffimis poenis affecit, quos, per Flagitia in- 

~wifos, vulgus Christianos appellabat.---Repreffa in prefens - 
_ exitiabilis Superstitio, rurfus érumpehat, non moedo per 
oe toa originew ejus mali, fed per urbem etiam, &c.-.-- 


ultitudo ingens-—Odio humani generis convieti—funt ; & 
pereuntibus addita Lidibria,---unde Miferatio atur, 


&c. Tacit. Annal. Lib. xv.,c. Aq. oes np 
+ Affiicti fuppliciis Chri iani,. Genus reals 
: *, 


_ tionis nove ac malefica, Sueton. Ner. cap. Xvi 
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gaint them, the temples of the heathen deities 
were almoft deferted, and hardly any could be 
found who would buy \victims for them+.” 


--—Itmight be added, that Marcus Antoninus,t - 
' who wrote a few years ‘after Pliny, mentions 
’ the chriftians, “‘as examples of a-refolute and 
- obftinate contempt of death 2” and it is. generally . 


tuppofed, that they are the Galileans, whom 
Epictetus fpeaks of - as thofe whom practice 


had taught to defpife the rage of their armed 


” enemies.”§ 


I sHaxt difmifs this head with obferving, that 


it tends greatly to the confirmation of Chriftia- 


+ Multi omnis Atatis, omnis Ordinis, utriu{que Sexus 


_ etiam vocantur in periculums Negue Civitates tantum, 


fed Vicos etiam, atquxz Agros, Superitioniis iftius contagio. 
pervagata eft;---prope jam defolata Templa,---& facra 
Solennia diu intermiifa :-——-Victimas, quarum adhuc rarif. 


-} See the Emperor’s Constitution to the community of 
Afia, (as inferted by Eufebius in his! Ecclefiastical History, 
Lib. iv. cap. 13.) in which he mentions their periecuting 
the christians to death ; and fpeaks of theie periecutions as 
having continued a confiderabe time. N. B. This was in- 
ferted in Melito’s sapology tor the Christians, which he 

wrote ia that Em reign, fo ‘that there cunnet be the 
least doubt of its be puine, 

§ [This would be the’ proper, place to. mention the pa 
faze {aid to be in Philo Judzus, (who was conteniporary with 
the Apotces,) relating to the Christians in his days, and 
the methods taken by an embaily trom Jervfalem to pre- 
vent the progrefs of their religion: “But though I verily 

‘believe the faét to:have been truce, 1 omit it, for reafons 
Whi.h the reader will find ina note under head 3. of the 

. Sermon.---Some other paffages of ancient writers, 
whith might bé-very pertinent here, I referve to mention 


-undér fome following heads, and’ particularly where Ithall - 


Speak of the miraculous Ms ei of thegofpel, in Ser, x.] 
" . , ‘ 5 ee +. ; 
. 4  * a 
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nity, that each of thefe celebrated and ancient 
Pagan Writers, at the fame time they atteit the 
exiftence of fuch a body of men profefling it, 
inform us of thofe extream perfecutions which 
they under-went, in the very infancy of their 
religion ; a fact alfo farther apparent from the 
apologies addrefled by the chriftians to their 
perfecutors, which, whatever imperfections may 
attend the manner in which fome of them are 
writ, appear to me fome of the moft valuable 
remains of antiquity, (the facred records only 
extepted,) efpecially thofe of Juftin Martyr, 
Tertullian, and Minutius Felix.——-This funda- 
mental point is then abundantly made out ; that © 
there were vaft nambers of men, very quickly, 
after the time when fefus is faid to have appear- 
ed upon earth, who profefled his religion, and 
chofe to endure the greateft extremities, rather 
than they would abandon it. From hence it 
will be eafy to fhew, © Dae 
2. “Tair there was certainly fuch a perfon as Jefus of 


Nazareth, who was crucified at Jerufalem, when Pontius 
Pilate was the Roman Governor there.” 


Ir can never be imagined, that multitudes of 
people fhould take their name from Chrift, and 
jacrifice their lives for their adherence to him, 
even in the fame age in which he is faid to have 
lived, if they had not been well aflured, there 
was fuch a perfon. Now feveralof the Authors - 
I have mentioned plainly affert, thatthe chriftians 
were denominated from Chrift; nay;“Facitus 
exprefsly adds, “ that he was put to death under 
Pontius Pilate, who was, procurator of Judzca, 
c : vie > ae 
ee WS >" sie Rl a at 
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in the reign of Tiberius*.” And it is well 
known, that the primitive chriftian apologifts 
_ often appeal to the aéts of Pilate}, or the memoirs 
of his government, (which he, according to the 
cuftom of other procurators, tran{mitted to 
Rome,) as containing an account of thefe tranf- 
aétions: and as the appeal was made to thofe, 
who had the command of the public records, we 
may affure ourfelves fuch teftimonies were then 
extent. “But it is a faét, which our enemies 
" never denied ; they owned it, they even gloricd 
in it, and upbraided the chriftians with it. ‘The 
Jews therefore in fome of their earlieft writings 
fince thofe times, call Jefus by the ignominious 
name of “the man who was Ey or crucifi-: 
ed,” and his followers, “the fervants of the 
crucified Perfont.” And Lucian rallies them 
for deferting the pompous train of the heathen 
deities, to worfhip one whom he impioufly calls 
‘a crucified impoftor§.”—[Spartian allo aflures 


* Auctor nominis ejus Cliriftus, qui Tiberio imperitante 
' pet Procuratorem Pontium Pilatum fupplicia affectus crat. 
tacit. ubi. fupra. Dark 
+ Vid. Juftin. Mart. Apolog. Oper. pag. 76. & tertul. 
Apolog. cap. xxi. 
} Buxtorf, Lexic. ralmud. in Voce. ; 
§ Lucian de Morte Peregrini, Oper. tom. IL. pag. 568. 
[Il might here introduce a great many other remarkable 
particulars from this writer, which relate to “ the fortitusle 
of the chriftians in bearing fufferings, their entire fubmif- 
fion to the anthority of Jefus, their unparalleled charity to 
each other, the prophets and meifengers of their churehes, 
end the great progrefs of their religion.” All thefe things 
are mentioned in the Pfeudomantis, and the Death of Pere- 
Fa: which are undoubtedly Lucian’s: Not to mention 
thofe very memorable ‘paffages in the Philopatris, which 1s 
rae g pss 6 * he re 
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us, that the emperor Alexander Severus enter- A 
tained fuch high thoughts of Chrift, that he~ 
would have admitted him into the number of 
his deities, and have built a temple to him, ‘had - 
neers Pagan fubje€ts vigoroufly oppofed it.*” 
And Porphyry, though an inveterate enemy to 
chriftianity, not only allowed ‘there was fuch a) 
perfon, but honoured him “as a moft wife and 
pious man, approved by the Gods, and taken 
up into heaven for his diftinguifhed virtues}.”] — 
I might add a great deal more on -this 
head {; but it already appears as certain as 
ancient hiftory can make it, and incomparably 
more certain than moft of the facts which it has 
tranfmitted to us, that there was at the time 
commonly fuppofed fuch a perfon as Chriit, 
who profefled Himfelf a diyine teacher, and who _ 
gathered many difciples, by whom his religion — 
was afterwards publifhed in the world. 
3: Iv is alfo certain, “that the firtt publifhers of this 
religion wrote books, which contained au account of 


the life and deGrine of Jefus their Master, and which 
went by the name of thofe that now make up our New 


Testament,” - 


Ir was in the nature of things exceeding pro- | 
bable, that what they had feen and heard, they 


o§ a much ‘later date. But-a particular detail of thefe — 

things would {well this note to a very improper bulk] 
* Spartian. de Vita Severi, cap. xxix. & xi, 5‘ 
+ Eufeb, Demonftr. Evang. Lib. ili. pag. 13g 
¢ Ifay nothing of the celebrated paflage in alae * 

(Antig. Lib, xvii. cap. 4.) becaufe it has been + ed; 

though I know no confiderable objection against it, but its — 

being {o honourable to Christianity, that ene would hardly — 

igaagine a Jew could write it. ie ae. 00) 
i f ae . 
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‘would declare and publith to the world in writ- 
ing (e); confidering, how common books were 
in the age and countries in which they taught ; 
and of how great importance an acquaintance 
with the hiftory and doétrine of Chrift was, to 
the purpafes which they fo ftrenuoufly-purfued : 
but we have much more than fuch a prefumptive 
evidence. 
‘THe greateft adverfaries of chriftianity muft 
grant, that we have books of great antiquity, 
written fome fourteen, others fi/teen, and fome 
fixteen hundred years ago* ; in which mention 
is made of the life of Chrift, as written by many, 
and efpecially by four of his difciples, who by 
way of eminence are called the evangelifts- 
Great pains indeed have been taken to prove, 
that fome fpurious pieces were publifhed under 
the names of the apoftles, containing the hiftory , 
of thefe things : but furely this muft imply, that 
it. was a thing known and allowed, that the 
Apottles did write fome nasrations of this kind ; 
as counterfeit coin implies fome true moncy, 
which it is défigned to ‘reprefent. And I am 
fure, he muft be very little acquainted with the 
ancient ecclefiattical writers, who does not know, 
that the primitive chriftians made a very great 
difference between thofe writings, which we call 
the canonical books of the New Teftament, and 
.e 1 Johni. 3. 
_* Stich as Tatian, Irenzus, "Tertullian, Clement Alex- 
andrinus, Origen, Eufebius, and many others :. See Jones of 
che Canon, Part. IV. Introduct. Justin Martyr’s controverfy - 
vith T o, and Origen’s with Celfus, prove that Jews 
und Heathens allowed, not only that there were fuch books, | 
jut that they-contained the religion of Christians. 
y . \ 
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others; which plainly fhews, that they did mot 
judge of writings, merely by the names of their 


_ pretended authors, but enquired withan accuracy 


becoming: the importance of thofe pretences. 
‘The refult of this enquiry was, that the four 
gofpels, the Aéts, thirteen epiftles of Paul, one 
of Peter, and one of John, were received upon 
fuch evidence, that. Eufebius, a moft accurate 
and early critic in thefe things, could not learn 
that they had ever been difputed* : and after- 
wards the remaining books of the New Tefta- 
ment, Hebrews, James, the fecond of Peter, the 
fecond and third of John, Jude, and the Revela- 
tion, were admitted as genuine,-and added to 
the reft; though fome circumftanges attending 
them, rendered their guthority for a while a 
little dubious. On the whole it is plain, the 
primitive chriftians were fo fatisfied in the 
authority of thefe facred books, that they {peak 
of them, not only as credible and authentic, but 
as equal to the oracles of the Old ‘Teftament, as 
divinely infpired, as the words of the {pirit, as 
the law and orga of God, and as the rule of 
faith, which cannot be contradiéted witho 
great guilt ; with many other expreflions of thé 


. hike kind, which often occur in their difcourfes, 


To which I may add, that in fome of their 
councils, the New ‘Teftament was placed on a 
throne, to fignify their concern, that all theit 
controverfies and a€tions might be determined 
and regulated by it. PENS oy' 
On the whole then, you fee, that the primitive 

church did receive certain pieces, which bore tl 
-® Eufeb, Ecclef, Hist. Lib. vi, 
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fame titles with the books of our New Tefta- 
ment.’ Now I think it is evident, they were as 
capable of judging whether a book was written 
by;Mathew, John, or Paul, as an ancient Roman 
could be of determining whether Horace, Tully, 
or Livy, wrote thofe which g® under thee 
names. And I am fure, the intereft of the 
former was fo much more concerned in the 
writings of the Apoftles, than that of the latter 
in the compofitions of the Poets, Orators, or 
even. their Hiftorians; that there is reafon to 
\believe, they would take much greater care to 
inform themfelves fully in the merits of the 
caufe, and to avoid being impofed upon by 
artifice and fiction. Let me now fhew, 

4. * Tat the books of the New Testament have been 
prefetved in the main uncorrupted to the prefent 
time, in the original language in which they were 
written.” 

Tuts is a matter of vaft importance, and 
blefled’be God, it is attended with proportion- 
able evidence ; an evidence, in which the hand 
of providence has indeed been remarkably feen ; 
for lam confident, that there is no other ancient 
book ‘in the world, which may fo certainly and 
fo eafily be proved to be authentic. . 

Anp here, I will not argue merely from the 
piety of the primitive chriftians, and the heroic 
refolution with which they chofe to endure the 

eateft extremities, rather than they would 
deliver up their bibles, (though that be a confi- 
deration of fome evident weight; but fliall intreat 
"you to confider the utter impofhibility of corrupt- _ 
ing them. From the firlt ages, they were 
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received, and yead in the churches, as a-part of 
their public worthip, juft as*Mofes and the 
Prophets were in the Jewith Synagogues ; they 
were prefently fpread “far and wide, as the 
boundaries of the church were increated ; they 
were eatly tranflated into other languages, of 
‘which tranflations fome remain to this day. 
Now when this was the cafe, “how could they 
pofibly be adulterated ?Is it a thing to be fup- 
pofed, or imagined, that thoufands, and millions 
-of people fhould have come together from diftant 
countries ; and that with all their diverfities of 
language, and cuftoms, and I may add, of fenti- 
ments too, they fhould have agreed on corrupt- 
ing a book, which they all acknowledged to be 
the rule of their faith, and their manners, and 
the gréat charter by whith they held their eternal 
hopes. It were madnefs to believe it: efpecially 
when we confider what numbers of heretics ap- 
peared in the very infancy of the church, who 
all pretended to build their notions on {cripture, 
and moft of them appealed to it as the final 
judge of controverfies; now it is certain, that 
thefe different parties of profefling chriftians 
were a perpetual guard upon each other, and 
rendered it impoihble for one patty, to practile 
grofly on the facred books, without the difcoyery, 
and the clamour of the reft. id i 
Nor mutt I omit to remind you, that in every 
age, from the apoftles time to our own, there 
have been numberlefs quotations made from the 
books of the New ‘Teflament 5 arid a multitude 
__ of commentaries in various languages, and fome 
of very ancient date, have been Je: Sr itten upon, 
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them :.fo that if the books themfelves were loit, . 


I believe they might in great meafure, if not 
entirely, be recovered from the writings of 
‘others. ~ And one might venture to fay, that if 
all the quotations, which have’ ever been made 
from all the ancient writings now remaining in 
Europe, were to be amafled together, the bulk 
of them would be by no means comparable, to 
that of the quotations taken from the New 
Teftament alone. So that a man might with a 
much better face difpute, whether the writings 
afcribed to Homer, Demofthenes, Virgil, or 
Czefar, be in the main fuch as they left them, 
than he could queftion it concerning thofe of 
‘Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, James, and 
Paul, whether they are in the main fo. 
. I say, in the main, becaufe we readily allow, 
that the hand of a Printer, or of a tranfcriber, 
might chance in fome places to infert one letter 
or word for another, and the various readings of 
this, as well as of all other ancient books, prove, 
‘that this has fometimes been the cafe. Never- 
thelefs thofe various readings are generally of fo 
little importance, that he who can urge them 
as an objection againtt the aflertion we are now 
maintaining, mult have little judgment, or little 
integrity ; and indeed, after thofe exeellentthings 
which have been faid on the fubjeét by many 
defenders of chriftianity, if he have read their 
writings, he muft have little modefty too. 

- Since then it appears, that the books of the 
New Teftament, as they now ftand in the origi- 
nal, ave, “without any material alteration, fuch 
as they were, when they came from the bands 
Y f ‘ 
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of the perfons whofe names they bear, nothing 
remains to compleat this part of the argument, 
but to fhew, | 

s. “Tar the tranJation of them, now in your hands, 

may be depended upon, as in all things moft material) | 
agreeable to the original.” 

Tuts is a fact, of which the generality of you 
are not capable of judging immediately, yet it is 
a matter of great importance : It is therefore a| 
very great pleafure to me to think, what ample, 
. evidence you may find another way, to make 

your minds as eafy 6n this head, as you could 
reafonably wifh them. I mean, by the concur- 
rent teftimony of others, in circumftances in 
_ which you cannot imagine they would unite to 
deeeive you... 5 

THERE are, to be fure, very few of us, whofe 
office it is publicly to preach’ the gofpel, who 
have not examined this matter with care, and 
who are not capable of judging in fo eafy a cafe. 
I believe you have feen few in the place where 
I now ftand, that could not have told you, as I 
now folemnly do, that, on a diligent comparifor. 
of our tranflation with the original, we find that 
of the New Teftament, (and I might alfo add, 
that of the old,)-in the maim ‘ithfal and judi- 
cious. You know indeed, hat we do not 
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copy of the Greek, fo neither is there any tranfla- 
tion of the New ‘Teftament which I have feen, 
whether ancient or modern, how defe€tive and 
faulty foever, from which all the principal facts 
and doctrines of chriftianity mjght not be learnt, 
fo far as the knowledge of them is neceflary to 
falvation, or even to fome confiderable degrees 
of edification in piety. Nor do I except trom 
this remark, even that moft erroneous and cor- 
rupt verfion,. publifhed by the Englith Jefuits at 
Rheims, which is undoubtedly one of the worft 
that ever.appeared in our language. ; 
- Bor Idefire not, that with refpeét to our own 
tranflation of the New Teftament, a matter of fo 
great moment as the fidelity of it fhouid reft on 
my teftimony alone, or entirely on that of any of 
my brethren, for whofe integrity and learning 
ae may have the greateft and jufteft efteem. 
rejoice to fay, that this is'a head, on which we 
cannot poffibly deceive you, if we were ever fo 
defirous to do it. And indeed in this refpect, that 
is our advantage, which in others is our great ca- 
lamity, I mean the diverfity of our religious opi- 
nions. It is certain, that wherefoever there is a 
body of diffenters from the public eftablifhment, 
who do yet agree with their brethren of that 
eftablifhment in the ufe of the fame tranflation, 
though they are capable of examining it, and 
judging of it ; there 1s as great evidence as could 
Seaeebic be defired, that fuch a tranflation is in 
the main right; for if it were in any confider- 
able argument corrupted, moft of the’ other 
debates would quickly lofe themfelves in this : 
and though fuch diffenters had all that candor, 
tenderneis, and refpect fortheir fellow-chriftians, 
\ > Wp 
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which I hope we fhall always endeavour to main- 
tain, yet they would, no doubt, think themfelves 
obliged in confcience to bear a warm and joud 
teftimony againft fo crying an abomination, as 
they would another day appear free from the 
guilt of a confederaey, to poifon the. public 
fountains, and deftroy the fouls of men. But 
‘we make no coniplaint on this fubje& ; we all 
unite in bearing our ‘téftimony to the oracles of 
God, as deliveredin our own language. Oh 
that we were equally united in regulating our 
dogtrine,. and our difcipline, our worfhip, and 
our practife by them! t 
You fee then, on the whole, ‘how mutch 
eafon there is to believe, “that the books of the 
‘New Teftament, as they are now in your hands, 
were written by thofe, whofe names they bear, 
‘even the firft preachers.and publifhers of chrifti- 
anity.” This is the grand point; and -from 
hence it will follow by a train of eafy and natural 
confequences, that the gofpel is moft certainly 
true : but that is a topic of argument, abundant- 
ly fufficient to furnith our matter for another 
difcourfe. May God command his bleffing 
on what has been already laid beforeus, that 
through the operation of his fpirit, it_may be 
* ufeful for eftablifhing our regard to the,fcripture 
and for confirming our faith in that ‘Atmighty 
Redeemer, who is the Alpha ahd the Omega 
the beginning and the end, the firft and the lati 
. (£); whom to know is life everlafting (¢), and i» 
whom to believe is the great fecurity of oux 
eternal falvation! Amen. het aes ee | 
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SERMON IX. 


The Evidences of Curistianrty, deduced 

from the New Testament, allowed to be 

- genuine. * 
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2 ; ' 
We have not followed cunningly devifed 


Fables. 
VA HEN we are addrefling ourfelvts to an 


audience of profefling chriftians, I think, we 
may reafonably take it for granted, in the main 
courfe of our miniftry, that they believe the - 
‘ruth of the gofpel, and may argue with them 
én that fuppofition. Tobe ever laying the 
foundation would be the part of an unwife 
suilder, and be greatly detrimental’ to your 
edification and comfort, and I may add, to our 
own. Neverthelefs chriftians, we do not defire’ 
that you fhowld take it merely upon our word: 
that’ your religion is divine, and your fcriptures 
infpired. We defire, that your faith, as well 
y your worthip, fhould be a réafonable fervice 
(a); and with, that, in this refpect, all the Lerd’s 
people were as prophets (b); that as every 
shriftian is in his fphere fet for the defence of 
the gofpel (c), each might in fome meafure be 
able to affert its truth, and, if poflible, to con- 
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vince gainfayers (d). Therefore, as we are 
often hinting at the chief arguments, on which 
' this facred caufe “is eftablithed, (eftablithed, I 
trult, fo firmly, that the gates of hell thall never 
prevail againit it (e);) fo | thought it might be 
agreeable and ufeful, on this occafion, to ftate 
them a little more largely, im their proper coh- 
nection, and mutual dependence. And I chofe 
the rather to do it, asthefe fermons are efpecially 
intended for young people; who.in an age in 
which infidelity fo much abounds, can' hardly 
‘expect to pals through the world, if they are 
called to converfe much in it, without fome 
attacks jon their faith. which miay . be. very 
dangerous, if they are not provided with fomd 
‘armour of proof againft them. It is indeéd,’ 
(as I before obferved,) above all thirgs to be de- 
fired, that the heart may be eftablithed with 
grace (f); for we are then moit fecure from the 
danger of forgetting God’s precepts (g),, when 
they have been the bleffed means of quickening 
us to a divine hfe. Yet as other arguments 
have their ufe, and-in fome degree their neceflity 
too, I fhall go on briefly to propofe them. ; 
I sec therefore, that you would renéw your 
attention, while I'refume the thread of my dif- 
courfe, in an entire dependence on the bleffed 
 fpirit, by whom the fotpel was at firlt revealed 


and confirmed, to add fucceis to thishumble 


attempt for its fervice, and for ie ir edification. 
I aM now fhewing you, at diary, 
which before appeared’in theory prebable and 
d Titig., ¢ Mat. ave a8 feb. gill.g. g Plod, 
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ational, has in fact a convincing evidence : not 
mily that it may be, but that it certainly is true 5 
—as it is certain, that the New Teftament, as 
now in your hands, is genuine ;——and as it 
“ay with great evidence be argued from thence, 
Ayat the gofpel, is a revelation from God. ‘The 
irft of thefe points I have endeavoured to prove 
it large ; and without repeating what I faid in 
sonfirmation of it, Inow proceed to fhew, 

2. “TuAr from allowing the New Testament to be 
 » genuine, it will certainly follow, that christianity is a 

) divine revelation.” 

Anp here a man is at firft, ready to be loft in 
he multiplicity of arguments which furround 
him. Itis very eafy to find proofs ; but difficult: 
‘o range and difpofe them in fuch an order, as 
heft to illuftrate and confirm each other. Now 
{ chufe to offer them in the following feries, 
which feems to me the moft natural, and per- 
aps may be moft intelligible to you. 

Tue authors of the books contained in the 
New Teftament were certainly capable of judg- 
ing concerning the truth of the facts they 
wttefted ;——their -chara€ter, fo far as we can 
udge of it by their writings, renders them 
worthy of regard ;——-and they were under no 
emptation to attempt to impofe on the world 
ny fuch a ftory as they have given us, if it had 
yeen falfe ; fo that confidering all things, there 
is no reafon to believe they would attempt it : 
——But if they had, they muft probably have 
yerifhed in the attempt, and could never have 
rained-credit in the world, had their teftimony 
2cen fale, Nevegghelefs it is certain in fact, 
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‘that they did gain credit, and fucceed in a moft 
aniazing manner againft all oppofition._—It is 
certain therefore, that the fatts they affert were 
true; and if they were true, then it was reafon- 
able for their contemporaries, and is reafonable 
for us, to receive the gofpel as a.divine revela- 
‘tion 5 efpecially, if we confider what has 
happened in the world for the confirmation of 
it, ince it was firft propagated by them. ‘This 
is the conclufion, to which I was to lead-you ; 
and I beg, you would ferioufly confider each of 
thé fteps, by which we arrive at it. ; 
1. In is exceeding evident, “ that the writers of the 
New Testament certainly knew, whether the facts 
they aferted were true, or falfe.” Mod 
AnD this they muft have known for this 
plain. reafon ; becaufe they tell us, they did not 
tru{t merely to the repott, even of perfons 
whom they thought moft credible; but were 
prefent themfelves, when feveral of the moft 
important faéts happened, and {6 received them 
on the teftimony of their own fenfes. On this 
St: John in his epiftle lays a-very great and reas 
fonable ftrefs: ‘That which we have feen with 
our eyes, and that not only bya fudden glance, 
but which we have attentively looked upon, 
and which even our hands have handled of the 
word of life, that is of Chrift and his gofpel,— 
declare we unto you (h). 4 5 

Ler the common fenfe of mankind judge 
here. .Did not Matthew-and John ‘certainly 
know,-whether they had perfonally and fami- 
hiagly converfed with Jefus of Nazareth, or not * 
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whether he had chofen them for his conftant 
attendants and apoftles ? whether they had feen 
him heal the fick, difpofléfs devils, and raife 
the dead? and whether they themfelves had 
received from him fych miraculous endow- 
ments, as they fay he beftowed upon:them ? 
Did not they know, whether he fell into the 
hands of his enemies, and was publicly put to 
death, or not? Did not John know, whether 
he'faw him expiring on the crofs, or not ? and 
whether he received from him the dying charge 
which he records (i)? Did he not know, whe- 
ther he faw him wounded in the fide with a 
fpear, or not? and whether he did, or did not 
ice, that effufion of blood and water, which 
was an infallible argument of this being really 
dead ? Concerning which, it being fo material” 
a circumftance,*he adds, © He that faw it bears 
record, and he knoweth that he faith true (k)5 
that is, that-it was a cafe, in which he could 
not pofhibly be deceived. And with regard to 
Chrift’s refurrection, did he not certainly know, 
whether he faw our Lord again and again; and 
whether he handled his body, that he might be 
fure it was not a mere phantom? WKat one 
circumftance of his life could he certainly 
know, if he were miftaken in this ? 
Dip not Luke know, whether he was in the . 
fhip with Paul, when that extraordinary wreck | 
happened, by which they were thrown afhore 
on the ifland of Malta? Did he not know, 
whether while they were lodged together in 
the governor’s houfe, Paul miraculouily healed 
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one of the family, and many other difeafed 
perfons in the ifland, as he pofitively afferts that 
he did (1)? rot att Tah 
Din not Paul tertainly-know, whether Chrift 
appeared to him on the, way: to Damafcus, or 
not ?. whether he was blind, and afterwards on 
the prayer of a ‘fellow-difciple received his 
fight? or was that a‘ circumftance, in which 
there could be room for miftake ? Did he not 
know, whether he received fuch extrordinary 
yevelations, and extraordinary powers, as to be 
able, by the impofition of his hands, or by the 
words of his mouth, to work miracles, and even 
to convey {upernatural endowments to others? 
To add no more, did not Peter know,;. whe- 
ther he faw the glory of Chrift’s transhguration, 
and heard that voice to'which he fo exprefsly 
refers, when he fays in the text, “ We have not 
followed cunningly devifed fables,——=but were 
eye-witnefles of his majefty,———when. there 
came fuch a voice to him; and this, voice we 
heard” (m). aot: hoe 
Now Matthew, John, Luke, Paul, and Peter, 
are by far the moft. confiderable writers of the 
New Teftament; and I am fure, when you re- 
fle&t on thefe particulars, you muft own, that 
there aré few hiftorians, ancient or modern, that 
could fo certainly judge of the truth of the facts’ 
they have related. ou may pemnap think, I 
have cnlarged too much in ftating f -a cate: 
But you will pleafe to remember, itis the foun- 
dation of the whole argument ; and that. this 
branch of it alone cuts off infidels from that re~ 
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fuge, which I believe they would «generally 
chufe, that of pleading she‘ apoitles were en- 
thufialts; and: leaves them filent, unlefs they 
will fay they were impoftors: For you evident- 
ly fee, that could we iuppofe thefe faéts to be 
jalfe, they could by no ‘means pretend an in- 
‘yoluntary iniftake, but muft, in the moft crimi- 
nal and aggravated fenfe, as Paul himfeif ex- 
-prefies it, be found falfe witnefles of God (n.) 
But how reafonable it would be to charge them 
them with fo notorious a crime, will in part ap- 
pear, if we confider, : 

2: ** Tar the character of'thefe writers, fo faras we car 
judge, by their works, feems to render them worthy of 
regard, and leaves no room to imagine they intended to 

. deceive, us.”’ 

‘I statx not ftay:to fhew at large, that they 
appear to have been: perfons of natural fenfe, 
and at the time of their writing, of a ¢ompofed 
mind; for I verily believe, no man that ever 
read the New Teitament with attention, could 
believe they were ideots or madmen. Let the 
difcourfes of Chrift in the evangelifts, of Peter 
and Paul in the Acts, as well as many paflages 
in the epiftles be perufed ; and I will venture to 
fay, he who is not charmed with them, muttbe 
a ftranger to all the juiteft rules of polite criti- 
cifm: But he who fulpects, that the writers 
wanted common fenfe, muit himfelf be.moft 
evidently deititute of it; and he who can ful- 
pect, they might poilibly be diftraéted, mutt 
himielf, in this initance at leaft, be juft as mad 
4s he imagines them to have been. 
he age. nor Gor. xv. 5, 
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Ir was neceflary however juft to touch upon 
this; becaufe, unlefs we are fatisfied, that a 
perfon be himfelf in what he writes, we cannot 
pretend to determine his charaéter from his 
writings. Having premifed this, I mutt intreat 
you, as you peruie the New Teftament, to ob- 
derve what evident marks it bears, of fimplicity 
and integrity, of piety and benevolence ; which 
‘when you have ebferved, you will find them 
pleading the caufe of its authors, with a refift- 
jefs, though a gentle eloquence; and powerfully 
perfuading the mind, that men who were capa- 
ble of writing fo excellently well, are not, with- 
out the ftrongeft evidence, to be fufpected of 
acting fo deteftably ill, as we muft fuppofe they 
did, if in this folemn manner, they were carry- 
ing on an impofture, in fuch circumitances as 
attended the cafe before us. For,  ~ 
_ (1.) THe manner in which they tell their a- 
mazing ftory, is moft happily adapted to gain 
our belief. For as they tell it with a great de- 
_ tail of circumftances, which would by no means 
be prudent in legendary writers, bécaufe it leaves 
fo much the more room for confutation; fo they 

alfo do it in the moft eafy and natural manner. 
‘There is no air of declamation, and harangue ; 
‘nothing that looks like artifice and defign: No 
apologies, no encomiums, no characters, no re- 
flections, no digreflions : But the faéts are re- 
counted with great fimplicity,juft as they feem 
to have happened; and thoie faéts are Jeft to 
{peak for themfelves, and their great author. 
‘It ts plain, that the reft of thefe writers, as well 
-as the apoftle Paul, did not affe&t excellency of 
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fpeech, or flights of eloquence, (as the ‘phrafe 
fignifies), but determined to know nothing, tho’ 
amongit the moft learned and polite, fave Jefus 
Chriit, even-him that was crucified (0): A con- 
)duct, that is the more to be admired, when we 
confider how extraordinary a theme theirs was, 
aud with what abundant variety of moft pathe- 
tic declamation it would eafily have furnifhed 
any common writer; fo that one would really 
wonder, how they could forbear it. But they 
nightly judged, that a vain affectation of orna- 
ment, when recording fuch a ftory as of their 
‘own knowledge, might perhaps have brought 
their fincerityinto queftion, and fo have ren- 
dered the crofs of Cnriit of none effect (p.) 
(2.) Tere integrity does likewife evidently 
appear in the freedom with which they mention 
thoie circum{tances, which might have expofed 
their maiter and themfelves to the greateft con- 
tempt, amongft prejudiced and inconfiderate 
men; fuch'as they knew they mutt generally 
expect to meet with.—As to their maiter, they 
{cruple not to own, that his country was infa~ 
mous (q), his birth and education mean (r), and 
his life.indigent (s»3 that he was moft difdain- 
fully rejected by the rulers (t), and accufed of 
fabbath-breaking (u), blafphemy (w), and fedi- 
tion (x); that he was reviled by the populace, 
as a debauchee (y); a lunatic (z), anda demo~ 
o 1Gor ii 1,2. pxCor.i, 17.  !q Johni. qs, 46. 
vis. 52. r Luke it. 4---7. Mat, xiii. 55. Mark vi. 3. 
§ Mat. viii. 20. Luke viii. 3.  t John vil.48. 1 Cor. 


ii. 8. a Johny.16, — ix. 16. ‘ w Mat. ix. 3. xxv. 65, 
Jotitsy 31—36. x Luke xxiti. 2. John ux. 12. ‘y Maty 
a. 19° Luke vii. 34. 2 John x29, 
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niac (a); and at laft, by the united rage of both 
rulers and people, was publicly’ executed as the 
vileft of malefactors, with all imaginable cir- 
cumftances of ignominy, fcorn and abhorrence 
(b): Nor do~they fcruple to‘own, that’ terror 
and diftrefs of fpirit into which he was thrown 
by his fufferings (c), though this was a circum- 
dtance at which fome of the heathens took the 
greateft offence, as utterly unworthy fo excel- 
dent and divine a perfon.—As to themfelves, the 
apoftles readily confefs, not only: the meannefs 
of their original employments (d), and the fean- 
dals of their former life (e); but their prejudi- 
ces, their follies, and their faults, after Chrift 
‘had honoured them with fo holy a calling; 
“'They acknowledge their flowneis of apprehen- 
Sion under fo excellent a teacher (f), their unbe- 
lief, (g), their cowardice (h*, their ambition (i), 
their rafh zeal (k), and their foolith contentions 
al). So that on the whole, they feem every 
where to forget, that they aré writing of them- 
felves, and appear not at all folicitous about their 
own reputation, but only that they might re- 
prefent the matter juft as it was, whether they 
went through honour or difhonour, through 


a John vii. 20. viii. 48. b. Mat. xxvii. 324-44. .¢ Mat, 
xxvi, 38. Luke xxii. 44 Mat. xxvil. 46. d Mat. iv. 18-+- 
21. _,Luke v. 10. e€ Mat. ix.9, %.3. Luke v, 8. Acts 
xxii. 4, 5. xxviirr. 1 Tim, i. 33,15. <f Mark ix. 324 
Luke ix. 45. xviii. 34. Mat. xvi. 22. 23. Mat. vill, 26, 
xvii, 20. Mark. xvi. 14. Luke xxiv. 25. Nees: 24~-27- 
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-evil report or good report (m). Nor is this all; 
fox sep 
(3-) Ir is certain, that there are in their writ- 
ings the moft genuine traces, not only of a plain 
and honeft, but a moft pious and devout, a moft 
benevolent and generous difpofition. 'Thefe ap- 
pear efpecially in the epiftolary parts of the New 
"‘Teftament, where indeed we f{hould moft rea- 
fonably expect to find them: And _ of thefe I 
may confidently affirm, that the greater progrefs 
any one has made, in love to Ged (n), in zeal 
for his glory (0), in a compailionate and gene- 
rous concern for the prefent and future happi- 
nefs of mankind (p); the more humble (q), and 
candid (r), and temperate, (s), and pure (t) he 
is; the more ardently he loves truth, and the 
more iteadily he is determined to fuffer the 
greatest extremity in its defence (u); in a word 
the more his heart is weaned from the prefent 
world (w), and the more it is fired with the 
profpects of a glorious immortality (x); the 
m 2Cof. vi. 8. n 1 Cor. viii. 3. Tit. iii. 4---7 1 John 
av. 16-—21.‘v. I---3. _o@ Rom. vi. 31, 13. XLT.) XIV. 7, 
Sete ot.20." 5%, 3%: 2 Cor iv. 15, Tet. iv; 11, 
p Acts. xx. 20, 21, 31---35. xXxvi. 29. ' Rom. ix. 1---3. 
xiii. $---10. xv.'1,2. 1 Cor, x724. 2 Cor. xii. rg. Cal. 
wi. to. Phil. ii: 4. 1 Theff.ii., 8,11, 12. «1 Tim, ii. rt. 
gq Rom, xii. 3, 16. 1 Cor. xv. 9,10. Eph. iii. 8. Col. iii. 
Tween ite, 135.75. 7 Pet.cv. ig. r Rom xiv. 3, 10, 
"23,19. XV. 1,2. 1 Cor. Vili. 9---13. xiii. 4+--7. Gal. 
Vv. 22. s Rom. xiii. 13, 14. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Gal. v. 24. 
Col. iii. 5 2 Pet. i. 6. _t2 Cor, vii. r. ~ Phil. iv. 8. 
a Phefl. 3v.3,.4-.... 2 Tim. ii. 21..: -Heb..x.. 22... sii, 14. 
Jamesi.27. 1 John iii. 3. uu Acts xx. a4. 2 Cor. i, 12. 
iv, 2. xii. 8. Phil. ii.17,18. «2 Tim.iv. 7. = w 2 Cor. 
iv. 18, Gal. vi 14- Phil. iv. 11, 12. Col, iii, 2. 1 Tim. 
yi. 6, fo. a Tim. ii,.3, 4. 1 John-li. 15,16. , x 2 Conv. 
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more pleafure will‘he take in reading thofe writ- 
ings, the more will. he relifh- the ipirit which 
dticovers itfelf in them, and find, that as face 
anfwers to face in water, fo do the traces of 
piety and goodnefs, which appear there, anfwer 
to thofe which a good man feels in his own 
foul. Nay, I will add, that the warm and ge- 
nuine workings of that excellent and-holy tem- 
per, which every where difcovers itielf in the 
New Testament, have for many ages been the 
mpst effectual means of fpreading a fpirit of 
virtue and piety in the world; and what of it 
is to be found in thefe, degenerate days, feems 
principally owing to thefe incomparable and 

‘ truly divine writings: ~ was Bes Lhe 
( Wuere then there are fuch. genuine marks 
of an excellent character, not only in laboured 
difcourfes, but in epistolary writings, and thofe 
fometimes addreffed to particular and intimate 
friends, to whom the mind naturally opens itielf 
_ with the greatest freedom, furely no candid and 
equitable judge would lightly believe them, to 
be all counterfeit; or would imagine, without 
strong proof, that perfons wha breathe fuch ex- 
alted. fentiments ot virtue and piety, thould be 
guilty of any notorious .wiekednefs: And in 
proportion to the degree of enormity and ag~ 
gravation attending fuch a fuppofed ¢rime, it 
1-..8.  Phil.i. 21---23. 2 Tim. i. 12. iv. 82" wit. ii. 33.4 
N. B. Thofe who are acquainted with the New Testa- 
ment will know, that this is but'a fmall fpecimen of the text 
which might eafily be collected on each of thefe heads: Yet 
were the energy of thefe few attentively confidered, I cannot 
but think, thatevery well. difpofed:mind would be deeply 
struck, and poweérfully-convinced by thea, pj ns 4 
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may justly be expected, that the evidence of 
their having really committed it, fhould be un- 
aniwetably strong and convincing. 

Now it is-moft certain, on the principles laid 
detert above, that if the teftimony of the apo- 
itlés was falfe, they mufi have acted as. deteita- 
ble and villainous a part, as one can eafily con- 
ceive. ‘To be found (as the apoftle with his 
ufual energy expreffes it), falfe witnefles of God 
(y), in any fingle inftance, and folemnly to de- 
clare him miraculoufly to have done, what-we 
know in our own confciences was never done 
at all, would be an audacious degree of impiety, 
to which none but the moft abandoned of man- 
kind could arrive. Yet, if the teftimony of the 
apottles was falfe, as we have proved they could _ 
not be themfelves miftaken in it, this muft have 
been their conduct, and that, not in one fingle 
infiance only, but in a thoufand. ‘Their life 
muft, in effect, be one continued and perpetual 
fcene of perjury; and all the moft folemn ac- 
tions of it, (in which they were {peaking to God, 
or fpeaking of him as the God and Father of 
Chriit, from whom they received their miflion 
and powers), muft be a moft profane and daring 
infult on all the acknowledged perfecinas of 
his nature. 

Anp the inhumanity of fuch a condu@ would, 
‘on the whole, have been equal to its impiety : 
For it was deceiving men in their moft impor- 
‘tant interefts, and perfuading them to venture 
their whole future happinefs on the power and 
ey of one, whom on this fuppofition, they 
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knew to have beenan impoftor, and juitly to 
have fuifered a capitah punilbment for his 
_ crimes. 1 CSOSA ae Sr) 7 a 
Ir would have been great guilt, to have given 
the hearts and .devotions of men fo wrong a 
rurn, even though they had’ found magiltrates 
ready td éfpoule and eftablifh, yea, and to in- 
force’ the religion they taught. © But to labour 
tO propagate ic in the midit of the molt vigo-s 
rous and -fevere oppofitign from them, muil ¢- 
qually“inhance the guilt, and folly of the un- 
dertaking : For by thismeans they made them- 
felves acceffury to the ruin of thoutatids ; and all 
the calamities, which fellomifuch profelytes,.or 
even on their remoteft defcendants, for the fake 
of chriftianity, would: be in a great meafure 
chargeable on thefe firlt preachers of it. ‘The 
blood of honelt, yea, ‘and (fuppofing them, as 
you mutt, to have been involuntarily deceived), 
‘of pious, worthy, and:heroie perfons, who might 
otherwife have been the greatett bleflings to the 
public, would, in effect, be crying for venge- 
ance againft them ;~and the diftrefies of the wi- 
dows and orphans, which thofe martyrs might 
leave behind them, would joi to iwell the ac- 
count. + me 
So that on the whole, the guilt of thofe ma- 
lefactors, who are from time to time the victims 
of public justice, even for robbery, murder, or 
freafon, is fmall, when compared with thac 
which we have now been fuppofing : And cor- 
rupt as human nature is, it appears to: me_ut- 
‘terly improbable, that twelve nagar le 
found, I will not‘fay, inone little mation, but 
yaa ccs?) 
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‘ven on the whole face of the earth, who could 
ne capable of entering.into fo black a confede- 
‘acy, on any terms whatfoever. 

, AND now, in this view of the cafe make a 

‘Stious paufe, and compare with it, what we 
uave Just been faying of the eharacter of the 
‘postles of Jefus, fo far as an indifferent perfon 
‘ould conjecture it from their writings; and 
men fay, whether you can in your hearts be~ 
eve them “to have been thefe abandoned 
wretches, at once the reproach and astonifhment 
‘f mankind? You. cannot turely believe fuch 
hings of any; and much lefs of them, unlefs 
t fhall appear, they were in fome peculiar cir- 
‘umstances of strong, temptation; and. what 
hofe circumstances could be, it is difficult even 
or imagination to conceive, 

Bor history is fo far from fuggefting any un- 
hought-of fact to help our imagination on this 
iead, that it bears ftrongly the contrary: way ; 
nd hardly any part of my work is eafier, than 
o-fhew,]. : 

3. “ Tuar they were urider no’ temptation to forge a 
story of this kind, or to-publifh it to the world, knowing 
it to be falfe.” 

Tuey could reafonably expeét no gain, no 
eputation by it: But on the contrary, fuppoi- 
ng it an impoitture, they muft, with the moft 
tdinary fhare of prudence, have forefeen in- 
imy and ruin, as the ‘certain confequences of 
ttempting it. For the grand foundation of 
heir icheme was, that Jefus of Nazareth, who 
‘as crucified at Jerufalem by the Jewith rulers. 
vas the-Son of God, and the Lord of all things, 


4 
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I appeal to your confciences, whether this looks 
at all like the contrivance of artful and defign- 
ing men. It was evidently charging upon the 
princes of their country the moft criminal: and 
aggravated murder; indeed, all things confi- 
dered, the moit enormous aét of wickednefs, 
which the fun had ever feen. They might 
therefore depend upon it, that thefe rulers 
would immediately employ all their art and 
power, to confute their teftimony, and to de- 
{troy their perfons. Accordingly one of them 
was prefently stoned (z), and another quickly 
after beheaded (a); and most of the rest were 
{cattered abroad into strange cities (b), where 
they would be fure' to be received with great 
prejudices raifed against them amongst the Jews 
. by reports from » Jerufalem**, and vastly 


f 


z Acts vii,59, a Acts xii, 2, b Acts yiii, 1, 4, Xi. 19. 
+ [Ido not here mention Philo Judgeus, as {peaking ot 
of ‘an embafly fent from the Jews in his early ‘days, to 
their brethern in all parts of the world exhorting them to 
refist the progrefs. of Cliristianity.” For though Bithop 
Atterbury afferts, that there js fach a pabke, (Serm. Vol. 
I. page 117,) I have ever been able to find, or to hear oi 
it; and therefore am ready to bélieve, it was a very pardon. 
able flip of his Lordthip’s memory, and that the paffage he 
intended to refer to,.was a very celebrated and important 
one in Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with rrypho the Jew, in 
which he exprefsly afferts fach a fact in a manner which 
his integrity and good fenfe would never have permitted, hac 
he not certainly known it be true: For he addveffes the 
learned. Jew, with whom he was difputing, ini thefe memo. 
rable werds, ‘“* You were fo far from Trepenting of the crime 
you had committed, (in crucifying Christ), Ghat you fen: 
_chofen men of the most distinguifhed chara¢ter all over the 
world, reprefenting the christians as an atheistical fe@, anc 
' charging us with thofe things which ‘the t heathen: 
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strengthened by the expectations of a temporal 
Mefhah; expectations, which, as the apostles 
knew by their own experience, it was exceed- 
ang difficult to root out of men’s minds; ex- 
pectations, which would render the doétrine of 
Christ crucified, an infeparable stumbling-block 
to the Jews (c). 
_ Nor could they expeét a much better recep- 
tion amongst the Gentiles; with whom their 
bufinefs was, to perfuade them to renounce the 
gods of their ancestors, and to depend oma per- 
fon who had died the death of a melafactor 
and a flave; to perfuade them to forego the 
pompous idolatries in which they had been edu- 
cated, and all the fenfual indulgences with 
which their religion, (if it might be called a ree 
ligion,) was attended, to worihip one invifible 
God through one Mediator, in the most plain 
and fimple manner; and to receive a fet of 
precepts, most directly calculated to controul 
and restrain, not only the enormities of men’s | 
aétions, but the irregularities of their hearts. 
A most difficult undertaking! And to engage 
them to this, they had no other arguments to 
bring, but fuch as were taken from the views 
of an invifible state of happinefs, or milery, of 
which they ailerted their crucified Jefus to be _ 
-he fupreme difpofer ; wlio fhould another day 
bje&t againft us.” Juitin. Mart. Dialog. cum Tryph. pag’ 
\9t. Thirlb.---Eufebius, and Origen, have both mentioned 
he fame fact, which is in itlelf very probable ; amyl there 
tay, pofitbly be fome reference to it, Acts xxviii. 22. where 
he Jews at Rome fay, “ As concerning this fect (of Christi- 
pity), we know that it is every where fpoken againtt.] 
| 3 Cor. 1, 23. 
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' difpenfe his blefings, or his vengeante, as the” 
gotpel had been’ embraced, or rejected. Now 
could it be imagined, that men would eafily be 
perfuaded, merely on the credit of their affir-. 
mation, or in compliance with their importu- 
nity, to believe things which to their prejudi- 
ced minds would appear fo improbable, and to 
fubmit to impofitions, to their corrupt inclina- 
tions fo infupportable ?. And if they could not 
perfuade them to it, what could the Apofties 
then expect ? What, but to be infulted as fools 
or madmen, by one fort of people; and by a- 
nother, to be perfecuted with the molt favage 
and outrageous cruelty, as blafphemers of the 
~’ Gods, as feducers of the people, and as difturbers 
of the public peace? All which we know ac- 
cordingly happened a Nay, they affure'us, 
that their Lord had often warned them of it (€)5 
and that they themfelves expected it (f), and 
thought it neceffary to admonith their followers 
to expect it too (g) ; and it appears, that far from 
drawing back upon that account, as they would 
farely have done if.they had been governed by 


d [Compare Acts v. 40. . Vii. 545 58, Vile TY. 1X. 1, 2. 
AXVi. 10, 11..” ix. 23, 24. Xie T—-eAe ene §0- Rtv. 5, 19s 
Xvi. 19---24. XvVil. §---8! Nii. 12, Py aMe Ge | XI. 27, 
28. xxii. 22.' xxiii. 14. all which texts relate to. the per- 
fecutions of the Chriftians, either by, Jews or Gentiles: And 
compare all the {criptures cited in the laf& note on this 
Sermen.] , PAD Wee, ie 

e Mat. x, 16---2¢, xxiii. 34. Mark §, 20, 30,30. Luke 
xiv. 27." xxi. 12, 17. John xv. 20, 2% | Xwis 2---33. xxi, 
18 19. Acts ixs16. f Ais Xx. 23, 24. xxi. 1 Cor, 
‘iv. 9. 2Cor. xii.ro. 1 Theff ii. 3-4. 2 Tim. iv. 6, 
g Adts xiv. 22. 2 Tim. iit, 12. iv. 6 J 
% Pet. ii, 20, 214 iv. I, 12-16. ¥. De oD 
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fecular motives, they become fo much the more 
zealous and courageous, and encouraged each 
other to refift even to blood (h).—Now as. this 
is a great evidence of the integrity and piety of 
‘their charaéter, and thus iluftrates the former 
head; fo it ferves to the purpofe now immediate- 
ly in view, that is, it proves how improbable it 
is, that any peffon of common fenfe fhould 
engage in an Impofture, from which (as many 
have juftly obferved,) they could, on their own 
‘principles, have nothing to expect, but ruin in 
ythis world, and damnation in the next. When 
therefore we confider, and compare their charac- 
ter, and their circumi{tances, it appears. utterly 
improbable on various accounts, that they would 
have attempted in this article to impofe upon the 
world. But fuppofe, that in confequence of 
fome unaccountable, as well as undifcoverable 
frenzy, they had ventured on the attempt, it is 
eafytofhew, — 

4- *Tuat humanly fpeaking, they must quickly have 
perithed in it, and their foolifh caufe must have died 
with them, without ever gaining any credit in the 
world.” 

OnE may venture to fay this in general, on the 

principles which I before laid dowi : but it ap- 
pears {till more evident, when we confider the 
nature of the fact they afferted, in conjunftion 
with the methods -they took to engage men to 
believe it: methods, which had the Apoftles been 
Impotters, muft have had the most direét 
tendency to ruin both their {cheme and them- 
felves. . 

Cea h Heb. xii. 4. 
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(1). Let us a little more particularly reflect 
on the nature of that grand fact, the death, refur- 
rection, and exaltation of Chrift; which, ast 
obferved, was the great foundation of the 
chriftian fcheme, as firft exhibited by the 
 Apoftles.—'The refurreétion of a dead man 
and his afcenfion’ into, and abode in the upper 
world, was fo ftrange a-thing, that a thoufand- 
objections would immediately be raifed againft 
it; and fome extraordinaty proof would juftly 
be required as a balance to them. “Now | with 
the rejeéters of the gofpel would fet themfelves 
to invent fome hypothefis, which fhould have 
any appearance of probability,-to fhew how fuch 
an amazing ftory {hould ever gain credit in the, 
world, if it had not fome very convincing proof. 
Where, and when, could it firft begin to be 
received ? Was it in the fame, or a fucceeding 
age? Was it at Jerufalem, the fpot of ground 
n which it is faid to have happened, or im 
reece, or Italy, or Afia, or Africa ? You ma 
change the fcene, and the time, as you pleafe, 
but you cannot change the difficulty. _ 
' Taxe it in a parallel inftanee, Suppofe 
twelve men in London were now to affirm, that 
a perfon executed there as a malefactor in a 
public manner, a month, or fix weeks ago, or ce 
you pleafe, a year, or five, or ten years fince, 
Bs it is much the fame), was a prophet fent 
rom God with extraordinary. powers, that he 
was raifed from the dead, that they converfed 
with him after his revival, and at aft faw-him 
taken up into heaven: would their united 
teftimony make them be believed there —— 
/ ce Pe aol % 
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Or fuppofe them, if you pleafe, to difperfe, and 
that one or two of them fhould come hither, and 
‘go on to more diftant places, fuppofe Leicefter, 
‘Nottingham, or York, and tell their ftory there ; 
and that others were to carry it over to Paris, 
or Amfterdam, or to Vienna, or Madrid: could 
they expeét any more credit with us, or with 
them ; or hope for any thing bettgr, than to be 
looked upon as lunatics, and treated as fuch? 
«~—And if they fhould go into other places, 

and attempt to mend their fcheme, by faying 
‘their mafter was put to death 100, or 200 years 

ago, when there could be no hiftorical evidence, 
of it difcovered, and no proof given but their 
own confident aflertion : would they remove, or 
would they not rather increate, the difficulty ? 
—Or would they, in any of thefe cafes, gain 
credit by the moft dextrous tricks of legerder- 
main, of which you can fuppofe them matters ? 
Efpecially if they fhould undertake, in confe- 
quence of fuch iuppofed facts, to engage men 
to renounce the religion in which they had been 
educated; to deny themfelves in their deareft 
paflions, and moft important worldly interefts ; 
and even; probably, to hazard their liberties and 
their lives, in dependance on a future reward, 
to be received in a place and flate, which no 
‘man living on earth had ever ‘een or known ? 
‘You would readily allow this to be an infuppo- 
fable cafe: and why fhould you fuppofe it to 
have happened fixteen or feventeen hundred 
years ago? you may aflure yourfelves, that the 
‘reafon, and the ae of mankind, were then 
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as ftrong, as they are stow. —But det us a te 
more particularly confider, — : 

(2 ) ‘THe ‘manner, in wiaels a Ap ane 
undertook to prove the truth of their Nalatheg 
torthis fact; and it will evidently appear, that 
inftead of confirming their fcheme, it muft have 
been fufficient utterly to have overthrown it, 
had it been igfelf the moft probable impofture 
that the wit.of man could ever have contrived. 
—You know, .they did not merely aflert, that 
they had feen miracles wrought by'this Jefus, 
but that he had endowed themfelves' with a 
variety of miraculous powers. “And thefe they 
undertook to difplay, not in fuch idle and ufe- 
lefs tricks as fleight of hand might perform, but | 
in fuch folid and important works,:as appeared _ 
worthy a divine interpofition, and entirely sngaet 
rior to human power: reftoring, as they pretend 
fight to the blind, foundnef& to lepers ‘activity 
to the lame, and in fome inftances, life to 
dead. Nor were thefe things undertaken in a 
corner, in a-circle of friends, or dependants 5 
nor were they faid-to be wrought on. fuch, as 
might be fufpected. of being confederates in 
the fraud: but they were done* often in the 
public ftreets, in the fight of enemies, on the 
perfons of fuch, as. were utter ftrangers to. the 
Apoftles, but fometimes well known to tei, ‘h- 
bours and fpectators, as having Ie ou 
under thefe calamities, to human 
incurable (i). Would impoftors have 
pretenfions as thefe Or if they had, 
not immediately have been expafed at 
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_ Nor is there any room at all to obje, that, 
perhaps the Apoftles might not undertake.to do 
thefe things on the f{pot, but only -affert they 
ad done them elfewhere: for even then, it 
‘would have been impoflible they fhould have 
‘gained credit; and they would have feemed the 
lefs credible, on account of fuch a pretence. 
‘Whatever appearances there might have been 
of gravity, integrity and piety, in the convesfa- | 
tion of Peter, (for inftance), very few, efpecially 
few that had known but little of him, would 
jhave taken it upon his word, that he faw Jefus. 
raife Lazarus from the dead, at Bethany: 
but fewer yet would have believed it upon 
his affirmation, had it been ever {6 folemn, 
that he had himfelf raifed Dorcas at Joppa; \ 
urilefs he had done fome extraordinary work 
before them, correfpondent at leaft, if not 
equal tothat. You will eafily think of invinci- 
ble objetions, whrich otherwife might have been 
made; and undoubtedly, the more fuch afler- 
tions have been multiplied, every new perfon, 
‘and fcene, and faét, had been an additional ad- 
vantage given to the enemy, to have detected 
sand confuted the whole scheme, which Peter 
and his aflociates had’ thus endeavoured to 
eftablith. . att ees . . 
. Bur to come itil clofer to the point : If the 
New Teftament be genuine, (as 1 have already 
proved it), then it is certain, that the Apoftles 
, end to have wrought miracles in the very 
“prefence of thofe, to whom their writings were | 
2 Ree Nas - 
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addreffed ; nay more, they profefs likewife to 
have conferred: thofe miraculous gifts, in fome 
confiderable degrees, on others (k), even on the 
very perfons to whom they write 5 and they ap= 
peal to their confciences as to the truth of it. 
And could there -pofhbly be room for delufion 
here? It is exceedingly remarkable to this pur- 
pofe, that Paul makes this appeal to the Corin- 
thians (l', and Galatians! (m), when there were 
amongit them fome perfons difaffected to him, 
who were taking all opportunities to fink his 
character, and deftroy his influence : and could 
they have wifhed for a better opportunity, than 
fuch an appeal? An appeal, which, had not the 
fact it fuppofed been certain, far from recover- | 
ing thofe that were wavering in their'efteem, 
mutt have been fufficient utterly to difguft his 
moft cordial and fteady friends. And the 
fame remark may be appplied to the advices and 
reproofs, which the Apoftle there gives, relating 
_to the ufe and abufe of their fpiritual its (n); 
which had been moit notorioufly abiurd, and 
even ridiculous, had-not the chriftians to whom 
he wrote, been really poffefled of them.. And 
thefe gifts were fo plainly fupernatural, that 
(as it has often been obferved), if it be allowed, 
that miracies cdén prove a divine revelation, and 
that the firft epiftle tothe Corinthians be genuine, 
(of which, by the way, there is at least as preg- 
nant evidence, as that any part of the: New 
. { 
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- Testament is fo*), then it follows by a fure and 
eafy confequence, that christianity is true. 
Neverthelefs other arguments are not to be for- 
4 got in this furvey. —— And therefore, as I have 
proved under this head, that had the testimony 
of the Apostles been falfe, it is not to be imagin- 
ed, that they could have gained credit at all; 
and efpecially, when they had put the proof of 
their caufe on fuch a footing, as we are fure 
they did; I.am now to fhew you, 
' 5. “ THar it is certain in fact, that the Apostles did gain 
4 early credit, and fucceeded in a most wonderful man- 
ner ;” from whence it will follow, that their testimony 
was true. 

Tuat the Apostles did indeed gain credit in 
the world, is evident, from. what 1 before offer- 
ed to prove the early prevalence of christianity 
in it ; and may farther be confirmed, from many 
paflages in the New Testament. And here, I 
infist not fo much on exprefs historical testimo- 
nies, thougli fome of them are very remarkable; 
efpecially that of the brethren at Jerufalem, who 
{peak of many myriads of believing Jews affem- 
bled at the feast of pentecost (0). But I argue 
from the epiftles written to feveral churches, 
which plainly prove, that there were congréga- 
tions of christians in Rome, Corinth, Ephetus, 
‘Coloffe, Theffalonica, Philippi, Laodicea (p), 

% I cannot but look upon it as a kind and remarkable 
providence to this purpofe, that there is ftill,extant an epiftle 
of Clemens Romanus to the church at Corinth, probably’ 
written before the year of Chrift 70, in which he plainly re- 
fers to 1 Cor. i. 12. in what he cites *+ an epjitle of Paul 
written to them by the Spirit’at his firlt preaching the gofs 

_ pelamong them.” Clem. Epift 1. ad. Cor. §..47. 
© Acts xzi. 20. p Col iv. 16, 
’ Ns 
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Smyrna, Pergamos, "Thyatira,’ Sardis; Phila- 

delphia, \q), Crete (t\, Pontus, Galatia, Cappa~_ 
» docia, Afia, and Bithynia Os and many other 
places; in jonuch that one of the Apostles could 

fay, that Christ had fo wrought by hitn, ‘to make 

the Gentiles obedient, not only in word or pro= 
féfion, but in deed too, that from Jerufalem, 
even round about ipto Ilyricum, he had tally 

préached ‘the sofpel of Christyt), orvas-the word 

imports, had “accomplift ied the purpofes of it. 

And there is a great deabof reafon, both from 
the nature of the thing, and from the tesimony - 
of ancient history +, to believé, that others of 
the Apostles had confiderable fionets elfewhere : 

fo that Paul might wath reafon apply to them 

and their do@ring e, what ts originally. oken of. 
the luminaries of heaven andthe instru ion they 

communicate, their line is gone out through ail 
the earth, and their words to the ends of the 
‘world (u).. 

So great was the number a bers who were 
profelyted to christianity by the p 
the Apostles: and we have all i image 
to believe, that there were none “of al efe pro- | 
‘felytes, but what were fully perfuade soa the 


mary pericutin, which, brome wety infancy of 
a Sm: ; 
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eloquence to enchant them (w) son the contrary 
all theie were in a powerful manner pleading 
“against the Aposiles: yet their testimony was 
t received, and their new converts were fo 
‘thoroughly fatisfied with the evidence which 
‘they gave them..of their .miffion, that they 
encountered great perfecutions, and chearfuily 
‘ventured: eftate, liberty and life itfelf, on the 
truth of the facts they aflerted; as plainly ap- 
pears from many paflages in the epittles, which 
‘none can think the Apoftles would nave.ever 
writ, if the/e firft chriftians had not been in a 
perfecuted condition (x). 
Nor will it fignify any thing to object, that 
moit of thefe converts were perfons ot a low 


' 


rank, and ordinary education, who therefore - 


might be more eaifily impofed upon than others ; 
for (not to mention Sergius Paulus, Dionytius 
the Areopagite, or the dometticks of Celar’s 
houfhold, with others of fuperior itations in lite), 
it is fufficient ‘to remind you, that, as I have 
largely thewn, the Apoftles-did not put their 
-eaufe on the iflue ot laboured arguments, in 
which the populace miglit quickly hawe been 
enta:igled and loft, but’ on fuch plain facts, \as 
‘ 7 


prevailed there, was more than an equivalent for any advan- 
‘tage, which the poareft of the people could gain by 1. i did 
not therefore think it neceffary to mention it. 

w 1 Cor. i, 17. ii. 1, 4, 13. 2 Cok. x. to. xi. 6. x Rom. 
Vili. 36.04 Cor. 1. 11---13. xv, 29---32- 2 Cor. i. 8, 9.av, 3 
e--Et. Vi. 4, 5, 9- Xi 23---27. Gal. vi.i7. Phil. 4. 2$---39, 
a Theff. i. 6. ii. 14,15. 2 Thefl. i. 4---7- 2 Tim.i. 8. a. 
Br 9 12,13 iii tr, 12. Heb, x. 32---34: James ii. 6. v 
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they might judge of as eafily and furely; as any 


others ; indeed, on what they themfelves faw, 


and in part too, on what they felt. 


Now I apprehend, this might be fufficient to 


bring the matter. to: a fatisfaétory conclufion. 
You have feen, that as there is no reafor to 


believe, that the Apoftles, who certainly knew 


the truth, would have attempted a fraud of this 
kind ; fo if they had attempted it, they could 
not poflibly have fucceeded ;—neverthelefs they 
did fuicceed in a very remarkable manner ; 
whence it plainly follows, that what they teftifi- 
ed was true. 

Anp now then, after this, the reafonablenefs 


of receiving the gofpel, on admitting the truth , 


of what they teftified concerning Chrift, is an 


eafy confequence.—Yet fome things are to be © 
offered under this head, which are of caked 


weight, and would uot fo conveniently have 


fallen under any of the former; and fome con- - 


fiderable additional evidence to the truth of 
chriftianity arifes, from what has happened in 
the world, fince its firft propagation. And 


therefore I chufe rather to make a diftiné dif-° 
courfe on thefe, with the improvement of the . 


whole, than to throw together the hints of them, — 


in fo hafty a manner as I muit do, fhould I 
attempt to difpatch the fubject in this difcourfe; 
the juft limits of which I’ have already tranf- 
greffed, left the great chain of the argument 
dJhould be broken. ~ woe) 
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SERMON. X. 


‘Additional Evidences of CHRISTIANITY, and 
Reflections on the whole. 
ee Ooh ie 8 

> 2 Petvi: 16. 
, We have not followed cunningly devifed 


iy Fables. 


As I had before proved the books of the New 
Teftament to be genuine, I proceeded in my laft 
difcourfe, to argue from thence the certain truth 
of the chriftian’ revelation; and we have made 
fome confiderable progrefs in the argument. 
‘THE matter in fhort ftands thus. The au- 
thors of the New ‘leftament certainly knew, 
whether the faéts they aflerted were true, or 
falfe; fo that they could not themfelves be 
deceived :——Neither can we think they would 
attempt to deceive others, fince they appear by 
their manner of writing, to have been perfons 
of great integrity and goodnefs ;——and it is 
likewife evident, they could have no temptation 
bo L agy a fraud of this nature : However, 
uf they had attempted it, we cannot imagine 
they could have gairied credit in the world, if 
e faéts they afferted had not been true :— 
weverthelefs they did gain credit in a very 
kable manner ; from whengg it plainly fol- 
ys, that thofe facts were true—Now. I am to 
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fhew farther, to compleat the proof of our grand 
‘propofition, : > Pe eee ES 
6. “Tuat admitting the faéts which they teftified con- 
cerning Chrift to be true, then it was reafonable for their 
contemporaries, and is reafonable for us, to receive the 

* gofpel which they have tranfmitted to us, as-a divine 

revelation.” ; wy ‘ S2 ae 

THE great thing they afferted was, that Jefus 
was the Chrift, and that he was proyed to be 
{o,—by prophecies accomplifhed in +him,—and 
by miracles wrought by him, and by orhers in 
his name. Let us attend to éach of theie, and 
I am perfuaded we fhall find them no contemp- 
tible arguments ; but mult be forced to acknow- 
ledge, that the premifes being eftablithed, tle 
conclufion moft eafily and negeflarily follows: 
“and this conclufion,, that Jefus is the Chrift, 
taken in all its extent, is an abltraGt of the gofpe! 
revelation, and therefore is fometimes put fox 
the whole of it (a. ee soe 
Tue Apoftles efpecially when difputing with 


Vv. 1.) b AGEs Ue 25-93%. iil, 18-25. 
43+, ae ties), 40, 4t. xvii" 
(a7. exvily aga tS "1 Senate 


, tile of Chriflianity. 231 
ure, fatisfy himfelf, as to the validity of the 
guinent drawn from them, 
Ow’ fearching thefe ancient and important 
“Eecordss-we find, not only in the general, that 
sod intended to raife up for his people an_ 
uftrious deliverer, who, amongtt other giorious 
les, is fometimes called the Meffiah, or the 
jointed ‘one (c): but we are more particularly. 
id, that this great event fhould happen, before 
he government ceafed in the tribe of Judah (d) ; 
while the fecond temple was {landing (e); and 
| littie before its deitruCtion, about 490 years 
iter a conimand given'to rebuild Jerufalem (f); 
ich was probably iffued out in the feventh 
ar of Artaxerxes Longimanus, of at leaft with- 
few years before, or afterit. Itis predi€t- 
that he fhould be the feed-of Abraham (g), 
of a virgin, of the houle of David-th), in 
town of Bethlehem (i); that he fhould be 
inointed with an extraordinary effufion of the 
divine ipirit (k), in virtue of which, he fhould. 
jot only be a perfect and illuitrious example of 
tfal holinefs and” goodnels (1), but ihould 
fo perform many extraordinary and beneficial 
hiracles (m); neverthelefs, that, for want of ex- 
ternal pomp.and {plendour, he thouid. be reject- 
and infulted, by the Jews (n), and at length 
it. off and flain by them (0). It is added, 
he thould arife from the dead before his 
ev fea 
Aes ix. 25,26. Pfal. ii, 2. d Gen. xlix.10. e Hag. 
£ Dan. ix, 25---27.. g Gen. xii. 3. xviii, 13. xxi, 
Wa. vii. 14. Xie Te, “Jere xxii 5,6, 1 Mic. v. 2. 
i. x. Axi, x. 1 Ifa. xiii. a, y. sini. 9. Pfal. xlv. 7. 
xxv.5, 6. 0 Wa, iii, 4---4.. 0 Li, dili. 7---9. 
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body fhould be corrupted in the grave (p); and 
fhould be received,up to heaven, and there feat- 
ed at the right hand of God (q): from whence 
he fhould in a wonderful manner, pour out his 
{pirit on his followers (r) 3; in confequence of 
which, though the body of the Jewith People 
perifhed in their obftinate oppofition to him (s), 
yet, the Gentiles fhould be brought to the know- 
ledge of the true God (t), and a kingdom efta- 
blifhed amongft them, which from fmall begin 
nings fhould fpread itfelf to the ends of the 
earth, and'continue to the remoteft ages (u).° 
 Besipes thefe moft material cireumftances, 
there were feveral others relating to him, het 

were either exprefly foretold, or at leaft hinte 
at; all which, with thofe already mentioned, 
‘hed fo evident an accomplifhment in Jefus, 
‘(allowing the truth of ,the faéts which the 
_ Apoftles teftified concerning him), that we have 
no reafon to wonder, that they thould receive 
the word with all readinefs, who fearched the 
{criptures daily, whether-thefe things were fo 
prediéted, there, as the Apoftles afirmed (w). 
For I am perfuaded, that no wife and religious 
perfon could imagine, that God would permit 
an Impoftor to arife, in whom fe great a variety 
of prediétions, delivered by fo many different 
perfons, and in fomany diftant ages, fhould have 
an exact accomplifhment. =" 7. 3 > 
Dan. ix. 26. p Pfal. xvi. 9, 10. Ifa. xevi- 19, lili. 10--s 
12. q Pfal. xvi. 11. cx. 1. 4 Joelii. 28, 29. s Tifa. vi. 9, 
$0, xxix. 10. xix. 4, 5. Til. 1. Ixv. 2. t Plal. ii, 8. xxii. 
th laxxvi, 9. Tfa. it. 2, 3. Xi. 10. xiii. 4 Se: . xiv. 22. 
X. Gan-12, Maly i £26 / . Dim Bs + ‘Vib 13, 14, 27+ 
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Wuen the Apoftles were preaching to 
heathens, it is indeed true, that they generally 
waved the argument from prophecy, becaufe 
they were not fo capable judges of it : but then 
they infift on another, which might as foon 
captivate their belief, and as juftly vindicate it, 
{ mean, “the miracles pérfotmed by Chrift, 
and thofe commiflioned and influenced by him.” 
Many of thefe were of fuch a nature, as not to 
admit of any artifice or deceit; efpecially, that 
yooft fignal one of his refurrection from the 
dead, eehich I may call a miracle performed by, 
as well as upon Chriit; becaufe he fo expreily 
declares, that he had himfelf a power to refume 


his life at pleafure (x). The Apoftles well . 


knew, this was a fact of fuch a nature, that they 
who believed this, would never doubt of the 
reft: they therefore often fingle this out, and 
lay the whole ftrefs of their caufe upon it (y). 
This they proved to be true, by their own 
teftimony miraculoufly confirmed ; and in prov- 
ing this, they eftablith chriftianity on arrimpreg- 
nable rock. For I may fafely refer it to any of 
you to judge, whether it is an imaginable thing, 
that God ihould raife the dead body of an im- 
pottor; efpecially when he had folemnly appeal- 
ed to fuch a refurreétion, as the grand proof of 
his miffion, and had exprefly fixed the very day 
on which it was to happen (z,. 

I pegsvape mytelf you are convinced by all 


F “x John x. 18. y Aéts'ii. 24---32. lili. 15. iv. 10. v. 30, 
2. X- 49, 4". xiii. 30---39. XVII. 34. XXvi. 23. Rom. x. 9. 
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’ this, that they who on the Apoftles’ teftimony 
believed, that the propheciés of the Old Tefta- 
ment were accomplifhed in Jéfus, and that God 
‘bore witnefs to him by miracles, and raifed him 
from the dead, had abundant reafon to believe, 
that the doétrine which Chrift taught was divine, 
and his gofpel.a-revelation from heaven. “And 
if they had reafon to. admit this conclufion, then 
-it is plain, that we, who have fuch fatisfactory 
evidence, on the one hand, that the teftimony 
of the Apoftles was. credible, and on the other, 
that this was the fubftance of it, have reafon 
alfo to admit this grand inference from it, and 
to embrace-the goipel as a faithful faying, an 
and as well worthy of all acceptation (a). ‘This 
is the thing I was attempting to prove; and here 
I fhould end the argument, were it not for the 
confirmation it mayreceive fromfome additional 
confiderations, which could not properly be in- 
troduced under-any of the preceeding heads. . I 
- add therefore, Ls PME T rie, rei 
- 4. In the laft” place, “ that the truth of. the gofpel ha 
received farther, and very confiderable confirmation, 
from what has happened in the world fince.it was firt 
pablithed.” EGE daplit 
Anp here I muft defire you, more particularly 
to confider,——-on the one hand, what, God ha; 
been doing to eftablith it ;——and on the other, 
the methods which its enemies have been taker 
to deltroy it. - nach lie Be ae 
be | Negi rt 
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the gofpel fince its firft publication,” -, you -will inc 
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it a farther evidence of its divine origin 
* Exucur here argueat large, fromats 
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peahetae ition i in the world ;——from the mi- 
ee: powers, with which not only the 
les, but fucceeding preachers of the gofpel, 
d other converts, were endowed; from the 
accomplifhment of prophecies recorded: i in the | 
New ‘Leitament ; ; aud from the prefervation 
the Jews as a diftinet people, notwithitand- 
the various difficulties and perifecutions 
through which they have pafied. 
T.: particularly urge, in confirmation 
& the truth of Chriftianity, “the wonderful 
efs with which it was attended, and the 
rprizing | propagation of the _gofpel in the 
world.” 
I ave before endeavoured under a former 
head to thew you, that the gofpel met with fo 
favourable a reception in the world, as evident- 
ly proved, that its firit publifhers were capable 
of producing fuch evidence of its truth, as an 
impofture could not admit. _ But now, I carry 
the-remark farther, and affert, that confidering 
the circumftances of the caie, it is amazing that 
even truth itfelf, under fo many difadvantages, 
fhould have fo illuftrious a triumph 5 and that 
its wonderful fucceis does evidently argue fuch 
an extraordinary interpofition of God in ‘its 
four, as may juitly be called a a hae hay 
atteltation to it. 
_THere was not only one of a Bitty’: or two 
a city taken, and brought to Zion (b); but fo 
the Lord haften it in its appointed time, that 
_ bttle: one became a thouland, and a {mall 
ong nation (c). And as the Apottles 
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themfelves were honoured with very remarkable 
fuccefs, fo this divine feed was propagated fo 
faft in the next age, that Pliny teftifies, «he 
found the heathen temples in Achaia, almoft 
deferted* ;” and Tertullian afterwards boatts, 
‘that all places. but thofe temples were filled 
with Chriftians ; fo that were they only to with- 
draw, cities and provinces would be. depopula- 
ted.t” [Nor aid the gofpel only triumph thus 
within the boundaries of the Roman Empire ; 
for long before Tertullian was born, Juftin 
Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, 
which feems to have been written not much 
above 100 years after Christ’s death, declar 
“that there was no nation of men, whether 
Creeks or barbarians, not excepting thofe favages, 
that wandered in clans from one region to: a- 
nother, and had no fixed habitation, who ‘had 
not learnt to offer prayers and thanfgivings to 
the Father and Maker of all, in the name of 
Jefus who was crucified.” ] Se we Ny 
Now how can we account for fuch a fcene as 
this, but by faying, that the hand of the Lord 
was with the first preachers of the gofpel, and 
therefore fuch multitudes mae and turned 
unto.the Lord «d)? How had it beén poffible, 


‘ caffe ;---fuffudiTet dominationem vestram tot amiffio civiam, 
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that fo {mall a fountain fhould prefently have 
fweiled into a mighty river, and even have 
overed the face of the earth, had it not fprung 
rom the fanétuary of God, and been rendered 
taus triumphant by his almighty arm ? 
’ Hap this new religion, fo direétly contrary to 
all the prejudices of education, been contrived to 
foothe mens vices, to aflert their errors, to de- 
fend their fuperstitions, or to promote their 
fecular interests, we mighteafily have accounted 
for its prevalence in the world. Had its 
preachers been very profound Philofophers, or 
polite and fafhionable Orators, many might 
have been charmed, at least for a while, to follow 
them ; or had the Princes and Potentates of the 
earth declared themfelves its patrons, and armed 
their legions for its defence and propagation, 
multitudes might have been terrified into the. 
profeflion, though not a foul could by fuch 
means have been rationally perfuaded to the 
belief of it. But without fome fuch advantages 
4s thefe, we can hardly conceive, how any new 
religion fhould fo strangely prevail; even though 
tt had crept into the world in its darkest ages, 
ind most barbarous countries, and though it had 
yeen gradually propofed in a most artful man- 
ner, with the finest veil induttrioufly drawn over 
“very part, which might at firft have given dil- 
ruft to the beholder. 

' Bur you well know, that the very reverfe of 
Wi this was the cafe here. You know, from 
he apparent conftitution of Chriftianity, that 
: luis and errors, the fuperftitions and interefts 

carnal men would immediately rife up againft 
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it as a moft irreconcileable enemy. You know 
that the learning and wit of the Greeks, and the 
Romans, were early employed to overbear anc 
tidicule it. You know, that as all the herd o 
heathen deities were to be difcarded, the Priefts. 
who fubfifted on that craft, muft in intereft finn 
themfelves obliged to oppofe it. You khow’ 
that the Princes of the earth drew their fwor 
againft it, and armed torments and death fo; 
the deftruction of its followers. And yet you 
fee, that it triumphed over all, though publithed 
in.ages, and places, of the greateft learning anc 
refinement ; and propofed, not iman ornamenta 
and artificial manner, but with the utmoft plai 
nefs : the doctrines of the crofs being alway: 
avowed as its grand fundamentals, though “fi 
notorious a ftumbling-block both to Jews an 
Gentiles (e), (and the abfolute neceffity, no 
only of embracing chriftianity, but alfo <o: 
renouncing all Idol worfhip, being infifted o: 
immediately and in the ftrongeft terms, thoug! 
it muft make the gofpel appear the moft fingula 
and unfociable religion that had ever Leen taugh 
in the world.) Aas | 
Hap one of the wits, or politicians of thef 
ages feen the Apoftles, and a few 6ther plaii 
men, who had been educated amongft the iow 
eft af the people, as moft of the firit teachers’o 
Chriftianity were, gomg out armed with nothin, 
but faith, truth, and goodnefs, to encounter th. 
power of ne 7 e bigotry ot ee th: 
‘ Jearning’o iofophers, the rage of the ’ 
lace, ‘int ate prejudices 2 all Meer coud. 
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have derided the attempt, and faid with S: anballat, — 
what will thefe feeble Jews do (f) ? But had he 
feen the event, furely he muft have owned, with 
€ Egyptian Magi, in a far lefs illuftrious 
iracle, that it was the finger of God (g), and 
Might juftly have fallen on his face, even a- 
‘mongit thofe whom he had infulted, with an 
humble acknowledgment that God was in them 
ofa truth (h). 
» Imicur here farther urge “ thofe miracles, 
which were wrought in confirmation of the 
pte doétrine, for a confiderable time after 
e death of the Apoftles.” . 
i ~ Tue moft fignal, and beft attefted of thefe, 
was the difpofleffion of devils; whom God feems 
have permitted to rage with an unufual 
lence about thofe times, that his fon’s triumph 
wer them might be fo much the more remark- 
“i and that the Old Serpent might be taken 
n his own craftinefs. ‘I doubt not, but many 
of you have heard, that mote than two hundred 
years after the death of Chrift, fome of the moft 
celebrated defenders of the golpel, which the 
church has in any age produced, I mean 
Tertullian*, and Minutius Fcclix}, do not only 
vallenge any of their heathen enemies and per- 
fecutors, to bring them a Demoniack, engaging, 
at othe] hazard ef their lives, to oblige the evil 
fpirit, in the name, and by the authority of 
shrift, to quit his pofleffion ; but do alfo appeal 
9 it, as a fact publicly known, that thofe who 
were agitated es fuch fpirits, {tood terrified, and 
NG, i iv, 2. g. Exod, viii, 10,  h1Cor,xiv,25, 
oe * Tere, Al cap, xvii, ~ + Minut, Foel, cap, xxviir 
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amazed in the prefence of a Chriftian, and that 
their pretended Gods were ‘compelled then to 
- confefs themfelves devils. Se . 
I wave the teftimonies of fome later writers 
of the chriftian church, left the credulity of their 
temper, join’d with the circumstances attending 
fome of the faéts they record, fhould furnifh 
out objections against their testimony; though 
I think we cannot, without great injustice to the 
charaéter of the learned and pious Augustin, 
- fufpeét the truth of fome amazing facts of this 
kind, which he has attested, as*of his own per- 
fonal and certain know eee 
Nor mutt. I on this occation forget to men- 
tion “the accomplifhment of feveral prophecies, ' 
recorded in the New Teftament,”’ as a farther 
confirmation given by God to the gofpel. 
‘(He moft eminent and fingle inftance under 
this head, is that of our Lord’s predi¢tion con- 
. cerning the deftruction’ of Jerufalem, as it is 
recorded by St Matthew in his twenty-fourth 
chapter. ‘The tragical hiftory of it is moft cir- 
cumttantially defcribed by Jofephus, a Jewith 
prieft, who was an eye-witnefs of it; and the 
defcription he has given of this fad calamity, fo 
exactly correfponds to the prophecy, that one 
would have. thought, had we mot known the 
contrary, that it had been written by a chriftian 
on purpofe to illuftrate it: [And ome can never 
enough: admire that feries of amazing: provi~ 
dences, by which the author bn veo oa from, 
. moft imminent danger; that he might leave us 
¢ Augustin, de Civit, Dei, Lib, xxii, c we 
« : : a oan to gi 
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that invaluable treafure which his writings con- 
tain *.° 

We have no need of. any farther evidence, 
than we find in him, of the exaét accomplifh- 
ment of what was prophefied concerning the 
deftru€tion of Jerufalem: But our Lord had 
alfo foretold the long continued defolation of 
their temple (i); and I cannot forbear remind- 
ing you of the awful fanction that was given to 
that part of the prediction: For it is well known 
that a heathen hiftorian’ has aflured us, that 
When Julian the Apoftate, in deliberate con- 
tempt of that prediction, folemnly and refolute- 
ly undertook to rebuild it, his impious defign - 
was miraculoufly fruftrated again and again, 
and the workmen confumed by globes of fire, 
which broke out from the foundations +.] 

Tue prediction of St Paul concerning the 
man of fin, and the apoitacy of the later times 
(k), is alfo well worthy of our remark. .And 
though a great deal of the book of revelation be 


“+ Jofeph. Bell, Jud. Lib. iti. cap. 8. 
i Mat. xxiii, 38, xxiv, 2. 

+ [Cum itaque fortiter rei instarét Alypius, juvaretque 
Provincia Rector, metuendi Globi Flammarum, prope fun- 
damenta crebris affultibus erumpentes, fecere locum, exustis 
aliquoties operantibus, inacceflum ; hocque modo, elemento 
destinatius repellente, ceffavit inceptum. Ammian. Mar- 
cell. Lib. xxiu, fub init. I thinkone might argue the author 
to have been a heathen, from this cold way of telling astory ~ 
fo glorious to Christianity: “ The element repelling them _ 
by a kind of obstinate fatality.” The learned reader will 
eafily obferve with how different an air Socrates (Hist. Lib. 
uli. Cap. 20.) and Sozomen (Hist. Lib. v. cap. 22.) recount 


and roost reafonably triumph in it.) 
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{till eoncealed under a dark veil; yet the divi- 
fion of the Roman, empire into ten kingdoms, 
the ufurpation, perfecutions and idolatry of the 
Romifh church, and the long duration of the 
papal power, with feveral other extraordinary 
events, which no human prudence could have 
forefeen, and which have happened long fince 
the publication of that book, are fo clearly fore- 
tald there, that I cannot put look on that part 
of f{cripture as an invaluable treafure *; and 
think it-not at all improbable, that the more vi- 
fible accomplifhment of fome of its other pro- 
phecies may be a great means of reviving the 
Chriftian caufe, which is at prefent fo much on, 
the declinet. 

« Te preferyation of the Jews as a diftinct 
people,” is another particular under this head, 
avhich well deferves our attentive regard, 

’Tis plain they are vaftly numerous, notwith- 
Standing all the flaughter and “deftruction of 
this people, in former, and in later ages, They 
are difperfed in various moft diftant nations, 
and particularly in thefe parts of the world 
where chriftianity is profeiled: And though 
they are expofed to great hatred and contempt, 
on account of their faith, and in moft places 
fubjected to civil incapacities, if not to unchrif. 
" ¥ [I can with great pleafure refer my reader to the learn~ 
ed commentary on this book lately publithed by the reverend 


Mr Lowman; from which I have received more fatisfaction 
‘with refpect to tnany of its difficulties, than I ever, found 
elfewhere, or expeéted to have found at all] . 
| + Hincigitur apud nos futurorum quoque Fides tuta est, 
jam{cillicet probatorum, quia cum illis que quotidie proban. 
tar predicebantw, Tertal, Apol, cap, 2,” (ap Ear 
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tian feverities ; yet they are ftill moft obftinate- 
ly tenacious of their religion: which is the 
more wonderful, as their fathers were fo prone 
to apoftatize from it; and as moft of them 
feem to be utter {trangers, either to piety, or 
humanity, and pour out the greateft contempt 
on the moral precepts of their own law, while 
they are fo attached to the ceremonial inftitu- 
tions of it, troublefome and inconvenient as 
they are. Now ferioufly reflect, what an evi-, 
dent hand of providence is here; that by their 
difperfion, prefefvation, and adherence to their 
religion, it thould come to pafs, that chriftians 
fhould daily fee the accomplifhment of many 
remarkable prophecies concerning this people* ; 
and that we fhould always have amongift us 
fuch a crowd of unexceptionable witnefles to 
the truth of thofe ancient Hebrew records, on 
which fo much of the evidence of the gofpel 
depends: Records, which are many of them ° 
fo full to the purpofe for which we allege them, 
that (as a celebrated writer very well obferves), 
*‘ Had the whole body of the Jewifh nation 
been converted to chriftianity, men would cer-. 
tainly have thought, they had been forged by 
chriftians, and have looked upon them, with 
the prophecies of the Sybils, as made many 
years after the events they pretend to fortel,” 
And to add no more here, the prefervation of 
the Jews as a diftinct people evidently leaves 
* [This important thought 1s most excellently illustrated 
in that incomparable book of Dr Jackfon’s, called, “ The 


Eternal Truth of the Scrippures,” &c. efpecially Book F, 
Part f. Sect. IID. Chap; to---13. The whole of the Section) 


is very curtous.]  * : 
Oz 


cing” Oe 


244 The Huideacer® 8 /SER. X, 


© goo for the accomplifhment of thofe old and 


new teftament promifes 1); which relate to 
their national converfion and, reftoration: where- 
as-that wouid, be impofhible in itfelfy or at leaft 
be ‘impcflible to be known, if they were promif- 
cuoufly blended with other people. On the 
whole, it is fuch a fcene in the condué of pro-- 
vidéence, as lam weil affured cannot be para- 


‘ leled in the hiftory of any other nation on 


.:4, and affords a moft obvious and impor- 
tant argument in favour of thesgofpel. 

Tus has chriftianity been farther confirm- 
ed, fince its firft publication, by what God has 
done to eftablifh it. It only remains, that we , 
confider, 

(2.) Wuar confirmation it teceives, “ from the methods 

which its enémies have taken to destroy i FT Moy 

Anp thefe have generally been, either perfe- 
cution, or Falfehood, or cavilling at fome par- 


“ticulars in the révelatians without entering into 


the grand argument on which it is built, and ~ 
fairly debating what-is offered in in its defence. 
Now who would not think the better of a : cautley 


' for being thus-attacked ? 


Ar firft you know, that. the profeffors, and 
efpecially the preachers of the gofpel, were fe- 
verely perfecuted. In every city bonds and im- 
prifonments awaited them (m).. As foon as 


ever the apoftles began to. preach Jefus and his 


refarre€tion, the Jewifh rulers. laid hold on 


_them, and having confined and feo ém, 


Fe prohibited their {peaking any 1 more in 


~ | Deut, xxx, 3---5. Ifa. xxvii. 12 13 Amer =I 
m AGS xx, 23. 4 ‘ aga 3, 
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that name {n). A little while after, Stephen 
was murdered (0); and afterwards James (p)s 
and fome other of the apoftles.. Now certainly 
fuch-a conduct did evidently fhew a confciouf- 
neis, that they were not able to anfwer the 
apoftles, and to fupport their own caufe by the 
fair methods of reafon and argument ; to whichy 
fo far as the hiftory informs us, they made no 
pretence ; but attempted to bear them down . 
by dint of authority, and to filence them by 
brutal force. 

THE time would fail me, fhould I attempt 
particularly to fhew, how thefe unrighteous 
methods were purfued in fucceeding ages, and 
diftant countries. The favage cruelties of Nero 
te thefe innocent and holy men were fuch, as 
traifed the pity even of their enemies*: Yet 
this was one of the leaft extenfive and deftruc- 
tive of the ten general perfecutions, which arofe 
in the Roman empire, befides feveral other in 
the neighbouring countries, of which ecclefia~ 
ftical hiftory informs us. n 

TuHese early enemies of the gofpel added, 
falfehood and flanders to their inhumanities. 
‘They endeavoured to murder. the reputations 
of the chriftians, as well as their perfons, and 
were not afhamed [to reprefent them as haters. 
of the whole human fpecies +, for no imagina~ 


: 


n Adtsiv,17,v 40. o Actsyii, 58. p Acts xii, 2, — 

_ * [This a haughty and cruel enemy confeffes, even while 
he blafphemes the religion of thefe gloyrous confeffors :———~ 
Quanqum adverfus fontes, & novifiima exempla meritos, , 
Miferatio oriebatur. Tacit. Annal. Lib. xv. §. 44.J ; U 

4 Od io humani generis convictt fant, Vacit, vbi inpre. 
7 3 + ’ - : F i 
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able reafon, but becaufe they would not affo- 
ciate themfelves in their tdolatrous wortfhip, 
but with regard to charity and truth, were 
ftrongly bearing their teltimony againft it +:] 
Nay, they charged them with human {facrifices, 
gnceft, idolatry, and all the crimes, for which 
themfelves and their foolifh gods were indeed 
juftly deteftable ; but from whichthe chniftians, 
knew how to vindicate themfelves, highly to 
their own honour, and to the everlafting re- 
proach of thefe malignant and peftilent accu- 
fers: And they have not failed to do it in many 
noble apologies, which through the divine pro- 
vidence are tran{mitted to us, and are incom-_ 
parably the moft valuable of any ancient 
uninfpired writings. ; 
Sucw were the infanious and feandalous 
methods, by which the goipel was oppoted in_ 
the earlieft ages of the church; and {cannot . 
> forbear adding, that the meafures more late- 
ly taken to fubvert it, efpecially amongft our- 
felves, feem to me rather to reflect a glory - 
upon it.” Its unhappy enemies have been told 
again and again, that we put the proof of it 
only upon ae fact. They themfelves do not, 
and cannot deny, that it prevailed ¢arly in the 
‘world, as we have fhewn at large. ‘ ‘There muft 
have been fome man, or body of men, who firlt | 
introduced it: They generally confefs, that — 
. + $-{[This matter is fet in the clearest and most beautiful . 
light by the fagacious Mr Warburton, in his Divine Lega~ 
tion of Mofes, (Vol. i. pag. 292---295.) ta whofe labours the 
tned and the Chriftian world are indebted beyond ex~ — 
- preffion, for as great a number of original thoughts, as are 
_ perhaps any where to be found in an equal com ae 
«Tei SIRS ae a ans Vaca 


yal 
a 


SER. X of Christianity. — 2449 
Chrift, and his apoftles were the perfons : And . 
thefe .apoftles (on whofe teftimony what we 
know of Chriit chiefly depends) muft have 
been enthufiaffs, or impoftors, if their teftimony. 
was falfe.. Now which of thefe fchemes will 
the unbeliever take ? It feems, that the deifis 
of the prefent, age fix on neither, as being fe- 
cretly confcious they can {upport neither ; but 
they content themfelves with cavilling at fome~ 
circumftances attending the revelation without 
daring to encounter its grand evidence; that 
is, they have been laborioufly- attempting to 
prove it “ to be improbable, or abfurd, to fup-_ 
pofe that to have been, which  nevertheleis 
lainly appears to have been fact.” One moitt 
weakly and fophittically pretends to prove, in 
defiance of the common tenie of mankind, that 
the light-of nature is a perfect rule, and there~ 
fore that all revelation is needlefs, and indeed 
impofible.. Another difguifes the miraeles of 
Chrift by falfe and foolith reprefentations of 
them, and then fets himfelf to ridicule them as 
idle tales. And a third takes a great deal of. 
fruitlefs pains to fhew, that fome prophecies 
referred to in the new teftarnent are capable 
of another fenfe, different from that in which . 
the apoftles have taken them. ‘Thefe things 
have been fet in a very artful and falkicious 
light by perfons, whofe names will be perhaps 
tranfmitted to pofterity, with the infamous 
lory of having been leaders in the caufe of | 
infidelity ; but not a man of them undertakes 
direétly to anfwer, what has been faid to afcer=- 


tain the grand facts Nay, they generally take 
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no more notice. of the pofitive evidence, by 
which it is even demonitrated, than if they had 
never heard it propofed ; though they cavil at 
incidental paffages in thofe books, in which it 
is moft clearly ftated. And as for what they 
have urged, though perhaps fome, who were 
before weary of chriftianity, may, have taken 
occafion from their writings to reject it; and 
others for want of confulting the anfwers to 
them, may have been unwarily infnared; yet 
the examination of thefe points has been greatly 
to ‘the honour and vindication of the truth, 
which feems on this occafion to ‘have been fet, 
in. a Clearer and ftronger light than ever, at 
leaft in thefe later ages. 

The caufe of chriftianity has greatly gained 
_ by debate, and the gofpel comes like fine gold 
out of the furnace, which the more it is tried, 
the more it is approved. I own, the defenders 
of the gofpel have appeared with very different 
degrees of ability for the work; nor could it 
be otherwife amongft fuch numbers of them: 
But on the whole, though the patrons of infi- 
delity have been matters of fome wit, humour 
and addrefs, as well as of a moderate fhare of 
learning, and generally much more than a mo- 
' derate fhare of affurance; yet fo great is the 
force of truth, that (unlefs we may except thofe 
writers, who have unhappily called for the aid 
of the civil magiftrate in the controverfy,) 1 
cannot recolleét, that Ihave feen any. defence 
of the gofpel, which has not, on the whole, 
been fuificient to eftablifh it, notwithftanding 


, 
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all the fophiftical arguments of its moft fubtle 
antagonifis. 
| [Vis is an obfervation, which is continually 
gaining new ftrength, as new aflaults are made 
upon the gofpél. ‘And I cannot forbear faying, 
that as it were by a kind of judicial infawation, 
fome who have diftinguifhed themfelves in the 
wretched caufe of infidelity, have been permit- 
ted to fall into fuch grols mifrepreientations,. 
fuch fenfelefs inconfiltencies, ‘and iuch palpable 
falfehoods *, and in a word, into fuch a various 
and malignant fuperfluity of naughtinefs; that 
toa wife and pious mind they muil appear like 
thofe venomous creatures, which are {aid to 
carry an antidote in their bowels againft their 
own’ poifon. A virtuous and well-bred deift 
may turn.away from fome modern pieces of 
this kind with feorn and abhorrence; and a’ 
chriftian might almoft be tempted to wifh, that 
the books, with all: their fcancals about them 
might be tranf{mitted-to pofterity, left when 
‘hey come to live, like the writings of fome of 
the ancient heathens, only in thofe of their 
learned and pious aniwerers, it fhould hardly 
xe credited, that ever the enemies of the gofpel 
n (uch an enlightened age, fhould be capable 
of fo‘much impiety and folly.” oS; 
‘Tuus Ihave given you a brief view of the 
. + {I mention not here that mean buffoonery and feurrili- ; 
¥, that mdufirious, though aukward difguifé, and monftrous —* 
fixture of the fceptic and dogmatift, which The iearned and 
ogenious. Mr Warburton has anitnadverted pon with fuch ~~~ 
ust Smee as in his fine dedication to the Divine Lega- 
io. j demonstrtad. | pene 


tc 
nm 
° 
a 


Satter bits oe Ae OF 14 Os Rta yi ey 


250 The Evidences SER. X- 
chief arcuments in proof chriftianity 5: and the 
fum of the whole is this... 
Tue gofpel is probable in theory; as con- 
fidering the nature of God, and the circum- 
ftances of mankind, there was reafon to hope a 
revelation might be given; and if any were 
given, we fhould naturally apprehend its inter- 
nal evidence would be fuch, as that of the gof- 
pel is,-and its external fuch, as it is faid to be. 
Bat it is alfo true in fact ; for chriftianity was 
early profeffed, as it was firlt introduced by 
Jefus of Nazareth, whofe life and doétrines 
were publifhed by his immediate attendants 5 
whofe books are preferved still in their ori- 
ginal language, and in the main are faithfully 
tranflated into our own: So that the books of 
the new testament now in your hands may be 
depended upon, as written by the perfons whofe 
names they bear. And admitting this, the 
truth of the gofpel follows by a train of very 
eafy confequences; for the authors certainly 
knew the truth of the facts they relate ; nie 
confidering what appears of their chara¢ter and 
circumstances, we can never believe they would 
have attempted to deceive us: or if they had, 
they could not have gained credit in the world; 
yet they did gain it in a remarkable manner; 
therefore the facts they attefted are true. And 
the truth of the gofpel evidently follows from 
the certainty of thofe faéts, and is much con- 
firmed by what has happened in the world 
fince the firit, publication of it. ee oe 
I sHaLt conclude what I have to fay on this 
fubjéct, with a few words by way of refleCtion. 
5 4 eS ¢ 
st av, * 


ew ey ' 


‘ LN IES Tae > a 


: 
' 


SER. X. of Christianity. 251 
1 Ler us gratefully acknowledge the divine goodnefs, 
in favouring us with fo excellent a revelation, and 
confirming it to us by fuch an ample evidence, ; 
| We thould be daily adoring the God of na~ 
ture, for lighting up the fun, that glorious, 
though imperfect image of his own unapproach- 
able luftre ; and appointing it to gild the earth | 
with its various rays, to chear us with its be- 
niign influences, and to guide and direct us, in 
our journies, and our labours. But how incom- 
arably more valuable is that day {pring from on 
high which has vifited us, that fun of righteouf- 
neis, which is rifen upon us, to give light to 
them that fit in darknefs, and in the fhadow of 
death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace (q)? Oh christians, (for I now addréfs 
myfelf to you, whole eyes are fo happy as in- 
deed to fee, and your ears as to hear (r),) what 
reafon have you for daily and hourly praife! 
When your minds are delighted with contem- 
plating the riches of gofpel-grace, when you 
view with wonder and joy the harmonious con- 
trivance of our redemption, when you feel the 
burden of your guilt removed, the freedom of 
your addref{s to the throne of grace encouraged, 
and fee the profpeét of a fair inheritance of 
eternal. glory opening upon you; then in the . 
pleafing tran{port of your fouls, borrow the joy- 
‘ul anthem of the Pialmist, and fay, with the 
humblest gratitude and felf-refiynation, God is 
the Lord, who hath given. us light; bind-the . 
jacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the 
tar (s), Adore God, who first commanded 


4 Mabiv. a, ¥ Mat. xiii, 16,’ 5 Pol exviii, 27. 
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the light to thine out of darknefs, that by the 
difcoveries of his word. and the operations of 
his fpirit, he has fhined in your hearts,’ to give 
you the knowledge of his glory, as reflected 
from the face of his Son (t). Let s/all-adorg 
him, that this revelation hath reached us, who 
live in an age and country fo distant from 
in which it first appeared 5 while there are’ t 
this day, not only dark corners but regions of 
the earth, which are full of the habitations of 
idolatry and cruelty (u). abe 

_. Let me here particularly. addrefs myfelf to 
thofe, whofe education and circumstances of 
life have given them opportunities of a fuller 
enquiry, than it was proper for me here to pro= 
pofe them, you the state of thofe ancient ¢ 
modern nations, that have: been left merely t 
the light of unaffisted reafon 5 even to you, firs 

- who are acquainted with the history of their 
Gods, the rites of their Priests, the tales, anc 
even the hymns of their Poets, (thofe beautiful 
trifles ;) nay, I will add, the reafonings of their 
fage{t Philofophers) all the precatious, and all 
the erroneous things they have faid, where 
réligion and immortality are ,concerned*. 


* God: (See Mr Warburton’s 
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have fometimes though, that God gave to.fome 
of the mosticelebrated Pagan writers that uncom- 
non fhare of genius and eloquence, that they 
yhighit, as it were, by their’art.embalm the mon- 
sters of antiquity; that fo fucceeding ages might 
fee, in.a more affecting view than we could 
otherwife have done,. how weak the human 
rnind is in its best estate, and the need, which 
e-greateft,.as well as the meaneft of mankind 
have, of beirig taught by a revelation from a- 
wove. Permit me to remind you, that while 
you are daily converfing with fuch monuments 
is thefe, (as 1 know fome of you are,) and are 
alfo furveying the evidences of chriftianity, ina 
larger, and more diftinét view, are under pecu- 
liar obligations, to be very thankful for the gof- » 
xel yourfelves, as well as to compaflionate the 
cafe of thofe, to whom it has neyer been offered, ~* 
or by whom it is flighted. And this leads me 
© another reflection ; . 
2.-Waar reafon have we to pity thofe, who rejéct this 
glorious gofpel, even when they have opportunities of 
enquiring into its cleareft evidences ? 

Sucn undoubtedly there are in our own age 
ind nation ; and furely we fhould fometimes be- 
tow a compafflionate thought upon them, and 
ift up an humble prayer for them; if God 
yeradventure will give them repentance to the — 
‘cknowledging of the truth; that they may 
ft proofs of the need of a revelation, that the world ever 
aw, and the moft affecting comment on the words of the 
earned apostle, x Cor. i. 21, “ The world by wifdom knew _ 
‘ot God 5” but “ profefling themielyes to be wife, they be- 
‘ame fools,” Rom. 1, 22. Pp : Ak tha) 
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recover themfelves out of the fnare of ‘the devil, 
whe are now led captive by him at his pleafure 
(w). We fhould pity Heathens and Mahome- 
tans, under their darknefs and errors: but how 
much more deplorable is the cafe of thefe, who, 
though they dwell in Emmanuel’s land, and in 
the valley of vifion, turn it into the valley of 
the fhadow of death, by clofing their eyes againft 
fo bright a luftre; and topping their ears againit. 
the voice of the charmer (x) ? They are indeed 
in their own conceit the only people, and wif- 


. dom will die with them (y) 3 fo that to be fure, 


they will {corn our pity: but who can forbear 
it? Is there a moremelancholy thought than this, 
that the Son of God fhould have done fo much 
to introduce and eftablith the gofpel, and his 
fpirit fo much to perpetuate and increafe its evi- 
dence, and that after all, it fhould be contemp- 
tuoufly defpifed, even by creatures who are 


 perifhing without it? That the bleffed Jefus, 


inftead of being received with open arms as the 
great deliverer,-fhould either be treated as an 


“empty name; or if acknowledged -to be a real 


_ <perfon, fhould then be reprefented as a vifionary 


enthufiaft, or a wicked impoftor; for there is 
no other alternative ? and this, not only,'(though 
I believe, moft frequently), by men aha ag 


dnd abandoned lives, but fometimes by perfons 


of external morality and decency, of great huma- 
nity and fweetnefs of temper, (for fuch.1 know 


‘are to be found amongft them,) as as men 


of wit and genius, of politenefs and learning, of 
human’ prudence and: experience-in affairs. I 


| iw a Tim, ii, 25, 26, 1% Pfal. lviii. 4, 5« y Joba. 
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may alfo add, that it is the cafe of fome, who 
were the children of pious parents, who were 
trained up in religious exercifes, who once dif- 
covered ferious impreflions, and. gaye very 
encouraging hopes. Alas, whither are they 
fallen! and whither have we reafon to fear, they 
will at length fa!l! How fhall we fhelter thofe, 
that were once our brethren, that are perhaps 
{till our friends, from the awful fentence, which 
the gofpel denounces againft all that reject it, 
without any exception’ As to the wretches, 
. that add infult and derifion to.their infidelity, I 
_ tremble to think of that Joad of guilt, which they 
are bringing on themfelves, and how near they 
approach to the unpardonable fin, if they have 
not already committed it.. For the refl, who 
behave in a more modeft and {ober manner, it 
will, no doubt, be a very diflicult tafk to con- 
vince them ; and fo much the rather, as fome 
of them, by too eafy a tranfition have renounced 
many of the moft important principles of natural 
religion, nay, I might add, even the whole of it, 
together’with the chriftian revelation. But the 
influences of divine grace are almighty ; let us 
recommend them to thefe, and omit no other 
proper method, either of recovering thofe who 
are already feduced, or at leaft of fecuring thofe 
who are not yet infected, but may be (as moft' - 
of the youth are, efpecially in the moit populous 
places), in imminent danger of the contagion. 
Lo this end let me add, 


3+ How reefonable is it, that chriftians fhould form a fami, 


 ” Jiar acquaintance with the-great evidences of our own 
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Ir is what we fo apparently owe to the ho-: 
nour of God, to the intereft of Chrift, to the 
peace of our own fouls, and the edification of 
others, that I hope, I need not-urge it at large; 
efpecially confidering what was faid in-the in- 
troduction to thefe difcourfes. In confequence 
‘of all, let it be your-care to make the evidences 
of chriftianity the fubje& of your ferious reflec- 
tions, and of your frequent converfe : efpecially, 
fhudy your bibles, where there are fuch marks 
of truth and divinity to be found, that Ibelieve,- 
few that have familiarly-known them, and have 
had a relith for them, were ever brought to make 
thipwreck of the faith as it is in Jefus. Above 
alllet it be your-care to act on the rules which 
are here laid down} and -then, you will find 
your faith growing in a happy proportion, and 
will experience the truth of our Saviour’s decla- 
ration, that if any man will refolutely and faith- 
‘fully do his will, he fhall know of the chriftian 
dogirine whether it be of God (z). -I:verily 
believe, it is the purity of its precepts, which 
‘hes at the bottom of moft mens oppofition to it ; 
or a natural pride of heart, which gives them an 
averfion to fo humbling a {cheme; or a fond 
affetation of feeming -wifer than others, in 
rejeCting what moft of their neighbours do at 
leaft -profefs to believe. When thefe-unhappy 
: prejudices and conceptions are by divine grace 
conquered and rooted out, ‘the evidence.of truth 
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and which before had veiled it with midnight in 
‘the midft of noon. Once more, pad 
4. How folicitous fhould we be to embrace and obey that 
gotpel, which comes attended with fach abundant ¢vi- 
: dences! 

I may undoubtedly addrefs myfelf to moft of - 
you, my friends, and fay, as Paul did to King 
Agrippa, believeft thou the prophets (a), and'I 
may add, the'Evangelifts, and the Apoftles? 
‘Yes, know that you believe them ; yet let me 
mtreat and charge you, not to reft here, but 

‘attentively to examine how far your hearts are 
affected, and your lives regulated by fuch a 
‘belief. The chriftian revelation is a pra€tical 
thing ; and it is heard, it is believed, it is pro- 
‘fefled, and even defended in vain, if it be not 
obeyed. Therefore do we fo frequently” read 
of obeying the truth, and obeying the goipel, as 
a matter of fo great importance .b). 

In this gofpel, the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven againft all ungodlinefs and unrigh- 
teoufnefs, of men; but it is revealed with re- 
doubled terror againft that audacious finner, 

“who holds the truth in unrighteoufnefs (c). In 
this gofpel, the Lord Jefus Chrift is exalted, both 
“asa prince and a Saviour (i) ; and it is not-with 
impunity, that the impenitent rebel can reject 
‘his. yoke, and trample on his blood ; for if he 


a AAs xxviez7. —-b [Rom. ii, 8. vi. 27. Gal. iii, x 
saThef i$. 1-Pet ivaz. jv. 17. Towhich we may add 
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that defpifed Mefes’s law died without mercy, 
of how much forer puniflament; than even a 
capital execution, muft they be thought worthy, 
who have poured contempt on fuch a fovereign, 
and onfucha Redeemer({e)? oi 
Ox let it be moft fecretly and frequently 
recolleéted, that this gofpel is the touch-ftone, 
by which you are another day to be tried; the 
balance, in which an impartial judge will weigh 
you; and muift on the whole proye your ever- 
jafting triumph, or your everlasting torment. 
‘The bleffed God did not introduce it with fuch 
folemn notice, fuch high expeétation, fuch pom- 
pous miracles, fuch awful fanétions, that men 
might reject, or difhonour it, at pleafure : but ity 
will certainly be found, to the greatest, and 
meanest, of thofe that hear it, a favour of life 
unto life, or a favour of death unto death (f). 
Let it therefore be your immediate care, to 
‘enquire which of thefe it is hke to prove to your 
fouls; fince it is fo far from beimg a vain thing, 
that it is really your very life (g). If it has 
hitherto been defpifed, and that blefled Redeem- 
er, in whom it io apparently centers, has been 
_ negleéted:; remember, that all which has been 
faid in confirmation of its truth, does but in 
effect prove, that the hand-writing of God him- 
felf is fet to the fentence of your eternal con- 
demnation. Oh therefore allow not yourfelves 
a moment’s rest, till you have with humble fub- 
miffion applied to his throne, while yet there is 
hope that it may be reverfed, ; 
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Anp 28 for you, my brethren, who have 
received Christ Jefus the Lord, be exhorted to 
walk in him (h); fince it is the defign of his 
‘gofpel to teach us, to deny ungodlinefs and 
wordly lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly (i); and this, not only as you have fo 
comfortable an affurance, that your labour {hall 
Not be in vain in the Lord (k), but as it will be, 
on the whole, the moft effectual method you 
can take in your refpective ftations to promote 
the gofpel. If you indeed honour it and love 
it, and defire it may be propagated in the world, 
det it be your care, not only to defend it by 
your tongues, but to adorn it by your lives; 
and in the words of that great champion in this 
facred caufe, “‘ be blamelefs and harmlefs, the 
children of God without rebuke, in the midft 
of a crooked and perverfe generation, fhining 
amongft them as lights in the world, and fo 
holding forth the world of life” (1); and perhaps 
it may ferve, not only to entertain their eyes 
with wonder and glory, but to guide their feet 
into the way of peace, and may engage them alfo 
to join with you in glorifying your Father which 
is in Heaven (m), Amen! 


h Col. ii. 6. i Tit. ii.x2, =k 1 Cor, xv. 58, 1 Phil. 
i. 15, 16. m Mat. v. 6. 
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Sieeeets 


ARTHUR S. PHELPS HIS BOOKE 


GOD GIVE HIM GRACE. 
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